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READY SET GO — Boys varsity teams with 18 runners from Kotzebue, Teller and Nome take off to compete in the 5 kilometer cross country running meet held in Nome on Saturday,
August 27. See story page 10.
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TIME TO SMELL THE FLOWERS — Clara Hansen, 7, and Paige Gustafson, 4, inhale the lupines at the
Little Sisters of Jesus’ garden on the Nome Garden Tour Sunday afternoon in Nome. See story page 11.
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Talk, but no action
on AD’s contract

By Lori Head

Nome’s School Board met August
23 in a work session with all board
members present.

Athletic Director contract

Superintendent Michael Brawner
had provided the board, a week prior,
with ample information regarding
the time commitment, responsibili-
ties and estimated per hour pay of the
job. Historically, the Nome Athletic
Director position has been carried
out each school day during two peri-
ods and then after school hours as
events dictate. The salary has been
according to the certified pay sched-
ule with an after duty pay of $5,500
to $8,000, depending on years of ex-
perience. Both the two school-day
periods and the after duty pay
seemed aligned with other school
districts polled by Brawner. Board
Member Barb Nickels noted later
that many districts also had an assis-
tant athletic director.

In the interest of this contract pos-
sibly being brought back as an action
item by one of the previous naysay-
ers of same, namely board members
Barb Amarok and Marie Tozier, dis-
cussion followed.

Amarok shared her own calcula-
tions of potential activity director
times during the school day. Her cal-

culations included the 20 minutes at
the beginning of each school day
(8:00 to 8:20 a.m.) and the last 50
minutes of the school day (3:10 to
4:00 p.m.), a total of 70 minutes, also
being devoted exclusively to AD re-
sponsibilities. Brawner and Nickels
questioned the notion of factoring
the 70 minutes into time designated
to AD responsibilities. Amarok felt
that with two 50 minute class periods
and the additional 70 minutes of be-
fore and after class times, or a total
of 170 minutes per day, that “there is
adequate compensation financially
and time provided for the responsi-
bilities to be fulfilled” without re-
quiring the additional $8,000
stipend. When queried by Nickels
about the feasibility of this sugges-
tion, Steve Gast, jr/sr high principal,
said he didn’t think it could be done
without students and programs suf-
fering. Gast explained that the
stipend covered the numerous hours
on Friday evening, Saturday and
Sunday that the AD position re-
quired.

Tozier stated that before she had re-
ceived this information she was not
aware that the AD was being paid
twice, once as a part-time
teacher/part-time AD and then re-

continued on page 5

Electric bills going up or down?

By Sandra L. Medearis

Nome residents by now know that fuel de-
livered to their houses will run about $5.85 give
or take, unless there is another hike in the price
before the snow flies. But what about electric

costs and the fuel surcharge?

The good news is that the surcharge on each
kilowatt-hour is not going up—much, but the
bad news is that the surcharge will continue.

The past winter’s fuel surcharge has been
16.98 cents. Based on the averaged price of
fuel in the Nome Joint Utility System storage

watt.

tanks after the new barge order and the fuel sur-
charge formula, the new charge should be
19.79 cents, a jump of 2.81 pennies per kilo-

expenses are up all around, so it wouldn’t be
good to leave the fuel surcharge flatly alone,
utility manager John Handeland told the NJUS

board Aug. 23. Additionally, the utility had a

The utility has been able to realize income
from other sources, like equipment rental, but

continued on page 4

Nome Housing Coalition aims to get homeless off the street

Housing summit tackles sober housing, family housing solutions

By Diana Haecker
A Housing Summit held last Fri-
day at Old St. Joe’s Hall ended with
the resolve to create a Nome Hous-
ing Coalition and to identify a proj-
ect to get Nome’s homeless people
off the street.

On the Web:
www.nomenugget.net
E-mail:
nugget@nomenugget.com

6" 08405 " 93143 ™4

The Nome Emergency Shelter
Team together with Norton Sound
Health Corporation’s Behavioral
Health organized the summit to ad-
dress Nome’s homeless and the in-
creasingly tight housing market.
Although the Nome housing crunch
is broader and deeper in its manifes-
tations, it ties in with last week’s
Nome Common Council work ses-
sion with the Nome police chief on
how to get a handle on the problem
posed by public drunkenness and
homelessness.

Sue Steinacher, chairperson for
the board of NEST, summarized the
common denominator saying that
without stable housing, people are
not well positioned to be stable, hold
own a job and to do well in life.
“Housing unites of all these pro-

grams whether they are concerned
with child welfare or suicide preven-
tion, or getting a GED or just holding
a job down, all these things depend
on the availability of housing,” she
said.

Steinacher explained that
whereverone looks in Nome, hous-
ing is at the core of many problems,
not only the most visible — home-
less people on Front Street in various
states of drunkenness. Also, young
families have a hard time finding
their own place or can’t afford to
start a new home. This leads to over-
crowding as several families share
apartments, and it’s not rare that two
or three families are stacked up in
two-bedroom homes. “You talk to
people at the Job Center and you find
out that everyone of their clients is

living with other people,” she said.
“We’ve got problems.” Professionals
don’t move to Nome because they
hear that there is no housing or they
come to Nome, see what’s available
and the cost and they say ‘no way’
and leave, Steinacher said.

The limited housing market is
compounded by the seasonal influx
of construction crews that snatch up
housing at prime rates. Another com-
ponent is Nome’s role as the hub for
the region and the need for tempo-
rary housing.

Steinacher said that the Alaska
Mental Health Trust Authority has
identified housing as key to healthy
living and they have a whole divi-
sion dedicated to housing. It is also
not a Nome or Alaska specific prob-
lem. Nancy Burke, trust program

manager with the Alaska Mental
Health Trust Authority, said, “When
people who have mental illness or
disabling conditions or addictions
are falling out of the community
safety net, then we know that the
community is struggling generally
with affordable housing and that is
true across the United States.”

To learn from successful models
in other parts of the nation, the Trust
made the connection to the nation-
wide non-profit Corporation for Sup-
portive Housing. They came to visit
Anchorage and Fairbanks and ex-
tended their trip to Nome. A delega-
tion of experts in Native housing
development, supportive housing
and substance and alcohol abuse pro-
grams from Minnesota, Alaska state
workers with the Department of
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Letters

Dear Editor,

We’ve been in Nome for six days
and leave tomorrow, August 25.I’ve
read the entire issue of the Nugget of
August 18,2011.

Your reporters draw the readers in
and grab them by the throat and
don’t let go till the story ends. They
can write! The piece by Haecker on
the musk ox attack on Bolo, the Icy
View dog, was interesting to say the
least. (I must tell you musk ox at-
tacks in Seattle are rare.) The
Medearis piece on the United States-
Russia Polar Bear Commission split-
ting a harvest of 58 polar bears had
me wanting me to learn more. I en-
joyed reading the story about Lance
Cannon, your new community serv-
ice officer.

I"d like to salute your layout crew.

motion to general, a distinguished
service award and an oak leaf clus-
ter.

With best wishes to The Nome
Nugget,
Bruce C. Davis
Poulsbo, WA

Dear Nancy,

‘We had our outboard motor stolen
from our camp at Nook this summer.
We are elderly and cannot afford this
loss. Where are people’s values?
Where is respect for our property
and us?

If anyone knows who took our
outboard motor please let us know.

Respectfully,

Peter and Margaret Noyakuk
P.O. Box 208
Nome, AK 99762

musk ox. Two lived, but one died
today due to severe trauma.

Musk ox injuries are extremely se-
rious as the wounds are long and
deep and often puncture vital organs
such as the lungs and abdominal or-
gans.

Animal Control needs to address
this serious issue. There is an an-
swer. Why is it taking so long? Itis
just a matter of time before a person
is attacked.

