Photo by Diana Haecker

DANCING — A pair of sandhill cranes (Grus canadensis) engaged in a dance near Nome last week. Sandhill cranes mate for life, choosing their partners based on dancing displays. The
birds stretched their wings, pumped their heads, bowed and leapt into the air.
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Gold dredger dies while diving for gold off East Beach

By Diana Haecker

A 39-year-old diver died on
Wednesday, August 13 evening
while diving for gold off the gold
dredge Argo.

The man was identified as Sean
Beals of Seattle, Washington.

The Alaska State Troopers re-
ceived a report at 10:41 p.m. of an
unresponsive diver working off the
dredge, located half a mile offshore

from Farley’s Camp, 4.5 miles east
of Nome.

A Trooper press release says the
dive tender working topside ob-
served the diver floating face down
in the water. The tender summoned
assistance from another gold dredge
crew and they attempted to save the
diver.

The Argo’s dive tender called his
supervisor, who called 911 to acti-

vate the Nome emergency response.

The Nome Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment’s Search and Rescue was toned
out.

Acting Fire Chief Jerry Steiger
said the search and rescue team re-
sponded by boat with The Guardian,
including Harbormaster and NVFD
volunteer Lucas Stotts.

Upon arrival, they saw another
boat trying to assist.

Photo by Diana Haecker
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL — On Tuesday August 19, summer was officially over for Nome students as
the first day of school rolled around. Here, young student Benny Lie shows her excitement to attend Ms.
Hazel’s first grade class at the Nome Elementary School.

Kobuk River sees large fish die-off

By Diana Haecker
According to Alaska Fish and
Game, a large fish die-off has been
observed along the shores of the
Kobuk River. Reports from Kiana,
Ambler and Shungnak that hundreds
of fish died off in the river reached

ADF&G offices this week.
Jim Menard, ADF&G Area Man-
ager for Commercial Fisheries Divi-
sion for the Arctic-Kotzebue and
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Norton Sound-Port Clarence Areas,
told the Nome Nugget that the dead
fish were mostly chum salmon, but
dead grayling, white fish and pike
were also observed.

USFWS personnel flew along the
Kobuk River on Monday and re-
ported the largest concentration of
dead salmon were found near Kiana.

The fish had not yet spawned and
there weren’t any obvious signs of
disease.

A ADF&G fish manager for the
Northwest and North Slope regions
will also travel to Kotzebue and will
check at the Noatak River if any sim-
ilar die-offs happened there.

According to Menard, patholo-
gists believe that the fish died of low
dissolved oxygen in the water, due to
a combination of a huge number of

chum returns in the river, the stress
of being crowded and of possibly
warm water temperatures.

Kobuk residents said they had not
seen a salmon die off like this before.

Menard said such phenomena
have been observed in years when
large numbers of fish return to rivers,
depleting the available oxygen.

Also, when fish are forced into the
shallows, the sun burns their backs.

ADF&G personnel observed that
the fish had not yet been spawned
out.

Menard said it is unusual to see a
large chum die-off.

Large fish die-offs have been ob-
served mostly with pink salmon
when pinks return to rivers in high
numbers.

See next week’s Nome Nugget for
complete 2014 Primary Election Results.

“They were unable to get the vic-
tim into the boat or onto the dredge
itself,” Steiger said.

According to SAR volunteers, the
unconscious diver was supported
under the arms by ropes that were at-
tached to the dredge to hold him out
of the water.

Steiger said the SAR team was
able to get the man onto The
Guardian.

“We started CPR on him immedi-

ately,” Steiger said.

The SAR volunteers took Beals to
the beach near Farley’s Camp, where
he was transferred to a backboard. A
four-wheeler transported Beals to a
waiting ambulance, which took him
to Norton Sound Regional Hospital.

According to Troopers, Beals was
pronounced dead at the hospital.

His body was sent to the State

continued on page 4

NSEDC bridges Foster
building funding gap

By Sandra L. Medearis

Crews are building water and
sewer services into the site where the
Richard Foster Building will contain
the City’s library, Carrie M. McLain
Museum and leasable space for
Kawerak Inc.’s Beringia Center of
Culture and Science.

A $1.5 million grant to the City of
Nome from NSEDC has brought the
funding to the top and made the proj-
ect whole, Mayor Denise Michels
said Monday.

The total cost of the facility is $19
million.

“This is a great relief that the proj-
ect is fully funded. We thought we
were going to have to cut out some
of the fixtures and furniture for
now,” Michels said. “This is a great
show of commitment and funding
support by Norton Sound Economic
Development Corp. to our region for
projects in Nome and throughout the
Bering Strait region.”

The project has been on the work-
bench for six years during planning
and most recently while the City and

Kawerak beat the bushes to com-
plete funding.

