
HAVING FUN— Awaluk Nichols, right, has a blast decorating her hippopotamus during Saturday’s Lit-
eracy Family Fun event themed “A trip to the zoo” at the Nome Elementary School. Also pictured are
Kaitlyn Johnson, Mya Robinson and Ava Earthman.  
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ICE MINING—This ice miner uses a dozer to move his ice mining shelter along the East Beach to where the gold is—hopefully.

By Sandra L. Medearis  
The Nome Common Council

passed a resolution 4-2 to give the
City administration authority to eject
the tugboat Rustler from the ice in
the Port of Nome’s small boat harbor
near the concrete barge ramp.

The Rustler’s owner, Mike Ben-
choff, failed to remove the vessel

from the boat harbor by Nov. 1 to
satisfy the Port of Nome tariff law
prohibiting boats being left in the
water over winter. The Rustler was
observed chugging toward the barge
ramp in early November under its
own power whenl it ran aground in
its present position.

Since then, the City has taken

ownership of the Rustler, deemed
derelict, citing the tariff, and banned
Benchoff from using Port of Nome
uplands and waters based on tariff
violations and unpaid fines in the
neighborhood of $86,000. The
greater amount of the penalties
stemmed from an assessment of
$950 per day beginning Nov. 1 for

Watershed Alliances fight bill aimed to
streamline DNR permitting process
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having the Rustler in the harbor.
Benchoff and the City are at odds
over whether the City can seize a
boat in the state’s navigable waters,
and whether powers to administer
the harbor under the Army Corps of
Engineers and City ordinances can
set aside the Alaska State Constitu-
tion that says no one without suffi-
cient reason can be denied access to
the state’s navigable waters.

Benchoff affirmed his stance
when contacted following the meet-
ing. “They cannot legally take own-
ership of the vessel when it is in
navigable waters,” he said.

The tariff states that the port di-
rector, who is Josie Bahnke, city
manager, can impound a “vessel for
failing to pay required fees or obey
other provisions of the tariff, owning
or operating a vessel which is unsafe
or whose owner has failed to remove
it after notice, or which is deemed

delinquent as defined by Nome Code
of Ordinances. “

The resolution allows the City to
remove the Rustler “as soon as fea-
sible” and to execute a change order
to Q Trucking’s existing contract to
remove the derelict barge Lulu from
the port. In approving the resolution,
the Council accepted the sole source
bid from Q-Trucking to remove the
barge for $26,556.25.

Councilmen Louie Green, Sr. and
Randy Pomeranz voted against the
resolution to remove the Rustler
using Q-Trucking. The vessel could
be driven out of the harbor under its
own power at breakup, Pomeranz
stated. He  not see the sense in
spending taxpayer money to remove
it from the ice, he said in explaining
his vote.

The City of Nome does not have a

Council approves ejecting Rustler from harbor

continued on page 5

Photo by Marie Green
GOOD SHOWING— Nome’s Evan Booth, left, and Jarvis Miller, right,
took first and second place in the AF/WG Sr. Memorial snowmachine
race in Kotzebue last Saturday.

By Diana Haecker
Evan Booth capped off a rough

year of snowmachine racing by win-
ning the prestigious Archie Fergu-
son/Willie Goodwin Sr. Memorial
snowmachine race, held in Kotzebue
last Saturday. He posted the fastest
time overall and in his class at two

hours, 41 minutes and 31 seconds.
Nomeite Jarvis Miller took second

place in the open class, finishing the
220-mile course in two hours, 48
minutes and 45 seconds. 

Nick Reader was leading his class

Evan Booth wins Kotz
snowmachine race;
Jarvis Miller second

continued on page 16

governments’ rights to reserve water.
Overshadowed by legislative dis-

cussions on the oil tax reform, edu-
cation bills and the budget, House
Bill 77 and Senate Bill 26 relating to
Land Disposals/Exchanges and
Water Rights have not been on the
front burner of public discussion.

However, several village entities
and watershed alliances in the Nor-
ton Sound region have voiced their
vigorous opposition to the bill. The
Native Village of Elim, the Native
Village of White Mountain, and the
Norton Bay Inter-tribal Watershed
Alliance went on record to oppose
the proposed bill.

On the other hand, Governor Sean
Parnell maintains that “Alaskans de-
serve more timely, consistent permit-
ting decisions” and that an efficient
permitting process contributes to

Alaskan economic growth and cre-
ates more Alaskan business opportu-
nities.”

Tribal participation

Language in the bill eliminates the
word “persons” from a section that
defines who is eligible to apply for
in-stream flow reservation for the
“protection of fish and wildlife habi-
tat, migration, and propagation.

The purpose of such a reservation
would be to make sure that enough
water remains in a water body for
fish and wild life to survive in case
of development occurring upstream
by resource extraction activities.

According to the DNR’s website,
a reservation of water for in-stream

By Diana Haecker
A bill introduced by Governor

Sean Parnell seeking  to streamline
the Department of Natural Re-
sources’ permitting procedures for
land and water uses is feared to
threaten fish resources, limit public
participation and strip away tribal

continued on page 4
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