Dr. Leedy, DVM
Nome, AK

Hello out there,

I am still (always) amazed that
even though people know that there
is an underage driving law they con-
tinue to disobey the law by letting
their kids drive. So who will they

blame when something happens?
Furthermore, the kids are not wear-
ing helmets (which is also a law) and
getting away with it. So, how are
they able to do that? If it was my
kids they’d get grounded and be
cleaning house.

And if I think that I get upset about
people stealing things like my bikes
(and ruining them) it’s nothing com-
pared to my poor buddy who lives
outside of town. Darn hides, you’re
not supposed to be taking things that
aren’t yours, you’re supposed to
earn/buy them yourselves. Those of
you should return the things you took
from there now.

As for food for the Elders, re-
member they were doing the subsis-
tence activity before we were, and
they miss those kinds of activities, so

they would also miss the taste of the
food, so don’t forget them. After all,
they are precious to us.

Yea, our kids are back in school
learning like they should be, instead
of being bored and getting into mis-
chief. Remember they need to get
their beauty rest so they could learn
better. Tell them that once they learn
whatever they are supposed to learn
that day/week and pass the standard,
they won’t have to worry about that
part again for a while.

Anyway, take care. Happy fall.
May the rest of your year be pros-
perous.

As always,
Karen Nanouk
Unalakleet, AK 99684

continued on page 14

The newspaper looks great.

As for Enough, your editorial of
August 18, H.L. Mencken would put
you in for at least a battlefield pro-

Dear Editor:
Within the last two weeks I have
treated three dogs that were gored by

A Look at the Past

Letters to the editor must be signed and
include an address and phone number. Thank yous and
political endorsements are considered ads.

Editorial

Get on With It

We can either fish or cut bait. We can sit around and complain and
find all kinds of reasons why something can’t be done, but if we want
to bring about change, we have to do it. Sometimes it seems like an
incredibly slow process, but if we focus our efforts we can achieve
our goal.

There are naysayers who claim something can’t be done because
there’s a law against it. Well, the laws can be changed if the public
works to change or modify the law. Somehow we lose sight of how
many laws have changed. Old fogies will remember the “Blue Laws.”
In some states grocery stores couldn’t open on Sunday. Ice cream
cones could not be sold on Sunday— hence the ice cream Sundae. - : 5.

Beer could not be sold on Sunday. When we look back on some of : L i
these laws we laugh. But these laws were changed. So laws can be i 5% be I
changed. We need to establish some community goals and come up X R |
with a means to achieve them. We need to craft enforceable laws b - SRR
against public inebriation. We need easy-to-enforce open container 4! B AR Pl s ey Yol L o\ ; g
regulations. We need to crack down on sales of liquor to minors and e — - ' — e — S —
drunks. We also have the problem of where to put the street drunks Photograph courtesy of the Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum
and the homeless to keep them from freezing to death. We need a CULTIVATING A NATURAL RESOURCE TOGETHER — Haying on the Seward Peninsula July 18,
drunk tank and a homeless shelter. We need affordable housing. We 1907. F. H. Nowell.

need to get rid of the abandoned shacks and firetraps.

There are many things that would improve the quality of life in this
town and if we are to achieve them, then we need to work together
and apply pressure. We can complain till we are blue in the face, but

Nome Norton Sound Tide Predictions (High & Low Waters) — September 1 - September 7, 2011

we won't get anyvyhere until we come up with the resolve to get the Date Day Time Height Time Height Time Height Time Height
job done. Do we fish or cut bait? — N.LM. — 09/01 Th 01:22 am. LDT 0.0L 07:50 a.m.LDT 1.5H 01:57 p.m.LDT 0.3L 08:07 p.m.LDT 1.4 H
09/02 F  02:08 am.LDT 0.1 L 08:28 am.LDT 1.5H  02:53 p.m.LDT 0.1L 09:11 p.m. LDT 1.4 H
09/03 Sa  02:56 a.m. LDT 0.3 L 09:10 am.LDT 1.6 H 03:51 p.m. LDT 0.0L 10:18 p.m. LDT 1.3 H

"legitimus non carborundum 09/04 Su 03:46 a.m. LDT 0.4 L 09:56 a.m. LDT 1.5 H 04:52 p-m. LDT 0.0L 11:28 p-m. LDT 1.3 H

09/05M  04:40 a.m. LDT 0.6 L 10:48 am.LDT 1.5H 05:57 p.m. LDT 0.0 L
09/06 Tu 12:45 am. LDT 1.2 H 05:38 am. LDT 0.7L  11:48 am.LDT 1.4 H 07:06 p.m. LDT 0.0 L
e Ome ugget 09/07 W  02:10 am. LDT 1.2 H 06:42 a.m. LDT 0.8 L 12:55 p.m. LDT 1.4 H 08:17 p.m. LDT 0.0 L
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Alaska State News

Compiled by Diana Haecker

Bethel’s White Alice went
down

The last of six towers at the White
Alice radar system in Bethel came
down last week. KYUK reports that
the 60-foot tall tower was dismantled
and demolished. The Air Force had
determined that the antenna is a haz-
ardous liability and that it had to
come down. The White Alice anten-
nas on top of Anvil Mountain are not
going to be completely dismantled.
With the contaminated soil excava-
tion completed, Tommy Baker with
the Air Force said that the metal pan-
els, also called skin, will be taken off,
but the front side paneling will re-
main on the towers.

EPA extends public com-
ment deadline for OCS

The EPA extended the comment
period to September 21 for a draft air
permit the agency issued to Cono-
coPhillips Co. The permit is not to be
confused with the public comment
draft permit given to Shell Offshore
Inc. Comments for that permit need
to be at the EPA on September 6.

Both draft permits authorize air
emissions from oil and gas explo-
ration drilling operations in the
Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea. Shell
plans to operate the Kulluk drill rig
and support fleet for exploration
drilling beginning in 2012 on the
Beaufort Sea OCS. ConocoPhillips
plans to operate a jack-up drill rig
and support fleet for exploration
drilling beginning in 2013 on the
Chukchi Sea OCS.

National Guard to help
Hurricane Irene victims

The Alaska Air National Guard
last week sent crews and equipment
to Charleston, W. Va. to provide
search and rescue in response to Hur-
ricane Irene. The Alaska Air National
Guard’s 249th Airlift Squadron left
Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson on
Saturday with 45 personnel for a
two-week deployment. They sent
two Pave Hawk helicopters with four
flight crews, eight ‘Guardian Angels’
and 20 maintenance and support per-
sonnel.

Breakfast is served 8 am. - 11 a.m. weekdays
8am. - 11 am. weekends

NANA, NovaGold to strike
agreement

The Alaska Journal of Commerce
reports that NANA Regional Corp.
and NovaGold Resources Inc. are
close to an agreement on a partner-
ship to explore and maybe develop
copper and zinc resources in the Am-
bler mining district. NANA owns
mining claims at Ruby Creek and
Bornite Creek on the upper Kobuk.
NovaGold owns claims in the Am-
bler mining district.

NovaGold and NANA would
combine resources owned by the
Kotzebue-based Native regional cor-
poration in the Bornite and Ruby

G

ALASKA

News Briefs

Creek prospects on the upper Kobuk
River with NovaGold’s Ambler proj-
ect. As the state is studying ways to
open up access to northwest Alaska,
resource developers have the ear of
the Governor to push for road devel-
opment under the state’s roads to re-
sources program.

Crooked Creek is being re-
built

Volunteers from Samaritan’s
Purse and Christian Reformed World
Relief Committee began construc-
tion of new homes in Crooked Creek
for people who lost their homes in
this spring’s ice jam flooding. The
Samaritan’s Purse is coordinating
this project with CRWRC. They are
sending in eight volunteers a week,
and Samaritan’s Purse is sending in
eight volunteers a week. The State’s
Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management established
the Crooked Creek disaster housing
task force on May 16 to coordinate
resources and develop a comprehen-
sive plan to rebuild the damaged
homes in Crooked Creek.