The building is named in honor of
the late Rep. Richard Foster, District
39’s representative for decades in
state Legislature.

“We are thrilled the NSEDC
Board of Directors chose to support
this building and the partnership be-
tween the City of Nome and Kaw-
erak,” Kawerak President Melanie
Bahnke said in a statement. “Thanks
to NSEDC'’s substantial support for
the project, we will now have a
space to protect our cultural collec-
tions, build educational programs,
and celebrate and perpetuate the rich
historical and living cultures of the
region.

The funding provided by NSEDC
to the City of Nome will be used to
award the general construction con-
tract to complete the interior of the
18,500 sq. ft. Richard Foster Build-
ing. The site at the north end of
Steadman Street has been cleared of

continued on page 4

PASSING ON TRADITION— Ben Iknokinok, left, guides Jerry
Tunguyin in a dance. The Gambell singers and dancers welcomed
participants of the Arctic Resource Development and Infrastructure
Summit organized by the Bering Sea Alliance LLC in Gambell last
week. See story and more photos starting on page 10.

Photo by Keith Conger
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

Terry's & Terry's Therapeutic Massage

e Therapeutic Massage
* Health

* Beauty

e Candles

* Notary Public

506 West Tobuk Alley
907-443-2633 or 907-304-2655 w-, Ly

)
p A
/;/?q'r,(%(’

Daily 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

http://www.terrystherapeuticmassage.abmp.com/

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help
Center

A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about
family cases including divorce,
dissolution, custody and visitation,
child support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

= LYNDEN
£ % AIR CARGO

u.hedufeu' Servic

e Tue., Thur.,Sat.

Oversize —
General/Priority
‘Bulk Fuel Transporter

Nome 443-4671 » 1-800-770-6150 » www.lac.lynden.com

We Buy Gold & Silver

Coins - Bars - Nuggets - Jewelry - Scrap

BUY - SELL - TRADE

Alaska’s only local refinier and gold buyer
Providing continuous service to Alaskans for over 30 years

o Xfor d (907) 561-5237

1-800-693-6740

Sitnasuak Native Corporation
(907) 387-1200

Bonanza Fuel, Inc.

(907) 387-1201

Bonanza Fuel call out cell
(907) 304-2086

Nanuagq, Inc.

g (907) 387-1202

~N .

SITNASUAK

That’s right... New York Life
does 401(k) rollovers.

Kap Sun Enders, Agent

AK Insurance License # 11706

New York Life Insurance Company

701 W. 8th Ave. Suite 900

Anchorage, AK 99501

A| P.907.257.6424

kenders @ft.newyorklife.com

Oc New York Life Insurance Company, 51 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10010 SMRU 509791CV (Exp. 06/21/15)

We're at your service P.0. Box 1305 Nome, AK 99762

For more information call

443-5726.

“The Precious Metals People” | WWw.Oxfordmetals.com " www.snc.org Helping you do more with your qualified retirement assets.
= | j There's No Place Like Nome. American NOME OUTFITTERS
There's No Cab Like Mr. Kab ! YOUR complete hunting & fishing store
‘ can.cer 120 WV 1st Ave. (907) 443-2880 or 1-800-680-(6663)NOME
CIe Mon. - Fri. ®# 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday e 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Society y
M K COD, credit card & special orders welcome
( &5 ab
Arctic ICANS é/
; A nonprofit cancer “
“ 443-6000 survivor support group. 1456768 for apporn

Please call 443-6768 for appointment
120 W. 1st Ave.
M-F: 1 p.m.-7 p.m. « Sat: 11 am.- 6 p.m.
Walk-ins welcome!

WARD CORPS AUTO Bopy

Full Service Collision Repair
Complete Auto Detailing

339 Lester Bench Road
Mon — Fri: 8 a.m. -5 p.m. Sat: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

CALL 907-387-0600 NOME, AK

443-5211

Checker Cab

Leave the driving to us

Nome
Dr. Brent Oesterritter

With

~ chiropractic adjusting
~ myofascial release

~ physical therapy and
rehabilitation

~ conservative care

Treating

~ headaches and neck pain
~ muscle and joint pain

~ back pain and stiffness

~ sprains and strains

113 E Front St, Ste 102
Nome, AK 99762
(In the Federal Building next to the Post Office)

“Life is good when you’re pain free.”

907.443.7477

™ BErRING SEA
/A,y @ WomEeN’s
~ GRrour

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or
1-907-443-5444 « fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL execdir@nome.net
P.0. Box 1596 Nome, AK 99762

Nome Discovery
Tours

Day tours
Evening excursions
Custom road trips
Gold panning ° lvory carving
Tundra tours
CUSTOM TOURS!

g iehiele llentals

“Don’t leave Nome without
hooking-up with Richard at
Nome Discovery Tours!”

