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COMMUNITY FISH FRENZY—A run of capelin, small fish resembling hooligan, provide social get-togethers and family outings for harvesting the omega-3 fat fish by the buckets the
evening of July 8. (See story page 9.)

TESTIMONY— Eskimo Walrus Commission director Vera Metcalf and Sitnasuak Native Corp. presi-
dent Chuck Fagerstrom testified at the Northern Waters Task Force meeting held at Old St. Joe’s Hall on
Friday, July 8.

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Nome Common Council met

Monday to pass a couple action
items and to chew the fat briefly over
the future of sales tax, fluoride pol-
lution, interlaced advisory and gov-
erning board memberships, and road
improvements.

The Council voted unanimously to
adopt the Alaska Municipal League
and Joint Insurance Association’s
safety incentive plan for FY 2012
with the stated aim to “target loss
control,” and to provide a safe, cost-
effective environment for its em-
ployees, citizens, and the visiting
public. However, no copy of the risk
management plan was included
among meeting documents provided

the public. The Council needs to
adopt the plan annually, according to
the city manager, Josie Bahnke.

The Council reversed itself on a
vow made during budget time that
waiving fees for the use of public fa-
cilities would halt, and Monday ap-
proved a $250 fee waiver application
from Northern Waters Task Force for
a meeting at Old St. Joe’s on July 8.
The task force is a group of State
Representatives and private business
people appointed by Legislature to
look out for Alaska’s interests and to
keep the State at the forefront of U.S.
Arctic policy in transportation, re-
source development and national se-
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RADISH ROSES—Carol Matthews harvests crop of radishes at the
Nome-Beltz greenhouse as part of class taught by Cheryl Thompson.

By Diana Haecker
In their first meeting in Nome, the

Northern Waters Task Force assem-
bled for a full day of testimony and
public comment last Friday at Old
St. Joe’s Hall. The task force was set
up by the Alaska State legislature in
2010 to deal with arctic governance,
oil and gas development, Arctic fish-
eries and increased marine trans-
portation. The panel’s chairman
Kotzebue Representative Reggie
Joule said in an introduction that the
task force seeks input from locals on
subsistence practices, on what is
needed in terms of facilities and in-
frastructure when dealing with the
potential of increased shipping.

After hours of expert and scien-
tific testimony, it became clear that
indeed the Arctic is the last frontier
and more unknowns persist. It truly
is the last Wild West for the lack of
rules and laws that govern the cir-
cumpolar Arctic and the narrow strait
leading into it, the Bering Strait. Task
force member U.S. Coast Guard
Rear Admiral Thomas Ostebo re-
marked that the Coast Guard’s ex-
pected to police the area, but has its
hands tied as there are no United
States laws to enforce. The Bering
Strait is not only a choke but is also
an international strait under interna-
tional laws in the absence of a set of
laws governing the straits. 

While ice locked up the ocean and
made reliable passage impossible, it
also locked up the earth’s last
known, exploitable riches – oil, gas
and other minerals. With a warming
arctic and rapidly melting multi-year
ice, this has changed. As a result of
this, everybody wants a piece of the
pie. The eight arctic nations – US,
Canada, Greenland/Denmark, Nor-
way, Russia, Iceland, Sweden and
Finland – jockey for position to
claim their stakes. Nations like
China and Korea are building ice
breakers and have interests in the

vast resources that could be ex-
ploited for their developing
economies. Clear frustration rang in
testimonies given by National
Oceanographic and Atmospheric
arctic researcher Dr. Kathleen Crane,
when she said there are huge gaps in
data that her agency is supposed to
deliver, but there is not enough fed-
eral funding to do the research. US
researchers need to charter ships sail-
ing under foreign flags to get them to
their data collecting moorings in the
Bering Strait. The problem, many
said, is that Congress in D.C. fails to
understand that the US is an Arctic
nation and with that they fail to un-
derstand the urgency of the rapidly
occurring changes that affect the
Arctic, climate wise as well as polit-
ically in the national and interna-
tional arena. 

Members of the task force in-
cluded chair Reggie Joule, Rep. Bob
Herron, Rep. Neal Foster, Senator
Donnie Olson, Dept. of Environ-
mental Conservation commissioner
Larry Hartig, Nome Mayor Denise
Michels, US Coast Guard Rear Ad-
miral Thomas Ostebo and NANA
Corp. vice president Chuck Greene.
They pondered questions of monu-
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