State solicits RFP for costs
of ESA listing

The Department of Commerce,
Community and Economic Develop-
ment sent out a request for proposals
to do a study that would attach costs
of the economic impacts resulting
from the designation of critical habi-
tat connected with classification of
the polar bear as being a threatened
species under the Endangered
Species Act. The RFP says that the
study results would be published in
a respected, peer-reviewed journal
and delivered at public forums.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

September 1 - September 7, 2011

EVENT PLACE TIME

Former Nome student
critically injured after
being hit by car

Alaska State Troopers in Fairbanks report that Jamison Thrun, 11,
was hit by a Toyota Highlander on his way to school on Tuesday,
around 8:20 am. Troopers say that the child was transported to the Fair-
banks Memorial Hospital with life-threatening injuries. As of press time
on Tuesday, he was in critical condition. The initial investigation
showed that Yiki Kim, 68, failed to stop at a stop sign, passed through
the intersection of Loftus Road and Birch Lane and struck the sixth-
grader. Kim was arrested on charges of assault in the first degree and
reckless driving. The incident is still under investigation. The Alaska
Bureau of Highway Patrol is heading up the investigation and receiv-
ing assistance from AST Patrol, ABI, UAF Police and the Fairbanks
Police Department.

T o Located on east Front
but not limited to: Street across from

»Biscuits *Cinnamon i
Roils SHashbowns National Guard Armory

*Biscuits & gravy
Take Out

Orders

443-8100

Mon. - Sat. * 7 a.m. to 11 p.m./Sun. * 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Subway Daily Specials

Monday — Turkey/Ham
Tuesday — Meatball
Wednesday — Turkey

Thursday — B.M.T. Sunday — Roasted
Friday — Tuna Chicken Breast

Saturday — Roast Beef 5"X'I"Cl; 6Meal Deal
99

Gotp Coast CiNema
4432-8200

Starting Friday, August 26
The smurfs PG (3D)

p.m.

Harry Potter and the .
Deathly Hallows - Part 2 {

PG-13 930 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday matinee
The Smurfs at 1.30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Harry Potter at 4 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

2

Listen to ICY 100.3 FM, Coffee Crew, 7 - 9 a.m., and find
out how you can win free movie tickets!

Thursday, September 1

*Tennis (call ahead please) Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.

*Lap Swim Pool 6 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 a.m. - noon
*Happy Healthy Babies and moms Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Vaccines and Your Baby video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Strength Training with Robin Nome Rec Center
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center
*Lap Swim Pool

*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala
*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center
*Water Aerobics Pool

*World Dance with Seiji Nome Rec Center
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church
Research Vessel “Duke” Nome Port
*Nome Kennel Club meeting Basement of Post Office 5:30 p.m.

4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.

5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

7 p.m. - 8 p.m.

7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY

Friday, September 2

Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Kegoayah Library

5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
7 am. - 10 am.
10 a.m.

*Pick-up Basketball
*Open Gym
*Quiet Time

*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 2 p.m.
*CAMP class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m
*Care for a sick child video Prematernal Home 2:00 p.m

*Soccer (grades 1 - 2) Nome Rec Center 2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

*Soccer (Grades 3 - 5) Nome Rec Center 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
*Zumba with Elizabeth M. Nome Rec Center 4:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Youth Climbing (8 & younger) Nome Rec Center 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*Youth Climbing (9 & older) Nome Rec Center 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Advanced Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
*Tae Kwon Do with Dan Nome Rec Center 6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church (rear) 8 p.m.

*Adult Drop-in Soccer Nome Rec Center 8 p.m. - 10 p.m
*ARCTIC ICANS Gelzer’'s Camp 6 p.m.

Saturday, September 3

Nome Rec Center closed on weekends till September 24.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center
*Circuit Training Nome Rec Center
*Eating on a Healthy Budget video Prematernal Home
*Prevent Bottle Mouth Tooth Decay Prematernal Home

Closed on weekends
Closed on weekends
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

Sunday, September 4

*Water Aerobics Pool Closed
*Be Who You Are video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Fetal Alcohol Syndrome:

A Life Sentence video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

Monday (Labor Day), September 5

*Pick-up Basketball 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.
*Open Gym 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center

*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 1:15 p.m.
*Child Abuse and Neglect video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

*Your Laparoscopy video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.
*Beginning Yoga with Kari Nome Rec Center 4:15 - 5:15

*Zumba with Elizabeth M.
*Advanced Tae Kwon Do
*Tae Kwon Do with Dan

Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.

*Lap swim Pool Closed through July
*Water Aerobics Pool Closed through July
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church (rear) 8:00 p.m.

*Labor Day City Hall Closed

Tuesday, September 6

*Tennis (call ahead please) Nome Rec Center
*Lap swim Pool
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center

5:30 a.m. - 7 a.m.
Closed through July
7 a.m. - noon

*Lunch Laps Pool Closed through July
*Preschool Story Hour Library 10:30 a.m

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
*WIC Class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m

*Early Infant Care video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Strength Training with Robin Nome Rec Center
*Lap Swim Pool

*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala
*Open Swim Pool
*Kickbox/Tone with Jennie Nome Rec Center
*AA Teleconference: 1-800-914-3396 (CODE: 3534534+#)
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church

4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
Closed through July
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Closed through July
6:45 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY

Wednesday, September 7

*Pick-up Basketball Nome Rec Center 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 1:15 p.m.
*Rotary Club Airport Pizza noon

*Audiology Class Prematernal Home
*Pregnant Teens video Prematernal Home
*Gymnastics Grades 3+ with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center
*Beginning Baton Nome Rec Center
*Intermediate Baton Nome Rec Center
*Family Swim Pool

*Advanced Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center
*Night Owl Yoga with Kelly B. Nome Rec Center

1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m. - 10 p.m.

5 p.m. - 5:30

5:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Closed through July
6:15 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
9:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

Community points of interest hours of operation:

Carrie McLain Memorial Museum Front Street 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. (M-F)

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (Sa, Su)

Kegoayah Kozga Library Front Street noon - 8 p.m. (M - Th)

noon - 6 p.m. (F - Sa)
Front Street

Nome Visitor Center 8 am. - 7 p.m. (M-F)

10 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Sa, Su)

Northwest Campus Library Northwest Campus 2 p.m. - 9 p.m. (M - Th)

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (Sa)
XYZ Center

s

Center Street 8am. -4 pm. (M- F)

VISIT THE NOME NUGGET
ON FACEBOOK

. J

~N

- LJ
Bering Air
v = Established in October of 1979
P.O. Box 1650 * Nome, Alaska 99762
Call your Village Agent for details or
Nome Reservations 1-800-478-5422;

(907) 443-5464 or make your
reservations ONLINE at
wwuw.beringair.com

Community Calendar sponsored by Bering Air, 443-5464
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Photo by Diana Haecker
HOUSING CRUNCH — The first Housing Summit held on Friday at Old St. Joe’s Hall attracted about 40
participants from various Nome agencies and organizations to discuss the town’s problems associated with
the lack of enough and adequate housing. The event ended with the commitment to create a Housing Coali-
tion and to identify building projects.

e Housing

continued from page 1

Health and Social Services, techni-
cal support and a member of the
Alaska commission on the aging ac-
companied Nancy Burke to Nome to
facilitate the housing summit.

The visitors gave presentations on
models of supportive housing in Du-
luth, Minnesota. Supportive housing
means that the occupants are getting
support for any kind of social serv-
ices they need, be it for alcohol or
substance abuse, as the project San
Marco apartments, or other social
services.

