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Photo by Diana Haecker
TERMINATION DUST— Mount Osborne and the higher peaks of the Kigluaiks were covered with the first snow dusting on Monday, August 31. 

Photo by pool photographer Marc Lester/ADN
IN GOOD COMPANY—President Barack Obama makes comments at a roundtable discussion with Alaska
Native leaders and other government officials at the GLACIER conference on Monday, August 31 in An-
chorage. At his right is Melanie Bahnke, President and CEO of Kawerak Inc. 

By Mary Pemberton
For The Nome Nugget

President Barack Obama issued a
global call to action Monday, en-
couraging nations everywhere to
join the United States in the fight
against climate change or face what
he described as cataclysmic changes,
some already occurring in Alaska.

Alaskans are on the front lines of
these changes, ranging from power-
ful storms that are battering coast-
lines and toppling buildings into the
sea to longer than usual wildfire sea-
sons to thawing permafrost, Obama
said.

Except for a few, steadfast cli-
mate change deniers, Alaskans and
others know all too well the devas-
tation that awaits if more is not done,
and quickly, to slow down climate
change, the president said.

“The climate is changing faster
than our efforts to address it,”
Obama said. “We are not acting fast
enough.”

Obama issued his call to action at
the GLACIER conference intended
to turn the global spotlight on the
problem of climate change.  Obama
was joined at the conference in
downtown Anchorage by Secretary
of State John Kerry and Interior Sec-
retary Sally Jewell, along with for-
eign ministers from several Arctic
nations and delegation heads from a
dozen countries. GLACIER stands
for Global Leadership in the Arctic:

Cooperation, Innovation, Engage-
ment and Resilience. 

Obama said the Arctic is heating
up twice as fast as other regions of
the world, and Alaska is on the fore-
front of those changes. The thawing
permafrost is a threat to tens of thou-
sands of Alaskans and increasing
acidity of oceans is threatening the
livelihoods of Alaska Natives and
others, he said. If nothing is done,
Alaskans can expect to see average
temperatures rise between 6 and
12°F by the end of the century, he
said.

Coastal erosion already is forcing
some Alaska villages to relocate en-
tirely, the president said.

“In some cases, there will be ab-
solutely no hope,” Obama said. “Cli-
mate change is no longer some
far-off problem. It is happening here.
It is happening now.”

“The bottom line is that climate
is not a distant threat for our children
and their children to worry about. It
is now,” Kerry said, echoing the
president during the conference’s
opening session. “Villages in Alaska
are already being battered by storms
and some have had to move, or will.
As the permafrost continues to thaw,
the infrastructure is beginning to be
challenged. Houses and other build-
ings are literally collapsing into rub-
ble.” 

Obama said the world has the sci-

USARC hears of need to fund
behavioral health research 

By Maisie Thomas
Two of three days of the United

States Arctic Research Commis-
sion’s 104th meeting were held in
Nome on August 25 and 26. 

According to USARC chair Fran
Ulmer, the goal for the trip was to
get a better focus on what areas, both
literal and figurative, would be most
in need of future research. 

The Arctic Research Commis-
sion’s topic of discussion on Tues-
day was mental and behavioral
health and suicide prevention. 

Suicide rates in Alaska are more
than double compared to those in the
Lower 48. The majority of those
deaths occur in the Norton Sound,
Maniilaq and Arctic Slope regions.

After brief reports by Kawerak
and the Bering Sea Alliance, Ray
Droby, Lance Johnson and Jay
David spoke on behalf of Norton
Sound Regional Hospital’s Behav-
ioral Health department. 

Droby, a psychologist now based
in Unalakleet, gave an overview of
NSHC’s Behavioral Health Services.
Droby’s slideshow was complete
with several photos of some of the
15 villages served out of the hub
hospital in Nome.

Although BSH is excelling in
several aspects, such as through their

community outreach programs in the
Nome Children Advocacy Center
and Anvil Mountain Correctional
Center, there are many areas for im-
provement, he said. Despite of a
well-trained Nome staff, the hospital
is not capable of providing inpatient
treatment. All patients who require
extensive mental counseling and
drug and alcohol treatment need to
leave the region. 

Lance Johnson, Administrative
Director, spoke to future develop-
ments. A major improvement for
mental and behavioral health serv-
ices in the Norton Sound region
would be a wellness center. The plan
is to start Liftik Wellness Center, a
facility capable of providing inpa-
tient treatment for both substance
abuse and mental health counseling.
“It’s about keeping people in the re-
gion, being treated by people in the
region,” said Johnson. This would
allow patients to stay near their fam-
ilies, homes and support systems.
According to Johnson, one of the
problems that occur when struggling
patients are sent away is that they
have to adapt to a whole new envi-
ronment, which makes recovering
even more difficult. Hence, it is im-
portant to have a facility capable of
inpatient care in the Nome region.

The problem is that there is no fund-
ing.

Jay David, a licensed clinical so-
cial worker for Norton Sound, spoke
about another way to help patients in
the villages. The behavioral health
practitioner program started about
18 years ago. Trained therapists,
often originally from the village they
serve, provide counseling for those
in need. According to David, this
program has several benefits, in-
cluding keeping patients at home.
However, it also has its flaws. Pa-
tients in need of serious treatment
still need to leave the village. On one
hand, it is good that a professional

USARC listened to
Arctic research needs On the Web:

www.nomenugget.net
E-mail:
nugget@nomenugget.com

President Obama turns global spotlight on climate change

continued on page 5

By Diana Haecker
Buried in a presentation given

near the end of the two-day
marathon meeting of the U.S. Arctic
Research Commission in Nome,
U.S. Corps of Engineers project
manager Lorraine Cordova dropped
an important piece of information
that made ears perk up. She said that
President Barack Obama would an-

nounce that the Denali Commission
will be functioning as the lead
agency to help environmentally
threatened communities in Alaska.
Meaning: the Denali Commission
would assist communities in very
difficult decisions of “should we go
or should we stay in place.” 

Photo by Diana Haecker
US RESEARCH COMMISSION— USARC chair Fran Ulmer, left, and
the Governor’s arctic advisor Craig Fleener, right, listen to presenta-
tions at last week’s USARC meeting in Nome. 

continued on page 4

continued on page 5
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Kawerak Inc.
Child Advocacy Center

For more information, resources or help contact the
Child Advocacy Center at 443-4379

Did You Know?
Children who have been victims of sexual abuse exhibit

particularly inappropriate sexual behaviors. 
      long-term and behavioral problems more frequently,

Adopt a Pet
or make your

donation
today!

Nome Animal Control & Adopt-A-Pet
443-5212 or 443-5262

Adopt a pet and get a FREE bag of dog/cat food when you adopt
a dog/cat.  Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are

always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

PLEASE
HELP

Dog food, cat food, cat litter and other donations are 
always welcome at the Nome Animal Shelter!

