
where Quintillion is breaking ground
to make communication zip through
fiber optics. Fiber optics sends sig-
nals down hair-thin strands of glass
or plastic fiber—very quickly, so
quickly that folks in Nome, Point
Hope, Wainwright, Kotzebue, Bar-
row and Prudhoe Bay could be
downloading e-mail, video, music,
telemedicine and learning files in a
few seconds within the next two
years. Quintillion will be delivering
100-gig capacity.

Quintillion’s CEO Elizabeth
Pierce expects fiber optic broadband
to provide affordable and reliable
communication in western Alaskan
communities. 

“Quintillion will operate as a mid-
dle-mile carrier, selling capacity and
offering access to all other carriers,
telecom integrators and aggrega-
tors,” Pierce said. There won’t be a
monopoly. The capacity will be
available on a non-discriminatory
basis to Tel-Alaska, GCI, AT&T and

any company that wants to partici-
pate.

The availability of affordable, re-
liable broadband communication
will spur economic development,
Pierce believes. 

“Monopolies don’t build
economies,” Pierce said. “Better
pricing and better service will allow
an economy to grow.”

Introduction of affordable broad-
band in countries has increased the
G.D.P. by 2.5 points, Pierce added.
An ample number of studies, includ-
ing a four-year study funded by the
U.S. Dept. of Commerce back up
this claim. In 2010, after a competi-
tive selection process, the depart-
ment contracted Baltimore-based
ASR Analytics to perform an inde-
pendent study of the department’s
Recovery Act funded broadband
grant program. Results released in
January 2015 showed economic ben-

continued on page 4
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Photo by Nils Hahn
MAYOR OF NOME— Last Friday, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon, Richard Beneville was sworn in as the
new mayor of Nome. See full story on page 7.

By Kristine McRae
Nearly 200 students, teachers, ad-

ministrators, organizations, leaders,
culture-bearers, parents and commu-
nity members came together at the
first  “Norton Sound Education Sum-
mit” last weekend in Nome to talk
about the education of children in the
Norton Sound region. 

The Norton Sound Education
Workgroup organized the summit.
The group formed in April of 2014

with the vision to address educa-
tional practices and priorities across
the region. 

The three days of workshops,
keynotes and conversations centered
on ways in which communities can
make strides in improving educa-
tional opportunities and outcomes. 

In order to focus their efforts, the
group identified four areas of con-
centration: Cultural Relevancy in
Education, Early Childhood/Ele-

mentary Education, Growing Our
Own Teachers, and Post-secondary
Preparation and Transition Success.
In addition to the four areas, the sum-
mit also included a Youth Gathering,
at which Evon Peter spoke to stu-
dents from Nome and Bering Strait
school districts. Peter, a Gwich’in
Athabascan Indian from Arctic Vil-
lage, serves as the Vice Chancellor
for Rural, Community and Native
Education at the University of

Voter turnout 26 
percent in election

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Nome Common Council

passed a resolution Oct. 8 canvass-
ing the results of the Oct. 6 munici-
pal election.

In all, 628 votes were cast and
counted for representation on
Nome’s municipal government, util-
ity and school board panels. 

Voters elected Richard Beneville
as mayor with 382 votes to incum-
bent Denise Michels’ 236, with 5
write-ins.

For Council Seat C, Lew Tobin
received 364 votes to incumbent
Randy Pomeranz’ 236 votes, with 5
write-ins.

For Seat D, incumbent Stan An-
dersen, with 364 votes, slipped by
Sarah Swartz who had 204 votes and
Chuck Wheeler’s 84 votes, without
a runoff election. There were 8
write-in votes.

For Nome Joint Utility Board
seats A and C, Patrick Knodel and

Dave Barron, unopposed, received
550 and 562 votes. There were 26
write-in votes for Knodel’s seat, for
Barron’s seat, 18 write-ins.

On Nome School Board Seat C,
Nancy Mendenhall beat John Tid-
well, 398 to 200 votes, with 7 write-
ins.

Retired schoolteacher Keith Con-
ger, who ran unopposed, received
551 votes for School Board Seat D,
with 34 write-in votes.

All were elected for three years
except for Beneville, as mayor, and
Knodel, utilities, each for two years.

In the NSEDC election for Nome
board member, Patrick Johanson
edged out incumbent Don Stiles, 299
votes to 275 with 13 write-in votes.
However, the NSEDC election is not
canvassed by City of Nome, accord-
ing to City Manager Tom Moran. 

Preparation work progressing for fiber optic broadband

C
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Alaska Fairbanks. Other guests in-
cluded Alaska’s Commissioner of
Education Mike Hanley, Elizabeth
Medicine-Crow from First Alaskans
Institute, and Larry Kaplan, a lin-
guist and researcher from UAF. 

At the opening reception on Fri-
day evening, representatives from
the four tracks spoke to the inten-
tions of each group. 

Dr. Barb Amarok introduced the
vision behind Cultural Relevancy in
Education. “Our premise is that in-
digenous knowledge is a value to all,
and in order for the deep knowledge
of the Bering Strait communities to
seamlessly flow from home through
school, the expertise of educators

must be applied within the context of
the local community,” Amarok told
the audience. “When the identities of
our students are represented, they
become prepared for self-determina-
tion and local, state and global lead-
ership.”  

Marie Tozier from UAF’s North-
west Campus described a three-
pronged approach to Early
Childhood and Elementary Educa-
tion by asking what resources are
needed to help young learners im-
prove reading skills, transition into
the school system and maintain their
identity throughout their education. 

Nome hosts first Norton Sound Education Summit

continued on page 5

By Sandra L. Medearis
Crews have put shovels to dirt in

three of six communities destined to
have access to fiber optic broadband
service within the next two years.

Quintillion Networks is bringing
spurs ashore from a large subsea
cable passing through the Bering
Strait as it connects Asia with west-
ern Europe.

Nome is one of the communities

continued on page 4

Photo by Keith Conger
SENIOR NIGHT– The Nome-Beltz Nanooks volleyball program has six seniors. Honored before the home crowd Friday night, and standing with there families, were, left to right, Katy
Tomter, Senora Ahmasuk, Jadyn Otton, Kalani Suemai, Allaryce Agloinga, Rayne Lie and Kailey Witrosky. 

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
HIGH SPEED INTERNET—Contractors have drilled to run a conduit
for a fiber optic spur coming off a subsea cable with broadband capac-
ity for Nome. The project belongs to Anchorage-based Quintillion Net-
works.
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