The San Marco apartments in Du-
luth is a ‘wet’” housing unit with 70
apartments, helping homeless drug
addicts and alcoholics get the help
they need. Presenter Gary Olson, the
CEO of the Center for Alcohol and
Drug treatment in Duluth said that it
sounds like enabling the occupants
to get stuck in their habits, but it does
save the city money that would be
spent on medical services when they
needed to get picked off the street by
police or local emergency respon-

e Electric bills

continued from page 1

couple of significant projects that
might need to be addressed this
year—fuel tank farm foundation and
generator integration.

Therefore, Handeland recom-
mended the board consider adjusting
the fuel surcharge to 18.385 cents
capturing one-half the available tar-
iff, a raise of 1.4 cents per kilowatt,
which would, with a higher state as-
sistance coming in based on the fuel

ders.

Sound familiar? He said that about
20 percent of the population cause
about 80 percent of a city’s prob-
lems, and to address this particular
group does save the city money. But
he also added money is not every-
thing. “San Marco offers hope. Heal-
ing is not always about curing but
about healing the human spirit,”
Olson said. The facility is based on
the concept of “housing first” that
puts housing as the basis. As people
have a safe place to live in and return
to, then they have the capacity to
heal from the trauma of being home-
less or to tackle their addictions or
alcohol problems with the help of
services that are offered.

Sue Steinacher said the concept
opened her eyes to what she calls a
‘counter-intuitive’ approach. “I was
one of the naysayers, saying that we
are enabling people, but I’ve come
180 degrees around. If we take care
of these folks, we save money and
create healthier people,” Steinacher
said.

The housing summit attracted

about 40 participants that included
not only Kawerak and Norton Sound
Health Corporation social service
providers but also members of
Nome’s private building sector,
Mitch Erikson with the Nome Cham-
ber of Commerce, Rep. Neal Foster
and Senator Donny Olson’s legisla-
tive aide.

Mitch Erikson suggested to make
room in Nome for new housing by
tearing down all houses unfit for
human habitation, have an entity
purchase the land and develop af-
fordable housing.

Melanie Bahnke, vice president of
Kawerak Inc., said that in order to
get started with a comprehensive
housing plan for Nome, one needs to
find out what projects are in the
works at the various entities in town.
Creating low income housing for
working people who have a hard
time to afford rent and the need for
sober housing rose to the top of the
to-do list. Nancy Burke then said it
would be easier to tackle a project

continued on page 5

cost this year, mean a residential bill
for 500 kilowatts would go down by
$3.04 per month. Kilowatts used
over 500 would cost more, as would
business accounts, which are not el-
igible for Power Cost Equalization
state subsidy. The board approved
this idea unanimously.

This means that a residence using
exactly 500 kwh in a month would
have a bill of $220.03 comprising the
following charges: facilities meter,
$5.00; total electricity, $187.68; res-

idential water (not metered), $36.00;
residential sewer, $43.00; residential
garbage—one time per week,
$22.77; city landfill maintenance fee,
$12.50; sales tax— 4 percent,
$12.08, all adding up to $314.03.
Subtract $94.00 PCE credit to bring
the total down to $220.03. These fig-
ures derive from a per kwh price of
$0.3754.

Photo by Diana Haecker
OFFERING GUIDANCE — Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority of-
ficial Nancy Burke led the discussion during the Housing Summit held
last week. Burke suggested to start a Nome Housing Coalition and to
identify housing projects right away. Burke was accompanied by a del-
egation of supportive housing experts from Duluth, Minnesota and rep-
resentatives from State Department of Health and Social Services,
among others. Burke offered the services of her agency to help Nome’s
new housing coalition to get housing projects off the ground.

The 2011 Alaskaone Poster
‘Akpiks & Imuruk’

Alaskaone

Poster Signing Event!

Make a $50 donation to
Alaska Public Television & Radio
and receive a free poster
signed by local artist, Sue Steinacher

Arctic Trading Post

Monday, Sept 5, 11:30am - 1:30pm
Friday, Sept 9, 4pm - 6pm

Do you recognize the setting of the painting?

NOME OUTFITTERS

YOUR complete hunting & fishing store

(907) 443-2880 or

5§

rink’s Gifts, Spa & Nails
120 W. 1st Ave. Please call 304-2355 for appointment

Opening on September 9

Spa, Manicure, Pedicure, & Artificial Nails

&

!f 1-800-680-(6663)NOME

& COD, credit card & special orders welcome

your Authorized AT&T Retailer
443-6768 or 304-2355 (cell)

$50/Month Unilimited!

Includes Talk, Text & Web Nationwide!!

Please make payments
at Nome Outfitters!!

**No Annual Contract OR Credit Check**

You choose your calling plan by the month, day or minute.

&t

Authorized Retailer

Mon. - Fri. ® 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. —
Saturday e 18 a.m. to 2 p.m.
120 LWest First Avenue
(directly behind 0ld Federal Building/
BSNC Building)

(

Gold Miners - White’s Gold Detectors in Stock!

Also, sluices, gold pans, vials and much more!

We deliver Free to the airport and will send freight collect same day as your order.
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Nome man charged
on attempted murder

By Sandra L. Medearis

Al R. Ahnangnatoguk, 54, has
been charged on attempted Murder
in First Degree after his sister,
Brenda Ahnangnatoguk, 47, was
slashed multiple times with an ulu
and then shot with a 22 rifle midday
Aug. 21. A grand jury handed up an
indictment Aug. 26 with the at-
tempted murder charge plus five
other felony counts related to the
event. Ahnangnatoguk was in cus-
tody and arraigned in Anchorage Su-
perior Court Monday, Aug. 29.

According to court records, Al Ah-
nangnatoguk ran from the scene and
later came to the Emergency Room
at Norton Sound Regional Hospital
with a self-inflicted gunshot wound
to the chest.

Emergency air service took the
two to Anchorage for treatment.

A charging document entered into
court record by Nome Police De-
partment investigation Aug. 24 said
that a call came reporting a man at-
tacking a woman. When Sgt. Byron
Redburn reached the scene, he saw

Anangnatoguk running from the
scene carrying a rifle. Brenda Ah-
nangnatoguk was found with multi-
ple cuts at the side of the road near
the residence at 400 W. Fourth Av-
enue. A bloody ulu knife was also
found. An ulu is a traditional Eskimo
multipurpose “woman’s” knife with
a curved blade and the handle
mounted on top, parallel to the knife
blade. Investigation revealed spent
22 magnum cartridges and a 22
Magnum Marlin rifle in the resi-
dence along with evidence of a pro-
longed struggle in which a victim
had received serious injuries from
multiple strikes and slashes, and that
Ahnangnatoguk blocked the victim’s
escape from “at least one exit point
through violence of force.” A second
rifle was found at a residence north
of the scene that had a large amount
of blood smeared on it, according to
court documents.

“Further, that the defendant stated
to AST Investigator Shannon Fore
that he intended to cut his sister’s
throat with the ulu to kill her and

then cut his own throat to end his
life,” according to the court docu-
ment filed by Redburn on Aug. 24.
On that day, the court issued a war-
rant setting bail of $100,000 for Ah-
nangnatoguk’s arrest on attempted
murder and two associated felonies.

A grand jury met Friday morning,
Aug. 26 and handed up an indict-
ment increasing the charges to Mur-
der One, attempted; two felony A
charges of Assault One, Serious In-
jury with a Weapon (gun and ulu
against Brenda Ahnangnatoguk);
three felony B counts of Assault 3,
Cause Fear of Injury with Weapon
(one concerning a daughter of
Brenda Ahnangnatoguk in the resi-
dence and two against a pair who
came to help).

According to the report, Ahnang-
natoguk pointed a rifle at witnesses
who came to help Brenda Ahnang-
natoguk. They were afraid they
would be shot, according to state-
ments.

Ahnangnatoguk remains in cus-
tody.

Knife threat sends Gambell man to jail

By Sandra L. Medearis

Ladd Soonagrook, 51, said he did-
n’t remember pulling a knife and
waving it at four patrons of the
Breakers Bar Saturday night, Aug.
27, but a Nome Police Department
charging document filed after their
investigation says he did threaten
people with a knife.