— Esquire Magazine March 1997
(907) 443-2814
discover@gci.net

4

—— Builders Supply —
704 Seppala Drive

Appliance Sales and Parts
Plumbing — Heating — Electrical
Welding Gas and Supplies
Hardware — Tools — Steel

443-2234 1-800-590-2234

24 hours
a day
7 days/wk
ALASKA
POISON
CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

uresco construction
materials, inc.

8246 S. 194th — P. O.Box 1778
Kent, Washington 98035
Fax: (253) 872-8432 or
1-800-275-8333

(Th Nom ugget

ere

. Call us (907)443-5235
" or email: ads@nomen t.com

PHOENIX OFFSHORE MINING

NOW HIRING! Licensed or otherwise qualified Heavy Equipment, Crane & Vessel
Fabricators,

All applicants must have extensive experience workingin marine e nvironments.

Operators, Welders,

We will be conducting multiple shifts throughout the 2014 placer mining season in

Nome, Alaska. Phoenix Offshore

and Quality of Workmanship are our top priorities. All applicants are subject to

background checks. Interested

references in order to be considered. Please fax all inquiries to 732-390-2833 or
email jakkeeley@phoenixmarine.com. We look forward to hearing from you!

DIVERS NEEDED

Mechanics & Maintenance Workers.

Mining is an equal opportunity employer. Safety

parties must submit a resume and provide

Suction Dred.ing
Opportunities Available
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Photo by Diana Haecker

FAREWELL — Magistrate Judge Brooke Alowa is moving on to An-
chorage to serve at the Alaska State Commission on Human Rights.

Court recruits for
new magistrate judge

By Diana Haecker

The Alaska Court system is look-
ing for a new magistrate in Nome as
current Magistrate Judge and Stand-
ing Master Brooke Alowa is set to
leave Nome by the end of this
month. “I had the opportunity to take
a position as chief of enforcement for
the Alaska State Commission on
Human Rights,” Alowa told the
Nome Nugget. The Commission is
tasked to identify and eradicate in-
stances of discrimination in Alaska.
Although sad to leave Nome for the
big city of Anchorage, Alowa said
she is proud to be going to work for
the commission and being part of a
team dedicated to ensure equality
and justice in Alaska.

Alowa worked as an attorney for
the Nome Law firm Lewis &
Thomas between 2007 and 2010.

She then worked for ten months as
the supervising attorney of the Office
of Public Advocacy in Bethel. From
2010 until Dec. 2012 Alowa was the
Magistrate Judge in Kotzebue.

The Alaska Court System began
recruiting for the position of Magis-
trate Judge.

A magistrate serves under the pre-
siding judge of the judicial district
and area court administrator and is
tasked to set bail, conduct small
claims trials and misdemeanor and
minor offense arraignments and tri-
als, issue warrants, emergency child
proceedings and DV matters.

According to Area Court Admin-
istrator Tracey Buie, a recruitment
bulletin has been issued and is posted
on the State of Alaska website, the
Court System’s website and the
Alaska Bar Assocation’s website.
The deadline for applications closes
on August 18.

Presiding Judge Michael Jeffery
will hire Alowa’s successor. A hiring
team is part of the process to narrow
the field of candidates and to aid
Judge Jeffery in making a final se-
lection.

In the meantime, local Superior
Court Judge Timothy Dooley will
absorb some of the workload. Doo-
ley’s predecessor Judge Ben Esch
will fill in for a short time. Other ju-
dicial officers in courts in Unalak-
leet, Barrow and Kotzebue also will
help out.

Photo by Diana Haecker
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Photo by Laura Stoddard
MISS ALASKA PRE-TEEN — Aver Agloinga of Nome was crowned Miss Alaska Pre-Teen on July
11 at the Miss American Coed pageant in Anchorage. The National pageant will be held in Or-
lando, FL over Thanksgiving week. Aver is fundraising to attend Nationals by selling raffle tickets
for two homemade quilts. The winner will be drawn on Sept 1. Aver will have a stand at the Berry
festival coming up on Sept. 6. She also approached local businesses for sponsorship or to advertise
in the National program book. Last year, Aver was second runner up in the Alaska Miss American
Coed pageant. Her sister Allaryce won the Alaska Jr. Teen division in 2013 and represented Alaska
in the National event.
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ﬁespect for

Discarding
cigarette butts
on the ground is
a sign of
disrespect and
harmful for our
land.

ALASKA'S
TOBACCO

QUIT

1-800-QUIT-NOW

EARLY BIRD— A snow goose (Chen caerulescens) made its home at the
Swanberg’s Dredge pond. Curiously, the goose has been seen at the pond
by itself, when the nature of geese is to travel in large flocks.
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