443-8538 or 443-5262

Notice
AREA VILLAGES, SPORT HUNTERS, GUIDES, PILOTS AND

MINERS

The public is reminded

that lands within the

shaded areas on the map

including King Island (not

shown) are predominately

privately owned by King Island

Native Corporation (KINC) and

its shareholders. Within the

boundaries are also Native 

Allotment Lands.

Artifact digging, sport hunting, 

mining, guiding and hunting 

by aircraft is strictly prohibited. 

All non- shareholders for sport

hunting, guiding and hunting 

by aircraft, mining or operating

ATVs must have permission 

by the King Island Native 

Corporation prior to entering 

on above mentioned land.

For detailed information or to obtain 

permission to enter King Island Native 

Corporation lands contact KINC Office 

Manager at (907)443-5494, PO Box 992, 

Nome, Alaska 99762, kingisland@gci.net.

6.18,7.2-16,8.6-20,9.3-17,10.1-15

USDA Choice Beef              Dakota Buffalo
Bush Orders • Custom Cuts

Meat Packs • Pork and Chicken

907-349-3556 • www.mrprimebeef.com
Retail: 907-344-4066 • Wholesale: 907-349-3556 • Toll Free 800-478-3556
7521 Old Seward Highway, Ste.E • Anchorage, AK 99518 • Fax 907-522-2529

Game Unit 22A -
Unalakleet River Area

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC,
GUIDES, PILOTS & HUNTERS

• The public is reminded the 
land ownership within the 
outlined areas on the map 
are predominately privately 
owned by Unalakleet 
Native Corporation and its 
Shareholders.

• Hunting by non-shareholders 
is not allowed. Hunting by 
Shareholders, spouses 
of Shareholders, and 
descendents of Shareholders 
for subsistence purposes is 
permitted. For other allowable 
uses of land by non-
shareholders, please contact:

Unalakleet Native 
Corporation
907-624-3411
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Employment
work towards a BA Degree in Early Childhood Ed-
ucation, Child Development or related field.
2 Ability to work effectively with people from a va-
riety of backgrounds.
3 Excellent interpersonal and communication
skills, including demonstrated writing ability re-
quired.
4 Computer, keyboarding and office skills re-
quired. Must possess basic computer knowledge
and skills in Windows, Internet usage, Microsoft
Office software, Excel &Word.
5 Must complete and submit a work physical upon
hire and every five years after hire.
Must complete an annual TB screening.

Native Preference per Public Law 93-638
Approved (8/25/10)

Barbara R. Fagerstrom
HR Specialist
Kawerak, Inc
Ph 907-443-4373
Fax 907-443-4443

9.3-10

continued from page 14
Any charges reported in these press releases are
merely accusations and the defendants are pre-
sumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.
On August 25, Casey Sherman, 19 of Nome, and
two 17-year old residents of Golovin, pled guilty
to one count each of Take Grizzly Bear Closed
Season and Fail to Salvage Grizzly Bear in the
Nome District Court. The group had shot and
killed a grizzly bear on the Kachavik River on July
21, 2015 near Golovin, and attempted to conceal
the carcass. Sherman pled guilty and was sen-
tenced to fines totaling $1,000 with $500 sus-
pended, $400 in restitution for the bear, 1 year of
probation and forfeit the firearm involved. The re-
maining defendants pled guilty to both counts and
each received fines totaling $1,000 with $500 sus-
pended, $400 in restitution for the bear, and 1-
year probation.

On August 26, during a routine fall hunting patrol
on the Kougarok Rd., Nome AWT cited Greg Bon-
ham, 34, of Nome, for Failure to Leave Evidence
of Sex Naturally Attached - Caribou.  Bail: $150.

Trooper Beat
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Legals

Unalakleet Native Corporation
To the Unalakleet Native Corporation Shareholders

Nomination forms are now available for shareholders interested in 
running for a two (2) year term for the Board of Directors. 
Closing date is 3rd of October 2015. Please write to Box 100 or call
(907) 624-3411 to request a nomination form.

Unalakleet Native Corporation
P.O. Box 100
Unalakleet, Alaska 99684
PH: (907) 624-3411 *FAX: (907) 624-3833

9.3-10-17-24

NOTICE TO
GUIDES,
PILOTS &

SPORT
HUNTERS

• The Public is reminded the land

ownership within the outlined areas

on the map is predominately privately

owned by Council Native Corporation

and its Shareholders, and White

Mountain Native Corporation and its

Shareholders.

• Sport hunting by non-shareholders,

guides and their clients, and hunting by

aircraft is NOT ALLOWED. Hunting by

Shareholders, spouses of Sharehold-

ers and descendants of Shareholders

for subsistence purposes is permitted.

For other allowable uses of land by

non-shareholders, please contact:

• White Mountain Native Corp.: (907)
622-5003 or toll-free at 877-622-5003 

•Council Native Corp.: (907) 443-6513

Game Unit 22B – Niukluk
and Fish River Area

Council Native Corp.

PO Box 1183

Nome, AK 99762

(907) 443-6513

NW outlined area

White Mountain Native Corp.

PO Box 671207

Chugiak, AK 99567

(907) 622-5003 or 

Toll-free 877-622-5003

SE outlined area

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Major Subdivision

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED
DURING A RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEET-
ING OF THE NOME PLANNING COMMISSION
TO SEEK COMMENTS ON:

A final plat for a major subdivision from Alaska
Gold Company LLC for the property located at
the intersection of Greg Kruschek Avenue and
Nome-Teller Highway (USMS 1136, the Iowa As-
sociation and the Hazel Kirk Placer Mining
Claims).

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015
TIME:     7:00 PM
LOCATION: City Hall Chambers

8.27,9.3-10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Variance Application

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED
DURING A RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEET-
ING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO
SEEK COMMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING:

Variance request from Doug and Judy Martinson
for the property located at Willow Ridge Subdi-
vision, (Lots 2D, 1C, and 1D).

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015
TIME:     7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: City Hall Chambers  

8.27,9.3-10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Variance Application

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED
DURING A RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEET-
ING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO
SEEK COMMENTS ON THE FOLLOWING:

Variance request from Carol Piscoya for the prop-
erty located at 311 Port Road (Lot 6).

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015
TIME:     7:00 P.M.
LOCATION: City Hall Chambers  

8.27,9.3-10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Major Subdivision

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE CONDUCTED
DURING A RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEET-
ING OF THE NOME PLANNING COMMISSION
TO SEEK COMMENTS ON:

A preliminary plat for a major subdivision from
Alaska Gold Company LLC for the property lo-
cated at the Camp 5 Subdivision - Tracts C & D;
the Military Museum Subdivision - Parcels A & B;
USMS 497; USMS 1117; USMS 1887; USMS
1175; USMS 747; USMS 1264; and USMS 329.

