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LAST TRAIN TO SNOWHERE — Not quite ready to leave the station, but chugging throught the drifts, the ‘“Last Train to Nowhere” shows its stacks at Solomon last week.
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EARNS HER MASTER’S — Pearl Mikulski gets a hug from UAF Student Services Director Kacey Miller
at Northwest Campus commencement May 5. Mikulski’s Master of Arts is in Rural Development. See

Photo by Nadja Roessek

Dredges, Rock Creek Mine facing
uncertain future

By Diana Haecker

Although the bucket lines stopped
churning long ago and Nome’s
dredges have been sitting idle in
their dredge ponds as symbols of the
town’s mining heritage, they are now
subject of discussions as to what
their future should hold. Dredges

On the Web:
www.nomenugget.net
E-mail:
nugget@nomenugget.com
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2,3.5 and 6 changed owners recently
when NovaGold Resources Inc. de-
cided that its Nome holdings — in-
cluding the Rock Creek mine and
Big Hurrah — are not core assets any-
more and the whole lot is for sale.
NovaGold, parent company of
Alaska Gold Co., sold more than
11,000 acres of land and patented
mining claims in and around Nome
to a newly created company named
Nome Gold Alaska Corporation,
based in Canada.

One of NGA's principal investors
is Robert Salna. Salna said in an in-
terview with The Nome Nugget that
the company hasn’t decided yet what
the course of action is going to be re-
garding the dredges. He said that ac-
cording to preliminary numbers, the
mammoths of steel and wood would
be too expensive to resuscitate and
to be brought back to life as operat-

ing dredges. “They are heavily dam-
aged from time and also have been

continued on page 4

City Council reviews
School board budget

By Lori Head
There was only one item on Nome
City Council’s agenda of May 9—
Nome Public School’s FY 2012
budget. Because it was a work ses-
sion no action was taken, only dis-
cussion. All six council members
were present as Nome Public
Schools Superintendent Jon Wehde
presented the budget and council
members asked questions. NPS
Business Manager Cathi Wojtanek
sat beside Wehde and fielded ques-
tions he had regarding amounts and
percentages. Two school board
members, Barb Amarok and Marie
Tozier, were also present.

CIP & Fund Balance

Wehde explained, “We’re going to
use some CIP funding and some fund
balance funding to balance this

year’s budget. Not atypical for
schools in our weight class: single
site, about our enrollment. Butit’s a
first for Nome.” He was referring to
the $273,789 withdrawal from the
school’s fund balance, as well as the
$200,000 Boiler CIP (Capital Im-
provement Project) and $130,473
Alarm and Transfer CIP amounts
under the revenue section of the
budget summary.

Three percent increase on exempt
and administrative contracts
Councilman Stan Andersen asked
what the percentage increase was on
exempt and administrative contracts.
Wojtanek answered, “It was a three
percent increase.” Wehde added that
“in terms of administrative contracts
for next year, I ditched two posi-

continued on page 2

Utility bridge is

coming
coming

By Sandra L. Medearis

NJUS water department has re-
duced the amount of fluoride in the
city’s drinking water, according to an
advisory from two federal agencies.
The U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services with the Environ-
mental Protection Agency have is-
sued a joint statement saying they
were wrong in recommending 1.2
mg/liter in northern areas and only
0.7 mg./liter in warmer, southern
areas. Recent data do not show a
convincing relationship between
fluid intake and ambient air temper-
ature. Hence, fluoridation in Nome
has gone down to 0.7 mg/liter. This
is the lowest range in the current
DHSS recommendation for fluoride,

down,
down

which the DHSS says is a cost-effec-
tive method for delivering fluoride
for the prevention of tooth decay.
Other health experts say the need for
fluoride in drinking water is hog-
wash.

The current short bridge leading
from Seppala Drive to Port Road
going past Nome Joint Utility Sys-
tem will be replaced by a relocated
new bridge. NJUS hoped the old
bridge would be retained as a walk-
ing bridge, or, suggested the public, a
place away from the highway to cast
fishing lines into the Snake River.
Adios, sayonara, do svidanija, kwa-
heri, good-bye and boo-hoo, forget
it. The state Dept. of Transportation

continued on page 4

Photo by Sandra Medearis
NOME ESKIMO COMMUNITY FIRE —A fire in the Nome Eskimo Community maintenance shop set alarms
ringing at Fifth Avenue and Moore street Tuesday morning at about 5:45 a.m. Nome Volunteer Firefighters re-
sponded on a dime and had the fire contained by 7 a.m. Fire Chief Matt Johnson said the fire apparently
started on the ground floor in the garage and moved to the upper building. A cause had not been determined
Tuesday morning. About 25 firefighters responded to fight the blaze.
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF NOME

Larry’s Auto and Repair

907-443-4111

316 Belmont St., Nome, AK

www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help
Center

A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about
family cases including divorce,
dissolution, custody and visitation,
child support and paternity.

