
YET ANOTHER NOME NUGGET— Jordan Carpenter shows off a 4.9-troy ounce nugget he found
while dredging for gold in the ocean. See story page 4. 

Councilman Stan Andersen made
the motion with the split going like
this:

Multipurpose all-season activity
building for summer and winter ac-
tivities, $100,000; after-school activ-
ities and swimming lessons handled
by Nome Public Schools, $55,000;
Boys and Girls Club operated by
Nome Community Center, $25,000;
Covenant Youth of Alaska’s shop ac-
tivities mentoring program fostered
by James Ventress, $15,000; painting
lane lines on the swimming pool for
use of high school swimming activi-
ties and community lap swimming,
$5,000. 

The Council unanimously ap-
proved the choices with an amend-
ment by Councilwoman Mary
Knodel to take some from the
$100,000 activity building money for
Arctic Access, a program to put a
motorized lift at the swimming pool
to provide accessibility for persons

with mobility limitations. 
The after-school activities money

will fund driver’s education.
“I have 25 juniors and seniors that

wanted driver’s training if it became
available, “ NPS Supt. Mike
Brawner told the Council in thanking
them for the funding. “Sixty sopho-
mores and freshmen also said “’I’d
take driver’s education too.’”

Other organizations put in cre-
ative proposals that were aired at a
work session earlier this month.
Ideas submitted by Nome Emer-
gency Shelter Team, Nome Fisher-
men’s Association—Hobson Creek
hatchery, Nome Chamber of Com-
merce, and a summer Wellness
Camp program sponsored by Nome
Eskimo Community, NSHC
C.A.M.P. and Nome Community
Center, went unfunded this go
around, as did a list of three priori-
ties submitted by four Nome Citi-
zens.

Karen Mitchell, Lauri Harlan,
Scott Kent and Joyce Soong pro-
posed the following ideas: using the
entire amount to create an off-the-
road roadway from Icy View to town
for use by motorized vehicles; using
the entire amount to open the Nome
Recreation Center free to all during
the winter; and three, to sunset sales
tax charged on items bought by
Nome residents for the winter
months “which are already an eco-
nomical strain on all of us.”

The Council vowed to start look-
ing for money to help the youth
Wellness Camp.

In other business, the Council
unanimously passed an ordinance
amending the City’s tax law. The
Council and administration have
been working on the updates for a
couple of years.

Some of the changes are: It clari-
fies the state contractor exemption. A
proposed non-resident exemption did

not fly with the Council at a work
session.

• Rules out sales tax on goods
leased or sold that never have been
or will not be within the physical
boundaries of the City of Nome.

• Government entities will no
longer need to obtain an exemption
certificate, while non-profit, educa-
tional and hospital entities will still
need the certificate.

• Eliminates the requirement for
filing sales tax returns for months in
which no sales were made and al-
lows businesses with a good track
record for filing timely reports to go
to a quarterly reporting system.

• Requires a business to file a
timely return to be eligible to file an
amended return.

• Clarifies that the amount of
delinquency and the name of the
delinquent vendor may be published.

• Sets a penalty of $50 for late re-
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OFF THEY GO— Nome Nanooks placed third in last weekend’s State Cross-Country Running Championship held at Bartlett High School. See story page 8.

By Diana Haecker
After a four-day search for two

boaters who were reported missing
in Norton Sound between Koyuk and
Unalakleet, searchers found the body
of Debra Kimoktoak, 48, on Friday
Sept. 28, on the beach about 30 miles
south of Unalakleet. 

Alaska State Troopers said on
Monday that pending further leads,
they suspend their search efforts for
David Slwooko, 41, who was with
Kimoktoak and their two dogs on a
boat trip from Koyuk to Unalakleet.

The couple left Koyuk on Mon-

day, Sept. 24 and were supposed to
arrive in Unalakleet that evening but
never did.

According to the troopers, they
were traveling in a 17-foot aluminum
magnum boat with a 75-horsepower
outboard motor.