DATE: Wednesday, September 16, 2015
TIME:     7:00 PM
LOCATION: City Hall Chambers

9.3-10

The City of NomeThe City of Nome

The City of Nome
The City of Nome

Court
Week ending 8/28

Civil
Ferry, Rochelle v. Mazieka, Daniel; Civil Protective
Order
Christensen, Ivy v. Oxereok, Llyod; Civil Protective
Order
Snowball, Ada v. Lockwood, Jordan; Civil Protec-
tive Order
Baker, Ngoc v. Gody, Daniel; Civil Protective Order

Small Claims
Rural Credit Services v. Iyatunguk, Kristen; Small
Claims Confession of Judgment Greater Than
$2500
Horton, Jamie L. v. Riethheimer, Jason; Small
Claims Greater Than $2500
Credit Union 1 v. Nashoanak, Joan L.; Small
Claims Less Than $2500

Criminal
State of Alaska v. Freida Okoomealingok

(8/6/81); Assault 4; Date of Violation: 8/17/15; 1
day, 0 days suspended; Initial Jail Surcharge: $50
per case; Due now to AGs Office, Anchorage; Po-

lice Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through
this court within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. June Koonuk (6/10/62); 2NO-
15-143MO; Notice of Dismissal; Charge 001: End.
Welf. Child; Filed by the DAs Office 8/26/15.

State of Alaska v. June Koonuk (6/10/62); 2NO-
15-472CR; Violate Protective Order; Date of Vio-
lation: 8/25/15; 15 days, 0 days suspended; Initial
Jail Surcharge: $50 per case; Due now to AGs Of-
fice, Anchorage; Police Training Surcharge: $50
shall be paid through this court within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. Doreen Lockwood (8/10/75);
Dismissal; Count I – 11.41.230(a)(1), Assault In
The Fourth Degree, Doreen Lockwood – 001;
Filed by the DAs Office 8/25/15.

State of Alaska v. Casey Sherman (5/14/96);
Judgment Fish & Game; CTN 001:
5AAC85.020(a): Hunting Seasons And Bag Limits
For Brown Bear Unit 22(A)(B)(C), Violation; CTN
002: 5AAC92.220(a)(2): Failure To Salvage Brown
Bear Hide And Skull, Violation; Date of Offenses:
7/21/15; Fine: CTN 001 and 002: Each count:

Fined $500 with $250 suspended; Unsuspended
$250 shall be paid 8/25/16; Police Training Sur-
charge: CTN 001 and 002: Each count: Sur-
charge: $10 (Inf/viol); Defendant is ordered to pay
restitution as stated in the Restitution Judgment
and to apply for an Alaska Permanent Fund Divi-
dend, if eligible, each year until restitution is paid
in full; Other: The following items are forfeited to
the State: Savage 308 Rifle; Probation until

8/25/16; Comply with all direct court orders listed
above by the deadlines stated; No Further Game
Violations.

State of Alaska v. Trevor Sockpealuk (4/29/98);
Judgment Fish & Game; CTN 001:
5AAC85.020(a): Hunting Seasons And Bag Limits
For Brown Bear Unit 2 & Unit 3, Violation; CTN
002: 5AAC92.220(a)(2): Failure To Salvage Brown
Bear Hide And Skull, Violation; Date of Offenses:

7/21/15; Fine: CTN 001 and 002: Each count:
Fined $500 with $250 suspended; Unsuspended
$250 shall be paid 8/26/16; Police Training Sur-
charge: CTN 001 and 002: Each count: Sur-
charge: $10 (Inf/viol); Defendant is ordered to pay
restitution as stated in the Restitution Judgment

The Wales Native Corporation 42nd Annual Shareholders’ Meeting will be held in Wales,
Alaska on Saturday, September 19, 2015 and the doors will be open at 1:00 p.m. for 
registration.

The meeting will be held at the Native Village of Wales Multi-Purpose Building. The 
purpose of the meeting will be to elect three (3) Directors, review annual reports and to
conduct any other business that may come before the shareholders. 

Proxies for this meeting must be returned by Saturday, September 19, 2015 to be valid.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact our office at (907) 664-3641, 
submit a letter to the following address: Wales Native Corporation, P.O. Box 529, Wales,
Alaska 99783-0529 or by e-mail at tcrisci_wnc@yahoo.com.

9.3-10-17

WALES NATIVE CORPORATION
42nd annual Shareholders Meeting Notice

continued on page 17
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9/2-9-16-23-30

Notice

Mary’s Igloo Native Corporation
lands are closed to all hunting and
camping, except for use by MINC
shareholders and their families.

BSNC lands are open to residents of
the region for subsistence pur-

poses. 

No ATV use is allowed on MINC or
BSNC lands. 

Contact:
MINC (907)643-2308
BSNC (907)442-5252

Mary’s Igloo Native
Corporation Lands

Bering Straits Native
Corporation Lands

Scale

2.5 miles

Contact:
MINC (907)642-2308
BSNC (907)442-5252

Mary’s Igloo Native
Corporation Lands

Bering Straits Native
Corporation Lands

Scale

2.5 miles

Mary’s Igloo Native Corporation:
closed to hunting, fishing and camping

NOTICE: The public is reminded the land
ownership within the shaded areas on the map are

predominately privately owned by Mary's Igloo Native Corporation
and it's shareholders.  Artifact digging, sport hunting, mining,

guiding, and hunting by aircraft is strictly prohibited.  All non-
shareholders for sport hunting, guiding and hunting by aircraft, mining, operating ATV's, or any

operating vehicles MUST HAVE PERMISSION by the Mary's Igloo Native Corporation prior to entering
on above mentioned land.  TRESSPASS AND UNPERMITTED LAND USE IS NOT ALLOWED.  For

detailed information or to obtain permission to enter Mary's Igloo Native Corporation lands contact the
MINC General Manager at (907)642-2308, P.O. Box 650, Teller, Alaska 99778, migloonativecorp@gmail.com

NOME POLICE DEPARTMENT

MEDIA RELEASES 
8/24/2015 through 08/30/2015

Disclaimer: This is a record of activity.  The is-
suance of citations or the act of arrest does not
assign guilt to any identified party.
During this period there were 161 calls for
service received at the Nome Police Commu-
nications Center. 45 (28%) involved alcohol.
There were 13 arrests made with 12 (92%) al-
cohol related.
NPD responded to 20 calls reporting intoxi-
cated persons needing assistance. 1 was re-
manded to AMCC as protective hold; and 6
remained at the hospital for medical evalua-
tion/treatment.
There were 6 ambulance calls and no fire calls
during this period.

********************************************************

Monday, August 24, 2015
01:11 am, NPD received a report of a distur-

bance on the west end of town.  Officer’s re-
sponded and further investigation led to the arrest
of Melissa Carlisle for Harassment in the 2nd De-
gree.  Carlisle was then remanded to AMCC,
where she was held on $250.00 bail.