Soonagrook has been charged on
three counts of Assault-3, Cause
Fear of Injury with A Weapon and
one count of Criminal Mischief -3
Damage $500+.

Soonagrook told police, according
to charging documents, that he had
been “drinking for weeks,” and re-
membered only drawing his knife
blade along a rear quarter panel of a
Checker Cab driven by Wally Mer-
rill.

A female bartender at the bright
orange booze dispensary on Front
Street told police she pushed him out
the door, but he came back in, wav-
ing a knife at four people. After he
was ejected again by the four
helpers, he waved his knife at them

outside and, according to court
records said, “I am going to cut all
of you.” Soonagrook then took off
up Division Street, throwing his
knife away along the way. Police
found the knife, which they say had
a five-inch blade, according to court
documents.

The damage to the taxicab van ex-
ceeds $500. Soonagrook was jailed
and bail set at $5,000.

e Housing

continued from page 4

first and then formalize an entity
such as the Nome Housing Coalition.

Representatives for Kawerak,
NEST and Behavioral Health sig-
naled their willingness to be on the
coalition and to make a concerted ap-
proach to solve the housing problem.
Nancy Burke, with the Trust, said if
she had a magic wand she would
start with a family project and a proj-
ect for the people who might die in
the streets this winter. “I would move
these two projects through while you
assess what the next projects are,”
Burke said.

“I’'m overwhelmed by the support
of the community, not only from so-
cial service providers, but also busi-
ness owners and that broad support
shows me that Nome is much further
along than most communities,” she
said. Kawerak has organized a so-
called funder’s forum to take place in
September with representatives from
the U.S. Department of Agriculture,

- School Board: No AD

continued from page 1

ceiving the after duty pay as well.
Another concern Tozier expressed
was the number of times someone
was paid a stipend to cover for the
AD when he was traveling. It was
determined that happens about twice
a school year and is deducted from
the AD’s stipend beginning at six ab-
sences.

Among other responsibilities
Tozier envisioned for the AD posi-
tion she commented, “I hesitate to
say this but I see this position as part
of some good old boys club where
you get in there, and you keep get-
ting your contract. And your per-
formance, even if people are
complaining about you, it doesn’t re-
ally matter because your good old
boys buddies are the ones that are
going to evaluate you and tell every-
body it’s OK and we’re not paying
them enough and let’s just keep

Alaska Housing Finance Corpora-
tion, Denali Commission, Rasmuson
Foundation and Department of
Housing and Urban Development.

Zoe Lebeau with the Corporation
for Supportive Housing said that
now is the time to take advantage of
funding streams that are available
from federal and state agencies.
“There is a perfect storm brewing in
terms of funding,” she told the audi-
ence. She explained that both the
federal government as well as the
state has made a commitment to sup-
portive housing.

“The federal government and the
state have seen that cycling people in
and out of homelessness is not a
good way to treat their disabilities
and it’s not humane, so there are a lot
of resources available,” Lebeau said.
“There is money and resources avail-
able, there is technical assistance
available from the Alaska Mental
Health Trust, the state is responsive
and this is the time for Nome to act.”

The first step toward preventing

going and get it done and I...” At
that point Gast responded, “Marie, I
take exception with being called a
good old boy since I'm the one that
evaluates him. I’ve been here one
year. I have no good old boy in me
with anybody in this community.”
Gast informed the board that per
the negotiated agreement, the stipend
amount depending upon experience,
had to be offered to Nome’s AD.
Tozier interjected that she was not
satisfied the AD needed the two
school periods to perform the duties.
Nickels added, “And you have to
think that you asked Mike to do all
this research. And all his research
showed that school systems off the
road systems get two periods and a
stipend between $5,000 and $8,000.
So, if you don’t bring this back to the
table, it’s not about the contract.”
Ultimately, neither naysayer, Tozier
or Amarok were willing to bring the
contract back to the table as an action

deaths by the mix of alcohol and
freezing temperature has been taken.
NEST has received a grant to be
open every night from November 15
through April 15. But more housing
for the general population is needed.
Outside Old St. Joe’s Hall, Luke
Kulukhon asked who all these peo-
ple were that streamed out into the
open from Old St. Joe’s on Friday af-
ternoon. A housing summit? His eyes
brightened up and he said, “Oh,
good. I need to find a house.” Ku-
lukhon said that he currently lives
with his grandchildren, and the house
is just getting too crowded. At age
75, he now wonders if he needs to go
look for a job in order to pay for an
apartment. He produces an applica-
tion for an apartment at Munagqsri
Senior housing from his coat pocket
and wonders who will help him fill it
out. So, a housing summit, he said to
himself. “Good, we need housing.”

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
DRAGSTRIP —Dear old derelict cars sit frozen in history at Ophir
Creek mine area, upstream from Council, Alaska, where gold was dis-
covered in 1897.

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis

COOLING CUPFUL —Katlyn Smith dippers some icy water from Bear
Creek at Council into her lifejacket on a 60-degree day Sunday.

contract

item. However, board majority with
board members Karmun, Brennan
and Nickels did advise Brawner to
advertise for an AD with two periods
of a school day and a stipend. Seek-
ing clarification on whether this was
a contract issue or if the board pre-
ferred the existing individual whose
contract had been tabled to not apply,
Karmun answered that she thought
the current AD could apply for the
position.

HLP Program

Kristen Ogilvie of Pacific Institute
for Research and Evaluation began
the meeting with information regard-
ing a program that identifies harm-
ful, legal products in the home,
school and retail business and
teaches the community how to
change policies, create barriers of
availability and promote an aware-
ness. Nome has been randomly se-
lected as a Comparison Community

(a base) and Ogilvie was seeking a
nod from the board to move forward.
One component would involve the
school district being compensated to
implement the Drug Use & Attitude
Survey to Nome’s 5th, 6th and 7th
graders and then follow-up with the
same students two years later as 7th,
8th and 9th graders.

Public Employees’ Retirement
System (PERS) Salary Floor

Brawner shared a letter he drafted
to Jim Puckett of Alaska’s Division
of Retirement and Benefits spelling
out the unique circumstances that led
Nome Public Schools to drop below
the salary floor established in 2008.
The letter requested that the state ei-
ther “decrease or completely elimi-
nate the outstanding PERS balance
billed to NPS.” There is a 12 percent
fee of $6,100 if the bill is not paid by
the end of August.

Career/Technical Education
(CTE)

Brawner informed the board that
he has begun to meet with local or-
ganizations and plans on conducting
interest inventories of students to ini-
tiate a pilot CTE program this year.
He mentioned partnering in health,
business, natural resources and/or
land management areas as potential
areas. Brawner hoped that if classes
were offered that students who were
interested in it would address the
dropout rate. Nickels thought the
idea was “awesome” but cautioned
that they “try to define and design a
pilot program that Nome Public
Schools could fund” noting that
many local organizations are “hurt-
ing.” Gast added that money has al-
ready been spent and they have the
facility.

The Nome Board of Education is
scheduled to meet in regular session
on September 13, 2011.
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LOCAL TRAFFIC — Reindeer crossing the Nome-Council Highway at

Legislators seek input on proposed Alaska Transportation Infrastructure Fund

By Laurie McNicholas

Members of the Transportation
Infrastructure Fund Subcommittee of
the Alaska House Finance Commit-
tee discussed formidable statewide
transportation challenges at a hear-
ing in Nome on Aug. 19. The chal-
lenges include 40- to 50-year-old
highways, population growth result-
ing in traffic congestion, aging
Alaska Marine Highway System fer-
ries, airports in need of upgrades and
major maintenance, deteriorating
harbors, limited access to natural re-
sources and $16.8 billion worth of
backlogged transportation projects
and deferred maintenance.