On Tuesday, they were reported
overdue, troopers were notified and
a search began, first with an airplane
and a boat from Koyuk. Troopers say
that high wind and extremely low
water hampered the search. 

The Coast Guard joined the
search on Thursday after AST re-

quested their assistance late Wednes-
day night. The U.S. Coast Guard
brought in a Jayhawk helicopter
from their forward operating location
in Barrow, a Kodiak-based HC-130
Hercules airplane that was in An-
chorage and diverted Cutter Bertholf
to Norton Sound. 

After 33 hours of searching an
area of about 2,700 square miles,
Coast Guard crews couldn’t locate
the couple and suspended their
search on Thursday at 9:50 p.m. 

A trooper airplane had spotted the
skiff washed ashore approximately

35 miles southwest of Unalakleet.
The Coast Guard helicopter was

able to land at the beach and they
found the boat overturned, with the
outboard motor ripped off the skiff
but still attached to the boat by ca-
bles.

The vessel ID numbers confirmed
that it was indeed the missing boat.

At that point, the searchers pre-
sumed Kimoktoak and Slwooko
drowned and advised their families.

The Coast Guard decided to sus-
pend their search, based on the
length of time the people were miss-

ing, the loss of the vessel and the in-
clement weather that slimmed down
their chances of survival. “Suspend-
ing a search for missing people is
one of the most difficult decisions we
have to make,” said U.S. Coast
Guard Capt. Gregory Sanial.

Troopers continued the aerial
search along the shoreline. On Fri-
day, a Bering Air helicopter pilot
spotted a body on shore, near Shorty
Cove, about 30 miles south of Un-
alakleet. Also found in the vicinity

Kids win big as Council doles out NSEDC funding shares 
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Searchers find drowning victim, still search for companion

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Nome Common Council

voted to spend the entire NSEDC
$200,000 community improvement
share on youth programs. Norton
Sound Economic Development
Corp. earmarked $100,000 of
Nome’s share for youth programs.
The Council decided to back young
people with the whole amount.

Run-off elections to be
held for council seats

By Diana Haecker
Unofficial and yet preliminary re-

sults of Tuesday’s municipal elec-
tion indicate that Nome Common
Council seats “C” and “D” probably
need to go through run-off elections
as the top candidates did not achieve
a 50 percent plus one vote to claim
victory. Incumbents of seats for util-
ity board and school board seats pre-
vailed at the polls. Here are
preliminary numbers.

Randy Pomeranz, running for
Nome Common Council seat “C”,
got 314 votes over challengers
Randy Oles with 197 votes and
Kenny Hughes with 152 votes.
There were five write-in votes for
seat “C”.

Stan Andersen, running for seat
“D”, got 319 votes over challengers
Nikolai Ivanoff with 125 votes and
Jim West Jr. with 221 votes. Four
write-in votes were cast for seat “D”.

The utility board seats “B” and
“C” were uncontested. Voters cast
573 votes for Fred Moody, the in-
cumbent of seat “B.” Seat B is a
two-year term. There were 28 write-
ins.

David Barron received 610 votes

for seat “C”, a three year term. There
were ten write-ins for seat “C”.

Betsy Brennan won the race for
school board seat “C”. Brennan re-
ceived 379 votes. Challenger Mon-
ica Rose got 280 votes. There were
four write-in votes.

Uncontested school board seat
“D”, a three year term, went to lone
candidate Paula Davis with 551
votes. There were 51 write-ins for
school board seat “D”.

The seat for the Nome represen-
tative on the board of Norton Sound
Economic Development Corp. went
to incumbent Don Stiles with 375
votes over challenger Louie Green
Jr. who received 287 votes. There
were no write-ins in that particular
race. 

Out of 2,356 registered Nome
voters, only 781 ballots were
counted, with 30 questioned. 

The Nome City Council  can-
vassed the election results on Thurs-
day in a special meeting at noon.

It was not clear at press time
when NSEDC would announce and
make official the results for the
NSEDC representative election. 

continued on page 4
















