03:52 am, NPD received a report of a minor
consuming alcohol on the west end of town.  Offi-
cers responded and a citation was issued to the
minor, identified as Lovina Steve, age 18.  Steve
was then transported to the Norton Sound Re-
gional Hospital for medical evaluation and was left
in their care.

03:43 pm, NPD received a report of an individ-
ual threatening to harm themselves on the east
end of town.  Officers responded and made con-
tact with the individual, who was then transported
to Norton Sound Regional Hospital and left in the
care of BHS.  No further action was taken.

05:56 pm, NPD received a report of a possible
power line down at W. Kings Place and Steadman
St.  Officers responded and requested the assis-
tance of both TelAlaska and NJUS.  Further in-
vestigation revealed that the line was a GCI cable
line.  GCI was contacted and stated they will ad-
dress the issue.

07:08 pm, NPD received a report of a possible
trespass on the east end of town.  Investigation led
to the arrest of June Koonuk for Violating a Do-
mestic Violence Protective Order.  She was re-
manded to AMCC, where she was held without
bail.

Tuesday, August 25, 2015
00:45 am, NPD received a report of a possible

trespass on the west end of town. Investigation led
to the arrest of Archie Tocktoo for Violating a Do-
mestic Violence Protective Order and Violating his
Conditions of Probation.  Tocktoo was remanded
to Anvil Mountain Correctional Center, where he
was held without bail.

09:12 am, NPD received a report of a stolen bi-

cycle that is currently registered with the Nome
Police Department.  The reporting party provided
the description of the bicycle and officers were in-
formed to keep an eye out for it.

12:11 pm, NPD received a report of a drive off
from a local gas station.  The Nome Police De-
partment Dispatch Center was able to contact the
registered owner of the vehicle and they agreed to
go back to pay their debt. 

02:35 pm, NPD received a report of loose dogs
on the west end of town.  Officers made contact
with the owner of the dogs, identified as Sierra
Johnson, and she was issued a citation for Animal
at Large and was released at the scene.

Wednesday, August 26, 2015
02:38 am, NPD received a report of a possible

sexual assault that occurred on the west end of
town. The investigation is still ongoing.  During the
investigation, Daniel Goldy was contacted and he
was arrested for two counts of Violating his Con-
ditions of Release.  Goldy was remanded to AMCC
and bail was set at $2,000.

03:56 am, NPD received a report of a sexual
assault occurring on the west side of town. The in-
vestigation is still ongoing.

01:39 pm, NPD impounded a small dog to the
animal shelter and it was later claimed by Louis
Buffas.  Buffas was issued a citation for Animal at
Large and then was released on scene.

11:20 pm, NPD received a request of assis-
tance required at a residence on the west end of
town. Officers responded to scene and made con-
tact with the reporting party, who was found to be
highly intoxicated.  The reporting party was then
transported to Norton Sound Regional Hospital for
medical clearance and later remanded to AMCC
for a Title 47 hold.

Thursday, August 27, 2015
06:41 am, NPD received a report of a stolen ve-

hicle. Officers located the vehicle and nothing from
inside was reported missing, nor was there any
damage done to the vehicle.  The vehicle was then
transported back to the owner’s residence.

09:15 am, NPD received a report of a stolen
phone that had been located by the reporting
party.  The owner requested that charges be filed
against the suspect; who has since been identi-
fied.  The investigation is currently ongoing. 

09:49 am, NPD impounded a dog from the west
end of town.  Officers will issue a citation to the
owner upon claiming the animal.   

10:52 am, NPD received a report of a stolen ve-
hicle taken from the west end of town.  Further in-

vestigation revealed the vehicle was not stolen
and had been seized as a result of a lien filed at
the Nome Trial Courts.  The reporting party was
informed of the seizure and given the contact in-
formation for the parties involved to rectify the sit-
uation.

11:14 am, NPD received a report of an intoxi-
cated individual not leaving a residence on the
west end of town.  Officers responded and the in-
dividual was transported to a sober relative’s res-
idence, where they were left in their care.

Friday, August 28, 2015
07:40 am, NPD received a call from an em-

ployee regarding a dredge being hooked up to a
fire hydrant on the west side of town.  Upon fur-
ther investigation, the subject had been given per-
mission to use the hydrant to conduct a pressure
test on a pontoon to find a leak.  No further action
was necessary.

01:50 pm, a citizen arrived at the Nome Police
Department to report an ATV that was not being
returned upon request.  Further investigation re-
vealed that the person had allowed the subject to

work on the vehicle and neither party had any
proof of ownership.  Both parties were directed to
the Nome Court system for resolution through civil
action.

04:04 pm, NPD responded to the Norton Sound
Regional Hospital for the belated report of a sex-
ual assault occurring within city limits.  A suspect
has been identified and the investigation is ongo-
ing.

Seawall

and to apply for an Alaska Permanent Fund Divi-
dend, if eligible, each year until restitution is paid
in full; Probation until 8/25/16; Comply with all di-
rect court orders listed above by the deadlines
stated; No Further Game Violations.

State of Alaska v. Hank Henry (improper
DOB); Judgment Fish & Game; CTN 001:
5AAC85.020(a): Hunting Seasons And Bag Limits
For Brown Bear Unit 2 & Unit 3, Violation; CTN
002: 5AAC92.220(a)(2): Failure To Salvage
Brown Bear Hide And Skull, Violation; Date of Of-
fenses: 7/21/15; Fine: CTN 001 and 002: Each
count: Fined $500 with $250 suspended; Unsus-
pended $250 shall be paid 8/25/16; Police Train-
ing Surcharge: CTN 001 and 002: Each count:
Surcharge: $10 (Inf/viol); Defendant is ordered to
pay restitution as stated in the Restitution Judg-
ment and to apply for an Alaska Permanent Fund
Dividend, if eligible, each year until restitution is
paid in full; Probation until 8/25/16; Comply with
all direct court orders listed above by the dead-
lines stated; No Further Game Violations.

State of Alaska v. Shane Lockwood (1/15/94);
Order to Modify or Revoke Probation;  ATN:
114798879; Violated conditions of probation; Pro-
bation extended by one year to 3/3/17; Any ap-
pearance or performance bond is exonerated;
Must pay suspended $100 jail surcharge to the
AGs Office, Anchorage.