The subcommittee also took pub-
lic testimony on proposed legislation
to reinstate an Alaska Transportation
Infrastructure Fund that was in place
at statehood. This year the following
three pieces of legislature were in-
troduced to reinstate ATIF.

* House Joint Resolution 4 would
put a proposal before voters in No-
vember 2012 to amend the Alaska
Constitution to reinstate a dedicated
fund for transportation projects. HIR
4 proposes to amend the constitution
to require deposit of revenues from
the motor fuel tax, studded tire tax,
vehicle rental tax, vehicle registra-
tions fee, drivers license fees, and
any new transportation related fees
or taxes into the transportation fund.

¢ House Bill 30 establishes how
the fund will be governed.

* House Bill 31 asks the legisla-
ture and the governor to appropriate
$1 billion to capitalize the fund.

Subcommittee members at the
hearing were Rep. Anna Fairclough
of Eagle River, chair; Rep. Mia
Costello of Anchorage; and Rep.
Peggy Wilson of Wrangell. Rep. Les
Gara of Anchorage participated in
place of fellow Finance Committee
member Mike Doogan of Anchorage.

Wilson, who chairs the Trans-
portation Committee, co-sponsored
HJR 4, HB 30 and HB 31. She pro-

Rotary’s

By Anna Hahn

Wearing a red Decemberists tee,
high tops to match, and sitting
calmly in his classroom at Anvil City
Science Academy, Todd Hindman is
no stranger to the community of
Nome. With his participation and
contributions to the DAWN pro-
gram, KNOM, Soup ‘er’ Bowl, the
Halloween Happening, NEA Alaska,
the Nome Pool, and countless other
organizations, he is at last being rec-
ognized by the Nome Rotary Club as
Citizen of the Year.

Hindman recalls, “I thought I was
just coming to the Rotary meeting to
speak about school and DAWN and
then Lew [Tobin] got up and started
talking about me. I was very sur-
prised.”

“Our first Citizen of the Year
Award went to Connie Madden for
her work in the community and her
creation of the DAWN program in
Nome,” said Tobin when awarding

vided a 30-minute description of the
proposed legislation and findings re-
lated to it. She said the framers of the
Alaska Constitution grandfathered in
two transportation funds. When leg-
islators wanted a motor fuel tax in
1961, they were told they had to get
rid of the funds to put it in place, but
the attorney general now says they
could have had both, she added.

Wilson said the House Trans-
portation Committee held hearings
for three years, made on-site visits to
view rural and urban transportation
issues, discussed funding options
with federal, state and banking infra-
structure experts, and rejected op-
tions that committed future state
general funds before developing the
proposed legislation.

Wilson said federal funds for
transportation are not keeping up
with growing demands nationwide
and are projected to decrease by 33
percent in 2013. She also noted that
state general funds are consumed by
increasing healthcare, corrections,
education and other costs with little
left over for transportation. Nearly
90 percent of state general fund rev-
enues come from the sale of Alaska’s
crude oil, production of which is de-
clining, she added.

Wilson predicted the ATIF would
provide more 100 percent state
funded projects, which cost less and
take less time to complete than fed-
erally funded projects with lengthy,
proscriptive requirements. Pat
Kemp, deputy commissioner of the
Dept. of Transportation and Public
Facilities, agreed that DOT/PF could
save time and money on projects if
allowed to inject state funds in them.
“We could better use federal aid if
we had state general funds,” he
added. Kemp summarized current
and planned transportation projects
in the Nome area during the hearing.

Wilson provided the following in-
formation about management of the
fund, the formation of an advisory

Safety Sound.

e

council and criteria for ATIF proj-
ects. The Dept. of Revenue will
manage the fund, and profits from
the fund will be reinvested. The
amount of appropriations from the
fund will be based on 6 percent of
market value averaged over the pre-
vious five years plus 50 percent of
tax and fee revenues from the previ-
ous year. ATIF appropriations will
follow the regular budgetary process
requiring legislative approval and
approval by the governor.

A 17-member ATIF advisory
council will include public members
appointed by the governor, stake-
holder members, the commissioner
of DOT/PF and non-voting legisla-
tive members. The DOT/PF will de-
velop project ranking criteria, and
the council will numerically rank
projects.

ATIF projects will be limited to
capital transportation and major
maintenance projects less than or
equal to 80 percent-highways and
roads; 25 percent-aviation; 25 per-
cent-marine highway system; 20 per-
cent-harbors and harbor matching
grant funds, 20 percent-community
transportation and transit, and 15
percent-trails and bike paths. Wilson
said the guidelines ensure the distri-
bution of funds across multiple
modes of transportation. Federalized
projects will be limited to not more
than 20 percent.

The ATIF appropriation is ex-
pected to total about $100 million in
2014, and to increase annually as the
fund grows in value. The ATIF is
projected to nearly double in value in
20 years.

Fairclough said Rep. Bill Stoltze
of Wasilla has raised an issue about
the gravity of the proposed constitu-
tional amendment, pointing out that
if it moves through the legislature,
legislators could try to open up the
constitution for other issues. Stoltze
is a member of the Transportation In-
frastructure Fund Subcommittee.

Several persons expressed concerns
about amending the constitution at a
subcommittee hearing held Aug. 18
in Fairbanks, she added.

Fairclough said Stoltze shares her
concern about a 6 percent annual
withdrawal from ATIP. “A 4 percent
drawdown might be better in the cur-
rent economy,” she suggested. She
also said questions have been raised
about the formation of a council with
17 members.

Gara said he is not sure about tak-
ing $1 billion from state savings for
ATIF, and he is skeptical the fund
would expand as projected.

Public testimony

Testifying on behalf of the City of
Nome, Mayor Denise Michels asked
the subcommittee to incorporate the
Alaska Railroad in the ATIF frame-
work, to provide for fair rural repre-
sentation on the advisory council, to
raise the ATIF funding cap from 20
percent to 35 percent for harbors and
harbor matching grant funds, and
from 20 percent to 35 percent for
community transportation and tran-
sit projects.

She said Bering Strait is a marine
traffic choke point that will require
search and rescue services. Dock-
ings at the Port of Nome have in-
creased from 30 in 1980 to 298 in
2010, she added. Michels said the
city supports the Western Alaska Ac-
cess Planning Study (Road to
Nome).

Michels provided separate testi-
mony on behalf of Kawerak, Inc. as
transportation director and manager
of reservation roads program for the
tribal consortium. She described
local roads, trails and dust abatement
projects Kawerak has completed in
Bering Strait communities. She
asked the subcommittee to consider
raising the ATIF cap for community
transportation and transit projects
from 20 percent to 35 percent be-
cause the Denali Commission lost

newest Citizen of the Year

this honor to Hindman. “Now, it
seems the award has come full circle
with this year’s winner who has
taken over many of Connie’s tasks in
the DAWN program as well as
adding a few of his own.”

Before moving to Nome, Hind-
man had been teaching in Texas,
“Basically what brought me here
was the job. I was only planning on
being here for two years and then I
was going to move on. But you can
see how that worked out.” He has
now lived in Nome for 12 consecu-
tive years.

Citizens of the Year are not cho-
sen for the work they accomplish in
their professional career, although
Hindman is a solid role model for the
community’s youth. As head teacher
at ACSA, he has guidelines and
prospects for each student, “I have
high expectations for the kids, I stay
consistent with them, I try to be fair,
and I try to teach with humor-even

1]

Kawerak Inc.
vs » Child Advocacy Genter

Did You Know?

Young girls who are sexually abused are more
likely to develop eating disorders as adolescents.

For more information, resources or help contact the
Child Advocacy Center at 443-4379

though my sense of humor is very
sarcastic,” he said.

Beginning eight years ago, Hind-
man took a risk and began to intro-
duce Nome to several indie and
alternative genres of music via a
radio show on KNOM. He called his
program Under the Radar. On this
Tuesday evening program Hindman
explains, “I enjoy playing what I like
to call indie rock and progressive
dance. I play a lot of electronica
music to folk rock, just a variety.”