State of Alaska v. Aaron Casper Milligrock
(9/10/89); CTN 002: Harassment 1; Date of Viola-
tion: 8/6/15; CTN Chrgs Dismissed: 1, 3, 4; 180
days, 120 days suspended; Unsuspended 60
days shall be served with defendant remanded
immediately to AMCC; Initial Jail Surcharge: $50
per case; Due now to AGs Office, Anchorage; Po-
lice Training Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through
this court within 10 days; Restitution: Defendant
shall pay restitution as stated in the Restitution
Judgment and shall apply for an Alaska Perma-
nent Fund Dividend, if eligible, each year until
restitution is paid in full; Amount of restitution to
be determined as provided in Criminal Rule
32.6(c)(2); Probation until 8/25/16; Shall comply
with all court orders by the deadlines stated; Sub-
ject to warrantless arrest for any violation of these
conditions of probation; Shall commit no violations
of law, assaultive or disorderly conduct, or do-
mestic violence; Shall not possess, consume or
buy alcohol; State ID issued under AS 18.65.310
must list the buying restriction until the restriction
expires; Shall not have alcohol in his residence;
Shall not enter or remain on the premises of any
bar or liquor store; Subject to warrantless breath
testing by any peace officer with probable cause
to believe defendant has consumed alcohol.

State of Alaska v. Shane Lockwood (1/15/94);
CTN 001: Harassment; Date of Violation: 7/3/15;
CTN Chrgs Dismissed: 2 through 6; 90 days, 0
days suspended; Unsuspended 90 days shall be
served; Initial Jail Surcharge: $50 per case; Due
now to AGs Office, Anchorage; Police Training
Surcharge: $50 shall be paid through this court
within 10 days.

State of Alaska v. Kevin Emmanual Ozenna
(3/26/92); Dismissal; Count VI and VII: Violation
of Conditions of Release for a Misdemeanor; Filed
by the DAs Office 8/24/15.

State of Alaska v. Jason Annogiyuk (3/19/79);
2NO-14-514CR Order to Modify or Revoke Pro-
bation; ATN: 114193809; Violated conditions of
probation; Probation terminated; Suspended jail
term revoked and imposed: balance of time to
serve; Report to the Nome Court on 10/30/15 for
a remand hearing.

State of Alaska v. Jason Annogiyuk (3/19/79);
2NO-14-728CR Order to Modify or Revoke Pro-
bation; ATN: 114800409; Violated conditions of
probation; No other action; Probation extended to
4/15/16; All other terms and conditions of proba-
tion in the original judgment remain in effect.

State of Alaska v. Roger C. Oozevaseuk
(5/12/83); Order to Modify or Revoke Probation;
ATN: 114192576; Violated conditions of probation;
Suspended jail term revoked and imposed: 15
days; All other terms and conditions of probation
in the original judgment remain in effect.

State of Alaska v. Larry Jacob Daniels
(7/10/87); Order to Modify or Revoke Probation;
ATN: 112371075; Violated conditions of probation;
Suspended jail term revoked and imposed: all re-
maining time.

• Court

ABSENTEE BALLOTS 
NOME MUNICPAL ELECTION 

 
Absentee ballots for the October 6, 2015 City of Nome Municipal Election will be 
available at the Office of the City Clerk, located in Nome City Hall, by September 

25, 2015. Application may be made by mail to: City Clerk, City of Nome, P.O. 
Box 281, Nome, Alaska  99762, or by fax at (907)443-5345.  Mailed ballot 

applications MUST be received in the City Clerk’s Office no later than October 1, 
2015. Ballot applications submitted in person MUST be received by  

October 5, 2015. 9.3-10-17-24

  ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 

If you plan to vote in the October 6, 2015 City of Nome 
Municipal Election, you must be registered to vote at a 

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS IN NOME by September 4, 2015. 
 

Contact the Office of Elections in the new State Office Building 
to register to vote or to change your address. 

9.3

μ SNC LAND

OTHER LAND

The lands within the outlined and shaded area on the Nome vicinity
map are predominately privately owned by Sitnasuak Native Corporation.
The following uses are NOT ALLOWED on Sitnasuak Native Corporation lands:
Hunting by aircraft, land use such as camping, and mining.  
Trespass and unpermitted land use is NOT ALLOWED.
  
Sitnasuak lands are posted with signs in various locations and the public
is reminded to comply with any posted notices and to not destroy signs.
For other allowable land uses, please contact:

Sitnasuak Native Corporation
Land Department 
P.O. Box 905
Nome, Alaska 99762
(907) 387-1220

Mile 19 Glacier RoadMIle 28 Nome-Teller Road

AK DNR Navigable Waters

Mile 20 Nome-Council Road

Sonora Creek

Mile 20 Kougarok Road

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

continued from page 16

continued on page 18
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          Southside Animal Hospital
         (907) 345-1905
         Open Monday - Friday 7 a.m. - 6 p.m.
         and Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Call Everts in Anchorage for a Quote Number so you can send your pet round trip for $50 
for medical with the animal care program. The number is (866) 242-0009.

Pet Express is (907) 562-7333, they will transport the animal to the hospital.

Quote Number: Need to call that morning or day before. It’s necessary to keep track of costs.

Dimond Animal Hospital
(907) 562-8384
open 24/7

Veterinarians in Anchorage:George Krier

Professional

Land Surveyor
P.O. Box 1058

Nome, Alaska 99762

(907) 443-5358

Cell: (360) 722-1987

surveyor@nome.net
PROPERTY, MORTGAGE & SUBDIVISION SURVEYS • YEAR ROUND ANYTIME & ANYPLACE

Your ad here

Call The Nome Nugget:
(907) 443-5235

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

04:39 pm, NPD received a phone call request-
ing a welfare check be completed on an individual
who failed to show up to work.  Upon further in-
vestigation, the subject was found to have recently
been incarcerated.  The reporting party was in-
formed of this information and no further action
was necessary.

05:41 pm, NPD responded to a local business
on the east side of town for the report of a female
requesting help.  Investigation revealed that the fe-
male, identified as Courtney Amaktoolik, had been
warned previously not to enter the premises.
Amaktoolik admitted to officers she was aware of
the warning issued and was subsequently placed
under arrest for Criminal Trespass in the Second
Degree. She was transported and remanded to
AMCC, where she was held on $500 bail.

07:52 pm, NPD officers, while on routine patrol,
observed two juveniles climbing on connex con-
tainers on the west side of town.  The two juve-
niles were contacted and given a verbal warning
regarding playing on private property.  No further
action was taken.

09:31 pm, NPD received a report of alleged
child abuse.  The suspect and victim have been
identified and the investigation is ongoing.

10:21 pm, NPD received a report of suspicious
persons entering an abandoned building on the
east side of town.  Upon arrival and further inves-
tigation, it was learned that the building’s owner
had given the persons permission to be inside the
residence.  No further action was necessary. 

10:21 pm, NPD received a report of a possibly
intoxicated driver on a motorcycle on the west side
of town.  Officers located the vehicle in question
and made contact with the driver, who was found
to be sober.  No further action was necessary.

10:41 pm, NPD responded to an apartment
complex on the west side of town for the report of
a female who was unconscious next to a staircase.
The female, identified as Sophie Iyapana, was
found intoxicated and it was later learned that Iya-
pana was on current Conditions of Release that
prohibit the consumption of alcohol, as well as
consuming while under the age of 21. Iyapana was
placed under arrest for Violating her Conditions of
Release and Habitual Minor Consuming Alcohol.
She was remanded to Anvil Mountain Correctional
Center, where she was held on $1,250 bail. 

11:14 pm, NPD responded to a business on the
west side of town for the report of a customer re-
fusing to pay his bill and refusing to leave.  Inves-
tigation revealed that the male’s paycheck had not
been deposited into his bank account.  The male
was provided transportation to his home to retrieve
his checkbook and the matter was settled after he
wrote a check for his bill. No further action was
needed. 

11:53 pm, NPD responded to a business on the
west side of town for the report of an intoxicated
male causing a disturbance.  One male was con-
tacted outside on the sidewalk and found to be the
source of the disturbance.  The male was issued a
verbal warning for Disorderly Conduct and Drunk
on Licensed Premise.  The reporting party de-
clined pressing any criminal charges and the male
was provided transportation to his residence,
where he was left in the care of sober family mem-
bers. 

Saturday, August 29, 2015
00:15 am, NPD received a report from a citizen

reported stolen prescription medications.  The
male called several hours later to inform NPD that
the medication had been located and was just mis-
placed.

00:50 am, NPD received a report of a male vi-
olating a Domestic Violence Protective Order at a
business on the west side of town.  Upon arrival,
the reported suspect was not on scene and when
located later, it was learned that once the subject
realized the petitioner was present, he relocated
to another establishment.  No further enforcement
action was necessary.

01:41 am, NPD responded to a residence on
the west side of town for an intoxicated subject re-
fusing to leave a residence of a relative after being
asked multiple times.  Upon officers’ arrival, the
subject was contacted and identified as Melanie
Kulukhon, who continued to refuse to vacate the
residence, even at the request of responding offi-
cers.  Kulukhon was subsequently placed under
arrest for Criminal Trespass in the First Degree,
DV and was remanded to AMCC, where she was
held without bail.

03:16 am, NPD received a report of two indi-
viduals fighting in the middle of the street on the
west side of town.  Upon arrival, the two subjects
fled the scene but were located a short time later
nearby and neither involved party wished to pur-
sue any criminal charges.  During contact, a third
intoxicated subject was contacted and identified
as Patrick Okitkon, who was found to be on current
Conditions of Release and Probation; both of
which prohibited the consumption of alcohol.  Ok-
itkon was placed under arrest for Violating his
Conditions of Release and Probation and was re-
manded to AMCC, where he was held without bail.

09:06 am, NPD received a report of an intoxi-
cated driver present at a local air carrier.  Upon ar-
rival, the subject had already been transported to
his residence by a third party.  Further attempts to
contact the driver at their residence were unsuc-
cessful.  

10:52 am, a citizen arrived at the Nome Police
Department to report a lost wallet.  If you, or any-
one you know, find any lost/abandoned property,
feel free to drop it off at the Public Safety Building
so the owner can be located and reunited with
their property.

11:39 am, NPD received a report of a possible
intruder in a residence on the west side of town.
Upon arrival, officers cleared the residence of any
uninvited guests and spoke further with the re-
porting party to gather details.  The homeowner
arrived on scene shortly thereafter and it was
learned that an invited guest had returned to
gather personal belongings.  No further action was
necessary.

12:15 pm, a citizen arrived at the Public Safety
Building with a loose dog they had captured.  A no-

tice was placed online and the owner arrived later
in the day to claim the animal.  The owner Greg
Mendez was issued a citation for Animal at Large
and the dog was released to his custody.

12:40 pm, NPD received a report of a possible
sexual assault occurring on the east side of town.
The victim was transported to the Norton Sound
Regional Hospital for medical evaluation and fur-
ther investigation revealed that the assault was not
sexual in nature.  A suspect has been identified
and the investigation is ongoing regarding the
physical assault.

01:12 pm, NPD received a welfare check re-
quest for a person who was reportedly out of fuel
and without electricity.  Upon arrival, the subject
was contacted and found in good health and the
landlord for the property was assisting with a fur-
nace malfunction.  The reporting party was in-
formed of the subject’s well-being and did not
request any further action be taken.

04:05 pm, NPD CSO responded to the west
side of town for the report of a male lying on the
ground.  The male was contacted and found to be
highly intoxicated.  The male was transported to
the Norton Sound Regional Hospital and left in the
care of the ER staff due to his level of intoxication.
At 08:11 pm, the subject had been medically
cleared and he was provided transportation to a
sober friend’s residence, where he was left in their
care.

04:17 pm, NPD responded to a residence on
the west side of town for the report of a distur-
bance between several parties.  Upon arrival, sev-
eral members of the household were contacted
and the disturbance was found to be a verbal ar-
gument regarding familial issues.  All persons in-
volved were given a verbal warning for Disorderly
Conduct and were released at the scene.

05:47 pm, NPD received a report of a person
refusing to leave a residence on the east side of
town.  Prior to officers’ arrival, the reporting party
called back stating that the subject had left and no
police presence was necessary.

05:51 pm, NPD responded to a residence on
the east side of town for the report of a sexual as-
sault.  The victim was contacted and transported to
the Norton Sound Regional Hospital for evalua-
tion, but did not wish to continue with the investi-
gation.  A suspect has been identified and the
victim was instructed to contact the Nome Police
Department if pursuit of further investigation was
desired.

07:50 pm, NPD CSO responded to the north
end of town for the report of two children playing
close to the highway.  Two children were contacted
after being observed walking along the highway
and were provided transportation to their resi-
dence, where they were left in the care of their
mother, who was informed of the children’s activi-
ties.  No further enforcement action was neces-
sary.

10:57 pm, NPD officers conducted a traffic stop
on a vehicle without an operational tail light on the
north edge of town.  The driver, David Lajack, was
contacted and was not able to provide proof of in-
surance.  Lajack was issued a citation for Failure
to Provide Proof of Insurance and issued a verbal
warning regarding the equipment violation.

11:15 pm, NPD officers conducted a traffic stop
on a vehicle that failed to come to a complete stop
at a stop sign on the west side of town.  The driver
was found to have current documentation and was
issued a verbal warning for the moving violation.

11:36 pm, NPD officers conducted a traffic stop
on a vehicle without an operational headlight on
the west side of town.  The driver, Daniel Verduin,
was issued a citation for Failure to Provide Proof of
Insurance and was issued a verbal warning for the
equipment violation.

11:47 pm, NPD officers conducted a traffic stop
on a vehicle with only one operational taillight.  The
driver, Mackenzie Hall, was issued a citation for
Failure to Provide Proof of Insurance and was
given a verbal warning for the equipment violation.

Sunday, August 30, 2015
00:08 am, NPD conducted a traffic stop on the

west side of town on a vehicle without operational
taillights.  The driver was given a verbal warning
for the equipment violation and was released at
the scene.