Hindman is a co-executive of
Drugs Aren’t Wanted in Nome
(DAWN), and he is head and sole
chef for the Souper-Bowl, an annual

fundraiser that last year raised
$3,200. All proceeds from this event
go to student groups and last year
were donated to the new Drama Club
at Nome-Beltz High School.

“I make all of the soups and I
keep on switching them up,” says
Hindman. “One of my favorites from
the past is winter squash chowder.”
It takes a week for him to prepare all
20 varieties of soups and stews for
the event as well as soup cookbooks
that are sold at the benefit.

Hindman has also annually taken
on the hat as organizer of the Hal-
loween Happening. He has been ac-
tive in the local Teacher’s

Photo by Nadja Cavin

funding that went to the DOT/PF.
She said Kawerak supports an ap-
propriation of $1 billion in state
funds for ATIF in HB 31.

Michels requested that specific
language be added to HB 30 for fair
tribal representation on the ATIF ad-
visory council. She said not a lot of
rural tribes are Alaska Inter-Tribal
Council (AITC) members.

Fairclough asked whether the City
of Nome or Kawerak had discussed
the proposed constitutional amend-
ment. Michels said the topic had not
been brought up, noting that ap-
proval by two-thirds of each legisla-
tive body is required.

Rep. Neal Foster of Nome urged
subcommittee members to look at
the issue of rural Alaska representa-
tion on the advisory council. “AITC
may be best, but look at that more,”
he suggested. “Get more input from
Kawerak and other region tribes.”

Richard Beneville of Nome said
when the Bob Blodgett Nome-Teller
Highway was built, Blodgett antici-
pated oil exploration in the late
1960s. The road provides access to a
deepwater harbor, and the U.S. Navy
may need a deepwater port in the
area with increased tourism and oil
exploration in arctic waters, he
noted.

Wendy Lindskoog, Alaska Rail-
road vice president for corporate and
governmental affairs, asked the sub-
committee to find a way to integrate
the railroad in ATIF legislation.
“Give us a seat on the advisory coun-
cil and make the statute wide enough
so if there is a big project out to rural
Alaska, we are already written into
the statute,” she suggested. She said
she would present formal testimony
on behalf of the railroad at the sub-
committee’s hearing in Anchorage.

Sen. Donny Olson was not avail-
able for comment on the proposed
legislation. His staff said he is trav-
eling outside the United States until
the second week of September.

Association since moving to Nome,
and has been on the Board of Direc-
tors of the National Education Asso-
ciation, Alaska for the last two years.
In his spare time Hindman is a life-
guard at the local pool, a photogra-
pher, and an active cyclist (he can
often be spotted cycling to work or
riding the Dexter loop).

“I’'mreally honored to be Nome’s
Citizen of the Year. It was nice to be
seen as someone who is just now be-
coming in charge of DAWN, that
Connie Madden was the first one
honored with this award for her work
with DAWN,” smiled Hindman.
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Utility board restates opposition to fluoride

By Sandra L. Medearis

Nome'’s utility board has made it
clear they want John K. Handeland,
utility manager, to send a resolution
to Nome Common Council calling a
halt to fluoridation of the area water
supply coming from Moonlight
Springs. Fluoridation is the practice
of adding a fluoride compound to the
public drinking water supply osten-
sibly for the purpose of fighting tooth
decay.

A local dentist, Mark Kelso, a
month ago told the Council the fluo-
ride was needed to prevent tooth
decay, that the Council should just
send that resolution back to the
Nome Joint Utility System Board of
Directors. However, the utility had
not yet sent a resolution to the Coun-
cil; it was only waiting in the wings.
NJUS had passed a resolution to
hand to the Council to put a stop to
putting what several board members
called “poison” in the water.

Kelso said when he had first come
to Nome years ago there was no
fluoridation of the water. “I had
many patients in their teens and
twenties, who I had to take their teeth
out and make them dentures,” he told
the Council during citizen comment
period July 27.

Then the City started to fluoridate
the water, Kelso said, and slowly
over the years [the need for dentures]
has slowly disappeared. “And I can
contrast that with a lot of my patients
from the village that don’t get fluor-
idated water, and I still have to take
their teeth out and make them den-

tures,” he said.

The City of Fairbanks has dropped
fluoridation after a task force study.
The federal Dept. of Health and
Human Services has recommended
fluoridation be reduced in municipal
water supplies because of fluoride
naturally occurring in drinking water.
Kelso said a “buddy” at Alaska Na-
tive Tribal Health Consortium
backed him on the fluoride question,
and the agency would pay for equip-
ment and fluoride for Nome water.

Kelso maintained there was zip
naturally occurring fluoride in
Nome’s water supply. Handeland
said he intended to commission an
independent assessment of the
amount of natural fluoride in the
water supply. Those who oppose
fluoridation depend on pseudo-
science and “hysteria often trumps
science because it sounds scary,”
Kelso said. The Council asked Kelso
to list the sources he was using.

Kelso has in the past, on the tele-
vision series Kids Healthworks, at-
tributed poor dental health and the
need for dentures for young people
to lack of brushing and poor diet—
“too many sweets, too little brushing,
and apathy.”

At the Aug. 23 NJUS board meet-
ing, Handeland said a test confirmed
there was no naturally occurring flu-
oride in water coming out of the
springs, that a previous test showing
fluoride at .73 parts per million had
inadvertently used artificially fluori-
dated water instead of untreated
water.

That’s when the solid waste hit the
fan. If there was a discrepancy with
the numbers and the fluoride, that
concerned utility director Carl Em-

mons.

“When you’re talking about put-
ting something toxic and poison in
someone’s drinking water,” Emmons
said. “You ought to be damned accu-
rate. If we are putting medication in
someone’s water we ought to be sure

about it.”

The fact that Kelso had presented
no hard science concerned Berda
Willson, board president. “I’d like

some statistical data. We keep hear-

ing all the anecdotal data,” Willson

said.
Emmons observed that with intro-

duction of fluoride into the water,

dental care became better when peo-
ple became conscious of tooth care.

Board member Pat Johanson
agreed. “People came to school with
toothbrushes and big tooth models.
Before then, people didn’t brush

teeth as much,” he said.

“As far as we have come today
with the amount in toothpaste, water
inherently, food and everywhere
else, at the cost I can’t believe there
Fred

would be any advantage,”
Moody observed.

Several board members thought
village dental health was improving
because of the presence of good

health aides. Emmons asked Hande-
land to give the antifluoride resolu-

tion to the Council as voted at a prior

meeting.

The Center for Disease Control

nent of fluoridation.

About 67 percent of U.S. cities
have fluoridated water supplies.
Fluoridation of municipal water
works began about 65 years ago. Op-
ponents of fluoride in municipal do-
say the
practice stemmed from the Manhat-
tan Project and when millions of tons
of fluoride were used in the manu-
facture of bomb grade uranium and
plutonium. Also, large amounts of
fluoride were generated in producing
aluminum required for warplanes.
With events already on record where
fluoride damaged crops, livestock
and people downwind from indus-
trial plants, government and industry
with officials running the Manhattan
sought to spin fluoride
around to a happier face to dampen
public objection to fluoride emis-
sions and to slowdown costly litiga-
tion. Instead of a poison, people
would see it as a nutrient that would

mestic water supplies

Project,

prevent tooth decay.

fluoridated water.

Miller said fluoride does prevent

and prevention reports that the
splotchy tooth condition, fluorosis,
resulting from fluoridation, is unex-
pectedly common in kids ages 12
through 15. And it appears to have
grown much more common since the
1980s. However, CDC is a propo-

According to a 2005 work by
Donald W. Miller Jr. MD, a cardiac
surgeon and professor of surgery at
University of Washington, faulty
studies proved tooth decay down 50
to 70 percent in children who drank

cavities by combining with calcium
in dental enamel to form fluorapetite,
which increases resistance to dem-
ineralization. Fluoride inactivates
bacteria that damage teeth by inter-
fering with their enzymes, but these
effects alone do not prove efficacy,
according to Miller.

Fluoride is the only chemical
added to water for the purpose of
medical treatment, say opponents. As
such, fluoridation is unethical, as in-
formed consent is a standard practice
for all medication, and given as a key
reason that most of Western Europe
has ruled against fluoridation. Water
fluoridation means forcing people to
take medicine regardless of their
consent. The dose cannot be con-
trolled as people drink varying
amounts of water. People receive ad-
ditional fluoride through food and
beverages. Babies on bottles can get
300 times as much as breastfed
babes. Fluoride accumulates in the
body. Healthy kidneys excrete only
50 to 60 percent of what is ingested
in a day. Kids take up to 80 percent
of ingested fluoride into their bones,
according to J. Ekstrand in Pediatric
Research periodical, 1994. Fluoride
may damage the brain, according to
the National Research Council
(2006).

After the Nome Common Council
receives the NJUS resolution calling
for an end to fluoridation, the ball
will be in Council’s court. Due to
equipment issues, Nome’s water sup-
ply is not currently fluoridated.

Norton Sound commerecial ﬁshmg season nears end

The 2011 commercial fishing sea-
son in northern Norton Sound was
closed by regulation on Aug. 31, and
in southern Norton Sound the season
will close Sept. 7, reports Jim
Menard, area manager for Norton
Sound and Kotzebue, Alaska Dept.
of Fish and Game.

Menard said the Norton Sound
commercial salmon catch through
Aug. 26 totaled 140 kings, 318 sock-
eyes, 109,908 chums, 7,119 pinks
and 54,187 silvers by 105 permit
holders. “The silver run has been av-
erage in southern Norton Sound, but
has been below average in northern
Norton Sound,” he noted.

...In the Nome Subdistrict, coho
[silver] salmon escapements are
below average and the Nome River
weir count of 540 coho salmon trails
all years, except those years when a
closure to the coho salmon fishery
occurred,” reported Menard in an
Aug. 25 press release. “The Snake
River weir count of 102 coho salmon
also trails all years, except those
years that coho salmon fishing was
closed.”

Menard explained the coho run in
the district is not sufficient to reach
escapement needs and support a
coho salmon harvest. He an-
nounced the closure effective Aug.
27 of subsistence salmon fishing for
coho in the marine and fresh waters

of the Nome Subdistrict, closure of
all sport fishing for coho, and closure
of all subsistence net fishing in the
marine waters from Topkok Head to
Cape Rodney. He also said the last
subsistence set gillnet fishing period
in the fresh waters of the Nome Sub-
district would close on Aug. 27.
“...Although hook and line sub-
sistence fishing will still be open,
permit holders cannot target coho
salmon,” the press release stated.
“Likewise, sport fishermen cannot
target coho salmon even for catch
and release. Also, no bait can be
used when sport fishing, or hook and
line subsistence fishing, in the fresh
waters of the Nome Subdistrict.”

Port Clarence district

Chum salmon catch limits on the
Pilgrim River have been waived,
Menard reported in his weekly fish-
eries update. He said cumulative
counts through Aug. 25 at the Pil-
grim River weir were 40 kings,
39,911 chums, 3,348 pinks, 8,423
sockeyes and 101 silvers. The weir
is operated by Norton Sound Eco-
nomic Development Corp. with as-
sistance from ADF&G.

Kotzebue district

Commercial chum salmon fishing
continues in the Kotzebue district.

“The main runway scheduled clo-
sure did not occur [last] week, but

Johnson CPA LLC

Certified Public Accountants

Mark A. Johnson, CPA

For ALL your accounting needs!
Please call for an appointment.

Mark is in the office daily « 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.

« Business and personal income tax preparation

and planning

» Computerized bookkeeping and payroll services

+ Financial statements

122 West First Avenue * Nome, AK 99762
(907) 443-5565

with limited plane avallablhty the
buyer was reluctant to increase fish-
ing hours because of capacity con-
cerns,” Menard reports. “Periods
[last] week ranged from 3 to 5 hours.
The cumulative harvest is slightly
over 253,000 chum salmon by 90
permit holders. The number of per-
mits fished and the catch is the high-
est since 1995 for this date.” Menard
said runway closures at Kotzebue are
scheduled periodically through early
September, but it may be possible for
fishermen to beat last year’s harvest
of 270,000 chum salmon in the dis-
trict.

“FISH TIGHT” —

Photo by Jim Menard, ADF &G

Gary Knuepfer, field camp coordinator, checks the

Nome River weir to make sure it is “fish tight,” so that no salmon species
being counted can get through the weir.

BOOK YOUR SPACE TODAY
ON NORTHLAND SERVICES!

Reliable barge service between
Seattle, Anchorage and Nome

VOYAGE

SEATTLE
DEADLINE

SEATTLE
DEPARTURE

ANCHORAGE
DEADLINE

W1109

September 6

September 9

September 15

LAST BARGE OF
THE SEASON!

For information and booking, call toll free 1.800.426.3113

or206.763.3000

Delivery Address:

6700 W Marginal Wy SW
(Terminal 115)

Seattle, WA 98106

As us about

Northland Services

TRANSPORTATION

M ARINE

Customer Service:
800.426.3113

Or visit us online at
www.northlandservices.com

Anchorage Terminal:
660 Western Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: 907.276.4030
Fax:907.276.8733

Nome Office:
Phone: 907.443.5738
Fax: 907.443.5424




8 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2011

THE NOME NUGGET

FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY

11 |12 |13

39

43

45

52

58

63

67

70

Across

1. Blood vessel obstructions
7. Boris Godunov, for one
11. Balaam’s mount

14. Became clear, like weather
15. Carve in stone

16. “Holdona __!”

17. Official

19. Chinese “way”

20. Antiquity, in antiquity
21. Assn.

22. ___inateacup

24. Abound

26. Forbidden: Var.

28. Brings home

29. Blew it

31. Emeritus: Abbr.

33. Thailand, once

34. Assigns wrong day
38. Calypso offshoot

39. Destitute

43. Egg cells

44. Mosaic tiles

45. E-mail, e.g.

47. Chinese dynasty

48. Parkinson’s treatment
52. Judge

54.  tide

57. Alimond

58. Brushed upward

60. Appear, with “up”

62. What “it” plays

63. “Go team!”

64. Hairlip (2 wd)

67. Affirmative vote

Last week’s answers

68. Hawaiian tuber

69. Wading bird

70. “Acid” (acronym)

71. Black stone

72. Silver coins of Turkey

Down

. Decadent

. Ruffian

. Ringed notebook cover

. Mythical monster

“_ go!”

. Dostoyevsky novel, with
“The”

7. Big ___ Conference

8. Small carved figure

9. “God’s Little ___”

10. Sound-alike lines of verse
11. Star-shaped figure
referencing a footnote

12. Japanese delicacy (2 wd)
13. Native of Scotland

18. Mozart’s “L’___ del Cairo”
23. _ dedeux

25. Same: Fr.

27. Two wood (golf)

30. Gossip

32. Okla., before 1907

35. Hasenpfeffer, e.g.

36. Intestinal infection

37. Rock layer beneath
continental landmasses

39. Involving the position of
the body

40. Gives more money than is
due

41. Disappeared

42. Formally surrender

46. Drops on blades

49. Organ stop

50. Loquacious talker

51. Plumber’s snakes

53. Odd-numbered page

55. Appropriate

56. “Big __” (Notorious B.l.G.
hit)

59. Agenda

61. Buddies

65. Vixen

66. Chop (off)

oA WN=

(907) 443-1300 Restaurant
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