00:51 am, NPD conducted a traffic stop on the
north end of town on a vehicle exceeding the
speed limit.  The driver, Wilson Hoogendorn, was
issued a citation for Failure to Provide Proof of In-
surance and was given a verbal warning for
speeding.

01:21 am, NPD responded to a residence on
the west side of town for the report of an assault
that occurred earlier in the evening.  The victim
was interviewed and was provided transportation
to their home. The suspect has been identified and
the investigation is ongoing. 

02:12 am, NPD officers were conducting a se-
curity check in a licensed premise on the west side
of town.  During the check, officers contacted
Frank Johnson, who was found to have an out-
standing arrest warrant.  Johnson was placed
under arrest and remanded to AMCC, where he
was held without bail.

07:54 am, NPD received a report of a bicycle
being reported stolen from a residence on the east
side of town.  At 06:50 pm, the owner called NPD
stating the bike had been located.

03:24 pm, NPD responded to a hotel on the
east side of town for the report of an intoxicated
male refusing to leave the property.  Upon arrival,
officers contacted and identified the male as
Samuel Mokiyuk, who was still present within the
establishment.  Mokiyuk was subsequently placed
under arrest for Criminal Trespass in the Second
Degree and was transported to Anvil Mountain
Correctional Center, where he was held on $250
bail.

03:34 pm, NPD responded to an apartment
complex on the east side of town for the report of
an assault. Upon arrival, officers contacted the vic-
tim, who was found to have been injured as a re-
sult of the attack.  The suspect, who had fled the
scene, was located and identified as Joylynn
Kugzruk.  Investigating officers located Kugzruk
and following investigation, Kugzruk was placed
under arrest for Assault in the Fourth Degree, DV
and was transported to the Norton Sound Re-
gional Hospital for medical clearance. Once

cleared, she was then remanded to the AMCC,
where she was held without bail. 

06:09 pm, NPD received a report of a juvenile
being assaulted on the west side of town.  Inves-
tigation indicated the juvenile was injured by a
family member.  The suspect, identified as William
Alvanna, was contacted a short time later and was
placed under arrest for Assault in the Third De-
gree, DV and was remanded to AMCC, where he
was held without bail.

07:39 pm, NPD received a report that Justin
Shield had contacted the petitioner of a protective
order, which prohibited contact.  A short time later,
Schield was located on the west side of town and
was placed under arrest for Violating a Domestic
Violence Protective Order and for Violating his

Conditions of Release; which state he shall obey
all laws. Schield was transported to Anvil Moun-
tain Correctional Center, where he was held with-
out bail.  

08:33 pm, NPD CSO responded to the west
side of town for the report of a male sitting on the
ground that may possibly require assistance.  The
male was contacted, identified and observed to be
intoxicated.  The male was provided transportation
to his home, where he was left in the care of sober
family members. 

08:47 pm, NPD received a report from a home-
owner that a construction worker had abandoned
a project on the east side of town and had taken
various items from the worksite.  The property
owner was advised file a civil suit against the

worker if items were not returned and to also utilize
the option of a protective order to keep the subject
off the property.  At 2237 hours, NPD contacted
the subject and recovered the missing items which
were returned to the property owner. 

10:10 pm, NPD responded to the east side of
town for the report of several individuals trespass-
ing inside a residence.  Further investigation re-
vealed that a second occupant of the home had
invited the reported trespassers inside.  The two
subjects left upon request and were provided
transportation to their own residence.  No further
enforcement action was taken.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

2015 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 
CANDIDATE FILING DEADLINE 

 
The candidate filing deadline is Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 5:00 PM for 
the Annual City of Nome Municipal, School Board, and Utility Board Election 
(which will be held on Tuesday, October 6, 2015). 
 
The following seats will be up for election: 
• Mayor (2 year term) 
• 2 City Council (3 year terms) 
• 2 Utility Board (one 3 year term, one 2 year term) 
• 2 School Board (3 year terms) 
 
Contact City Hall at 443-6663 to obtain the forms necessary to file. 8.20-27,9.3-10
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Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center
A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about

 family cases including divorce,
 dissolution, custody and visitation,

child support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

302 E. Front Street
P. O. Box 633
Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606

www.aurorainnome.com

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and 
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or

1-907-443-5444 • fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL 

B E R I N G S E A

W O M E N ’ S

G R O U P

P.O. Box 1596  Nome, AK 99762

704 Seppala Drive
Appliance Sales and Parts

Plumbing  – Heating  – Electrical

Welding Gas and Supplies

Hardware  – Tools  – Steel

Builders Supply

443-2234                      1-800-590-2234

443-5211

Checker Cab
Leave the driving to us

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

1-800-478-9355

Nome Discovery
Tours
Day tours

Evening excursions
Custom road trips 

Gold panning • Ivory carving
Tundra tours 

CUSTOM TOURS!

“Don’t leave Nome without
hooking-up with Richard at

Nome Discovery Tours!”
— Esquire Magazine March 1997 

(907) 443-2814 
discover@gci.net

24 hours
a day

7 days/wk

ALASKA
POISON

CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

www.snc.org

Sitnasuak Native Corporation 
(907) 387-1200

Bonanza Fuel, Inc. 
(907) 387-1201

Bonanza Fuel call out cell 
(907) 304-2086

Nanuaq, Inc. 
(907) 387-1202

     
YOUR complete hunting & fishing store

120 West First Avenue
(907) 4,2880 o r
1-800-680-NOME

COD, credit card & special orders

OPEN M-F 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

120 W 1st Ave. (907) 443-2880 or 1-800-680-(6663)NOME
Mon. - Fri. • 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Saturday • 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

COD, credit card & special orders welcome

NOME OUTFITTERS

              

                   

Spa, Nails & Tanning
Please call 443-6768 for appointment

120 W. 1st Ave. 
M-F: 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Sat: 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome!

ARCTIC CHIROPRACTIC
Nome

Dr. David Baldridge

Treating
~ headaches and neck pain
~ muscle and joint pain
~ back pain and stiffness
~ sprains and strains

113 E Front St, Ste 102  “Life is good when you’re pain free.”
Nome, AK 99762
(In the Federal Building next to the Post Office) 907.443.7477

With
~ chiropractic adjusting
~ myofascial release
~ physical therapy and

rehabilitation
~ conservative care

WA # 164039  AK # 11706

701 West 8th Ave., Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99501
Tel. 907.257.6424   Tel. 907.522.9405
Fax. 907.257.5224   Cel. 907.529.6306
Kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

The Company You Keep®

Kap Sun Enders, Agent
AK Insurance License # 11706
New York Life Insurance Company
701 W. 8th Ave. Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99501
P. 907.257.6424  
kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

That’s right... New York Life
does 401(k) rollovers.

Helping you do more with your qualified retirement assets.
Oc New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10010 SMRU 509791CV (Exp. 06/21/15)

Looking for Home Financing?
I can help! Call me 888-480-8877

Hilde Stapgens, CMB
Mortgage Originator

Hildegard Stapgens # AK 193345
stapgensh@residentialmtg.com
100 Calais Dr. Anchorage, AK.

www.HomeLoansYouCanUse.com

FREE PRE-QUALIFICATION  — CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

Every story a nugget.
To advertise, call us:

(907)443-5235
or email: ads@nomenugget.com

- -
 

 

Terry's Therapeutic Massage
By Appointment

Terry Lawvor Miller, CHHP
Book Online:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lschedule

Instant Gift Certificates:  https://terrysmassage.boomtime.com/lgift
508 West Tobuk Alley

907- 443-2633 or 907- 304-2655

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME
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Help 
Jens 
Hildreth

Wells Fargo Account:
596 593 3442

We thank you for your kindness 
to Jens all along this journey!

By Maisie Thomas
Birds are beginning to migrate

south, but as they go Nome fills with
another type of visitors: cruise ship
passengers. In the early part of the
summer, most of the ships in Nome’s
port are research vessels, but by Sep-
tember they are mostly cruise ships. 

On August 13 the Silver Discov-
erer, operated by Silversea cruises,
brought the first cruise ship passen-
gers to Nome. 

The most recent cruise ship to
dock in Nome was L’Austral, a lux-
ury cruise ship from the French line
Ponant. The second of the five cruise
vessels scheduled to dock in Nome

this summer landed on August 20.
Nome is often the turn-around

spot for cruise ships. A group of pas-
sengers arrives on a vessel and tours
Nome before flying out, while others
arrive on the same plan, tour Nome
and then get onboard the cruise ship.
According to David Karp, co-owner
of Northern Logistics, a tour com-
pany geared toward cruise passen-
gers, this maximizes the impact
tourists have on Nome’s economy.
During their 12 or so hours in the
Gold Rush City, the passengers ex-
perience Nome with local residents
as guides. Although Karp roughly
structures the tours, for the most part

the guide chooses the destinations
and activities. At the end of the day,
the group leaves on an airplane, or in
the case of L’Austral, two planes,
chartered by the cruise line. 

L’Austral, one of the four ships
operated by Ponant, was commis-
sioned in the spring of 2011. Le Bo-
real and Le Soléal, L’Austral’s sister
ships, are scheduled to arrive in
Nome later in the fall. Each of the
boats can carry up to 264 passengers
as well as 140 crewmembers. Pas-
sengers on the nearly identical
French ships have their choice be-
tween two on board restaurants.
Amenities and entertainment aboard

the luxury ships include a pool, spa,
library, fitness center and theatre.

It is possible that the ships will be
delayed due to rough seas and the
late summer storm. But for now, Le
Boreal is scheduled to arrive in
Nome on September 11 and take pas-
sengers down the coast of Alaska and
into Canada. Passengers fly into
Nome on a chartered flight. The 15-
day cruise ends in Vancouver.

Le Soléal will visit Nome shortly
after its sister ship. After tourists fly
in from Anchorage, the Russian-
bound cruise ship will take its pas-
sengers across the date line. The
14-day trip will follow the Russian

coast down to Petropavlovsk-Kam-
chatskiy, which is roughly the same
latitude as the Aleutian chain.

The other cruise line with a ship
traveling to Nome is the German
company Hapag-Lloyd. Their ship
Bremen is set to arrive in Nome on
September 7 and stay until Septem-
ber 8. The month-long cruise started
in Norway on August 12, and headed
north to Russia and the Arctic Ocean.
The ship will travel on the Northeast
Passage. After reaching Nome, the
passengers will leave on a flight to
Vancouver, then another back to Ger-
many. 

By Maisie Thomas
As evidenced by the shrinking

ponds and massive wildfires, this
summer has been especially dry for
both Alaska and most of the western
United States. But as fall approaches,
Alaska has not seen the last of 2015’s
strange weather. The dry summer is
likely part of a severe weather pat-

tern, meaning that there will be more
frequent fall storms and a warmer
than normal winter. According to
Christopher Clarke, Meteorological
Technician for the National Weather
Service in Nome, the dry summer is
a result of a storm track caused by El
Niño and a phenomenon known as
Pacific Decadal Oscillation, or PDO

for short.
El Niño, defined by warming of

the Pacific Ocean, pushes warm wa-
ters up the west coast. This often re-
sults in drier than average weather.
Unusually warm water off the Gulf
of Alaska creates high atmospheric
pressure, which blocks precipitation. 

PDO is similar to El Niño, but

works in a 40 to 50 year pattern of
cold and warm phases. Last year
marked the beginning of a warm
phase, and it is currently in what is
called the “Alaska Warm Phase.” In-
dependently, each phenomenon
causes storms and abnormal weather.
Combined, the effects amplify one
another, causing drier weather, more
frequent storms and warmer winters.
“We have two reasons to expect a
warmer than usual winter,” said John
Walsh, Chief Scientist and Presi-
dent’s Professor of Global Change at
the International Arctic Research
Center at the University of Alaska,
Fairbanks. Although it is easy to
jump to conclusions, Walsh said that
the dry weather is not a result of cli-
mate change. The prediction is that
global warming will lead to more
precipitation in the summers, not
less. According to Walsh, the precip-
itation this summer was consistent
with what is expected during El Niño
and PDO years. However, the
warmer than average summer was
unexpected, since El Niño usually

causes higher temperatures in the
winter, not summer. 

The precipitation predictions for
this winter are still up in the air. Ac-
cording to Walsh, there is little cor-
relation between dry summers and
winter snowfall. But it is likely that
Nome and surrounding areas will get
their fill of precipitation in the form
of fall storms.

The storm during the beginning of
last week was caused by the storm
track of El Niño and PDO. Fall
storms usually occur later in the sea-
son, but seeing them during this time
of year is not that unusual, according
to Clarke. “It’s definitely not the
norm, it happens maybe once in
every 10 years.” 

Although the storm presented
harsher weather than usual for late
August, it was not a major weather
event. According to Mimi Farley,
Emergency Service Administrator
for the City of Nome, there were no
reports of damage in the Nome area.

Nome to see three more cruise ships this fall

El Niño and PDO cause dry Alaskan summer

Photo by Nikolai Ivanoff 
SALMON LAKE ISLAND— Low water due to an unusually dry summer brought forth this island in 
Salmon Lake north of Nome.

Photo by Nils Hahn
NO WATER— A small tundra pond along the Nome-Council Highway is waterless as a result of an unusually
dry summer in Nome.

Photos by Nikolai Ivanoff
FRENCH CRUISE SHIP—The L’Austral is docked in the Nome Road-
estead on August 20.

ALL ABOARD— Visitors from around the world board Nome school
buses on their way to points of interest after arriving at the Nome airport
and before boarding the french cruise ship L’Austral on August 20.
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