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

514 Lomen Avenue
“The store that sells real things.”
Unique and distinctive gifts

o Native & Russian handicrafts,
{ =) Furs, Findings, Books, and Beads

VISA, MasterCard, and Discover accepted
1-800-416-4128 « (907) 443-4128

C.0.D. Orders welcome

Fax (907) 443-4129

NOME
Hiveil
Heouse
% Boarding
& Grooming
&% Pet Supplies
(907) 443-2490

Open: Mon-Fri 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
& Sat10a.m.-2p.m.
Located next to AC on Chicken Hill

Kap-Sun Enders
Financial Services Professional*

New York Life Insurance Company
Licensed Agent

CA Ins. Lic.# OF 55163

WA # 164039 AK # 11706

701 West 8" Ave., Suite 900
Anchorage, AK 99501

Tel. 907.257.6424 Tel. 907.522.9405
Fax. 907.257.5224 Cel. 907.529.6306
Kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

The Company You Keep®

*Registered Representative offering securities through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC,
A Licensed Insurance Agency, 701 W 8" Ave, Ste 900, Anchorage, AK 99501 - 907 279 6471

*Monitor Heater

*Appliance Sales

Aders Sy
@ 704 Seppalap‘oé

m Drive

Sales & Service

& Parts
443-2934
1-800-590-2234

NOME OUTFITTERS

YOUR complete hunting & fishing store
Trinh’s Gift Baskets
& Authorized AT&T Retailer
443-6768 & 304-2355

located next to Nome Outfitters

OPEN M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sat & Sun

120 West First Avenue
(907) 443-2880 or
1-800-680-NOME

COD, credit card & special orders
welcome * Free delivery to airport
OPEN M-F 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

There's No Place Like Nome

We're at your service

‘ Mr. Kab
“ 443-6000

P.0. Box 1305 Nome, AK 99762

There's No Cab Like Mr. Kab

443-5211

Checker Cab

Leave the driving to us

Now offering
massage therapy!

Hours:

Monday - Thursday

10 a.m. -6 p.m.
Friday

9am.-1pm.

Phone: 443-7477

BErRING SEA
WomEN’s

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or
1-907-443-5444 « fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL execdir@nome.net
P.O. Box 1596 Nome, AK 99762

GRrour

Nome Discovery
Tours

Day tours
Evening excursions
Custom road trips
Gold panning ° Ivory carving
Tundra tours
CUSTOM TOURS!

“Don’t leave Nome without
hooking-up with Richard at
Nome Discovery Tours!”

— Esquire Magazine March 1997

(907) 443-2814
discover@gci.net

_STAMPEDE

ﬂelliele llentals

.'0*5' !Ms@

Looking for

customers?

Advertising in the
community pages of
The Nome Nugget
is both affordable
and effective!

Contact the Nome Nugget at

ads@nomenugget.com or 443.5235

American
Cancer
Society

Arctic ICANS
A nonprofit cancer
survivor support group.

For more information call

443-5726.

24 hours
a day
7 days/wk

ALASKA
POISON
CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

Sitnasuak Native Corporation
(907) 387-1200

Bonanza Fuel, Inc.

(907) 387-1201

Bonanza Fuel call out cell
(907) 304-2086

Nanuagq, Inc.

g (907) 387-1202

NS
|| SITNASUAK

NATIVE CORPORATION

www.snc.org

Nomc ComPUTGR

COMPUTGR SALEGS
& SERVICE

CHGCK OUT OUR WEBSITG
WWWNOMCCOMPUTCR .COM

304-1156

PC on MAC

Mobile service
Call for appointment

Creom CARDS 7 PAYPAL WELCOME

Nome Custom Jewelry

803 E. 4th Ave.
907-304-1818

+Custom Made Jewelry «Czech Beads
+Seed Beads *Bugle Beads
+Watercolor - Prints, Cards, Postcards
+SS Chains (by the inch or foot)
*Earring Wires

Beading Classes Scheduled
Call to get the current schedule.

Hrs: Mon. - Sat. 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Contact Heidi Hart at 907-304-1818

") ALASKA
_ FAMILY
S "%DOCTOR

Robert Lawrence, MD
www.alaskafamilydoc.com
| Call or text 304-3301
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e Port Commission

continued from page 5

plan should include a base for emer-
gency oil spill and rescue response.
Baker said the Alaska Dept. of Envi-
ronmental Conservation and each of
the tank farm operators have a stash.
Kristenson said Shell will have a
barge in summer months with noth-
ing but oil spill response equipment
on it. In 2007 the company pub-
lished a 56-page booklet titled,
Shell’s Beaufort Sea Exploratory
Drilling Program Oil Spill Preven-
tion and Response.

Causeway ramp dock study

The commissioners and Baker dis-
cussed a study prepared by PND En-
gineers for a proposed third dock at
the causeway and a roll-on, roll-off
(ro-ro) ramp that allows cargo to be
efficiently rolled on and off a vessel.
Baker said a third causeway dock is
needed because the city dock and
West Gold dock are extremely busy.
“This dock would be universal,” she
said. “It could be for a cargo barge,
cruise ship or research ship, and
while building it, it’s wise to include
a ro-ro ramp in the design.”

The PND study includes four de-
sign options for the project. Three
designs would place the third dock
between the city dock and the West
Gold dock, and a fourth would situ-
ate the dock at the west spur of the
causeway. Baker weighed in against
the latter location. She also said she
does not like designs that extend the
third dock out into the turning basin
beyond the faces of the city dock and
West Gold dock.

Discussion centered on a design
placing the third dock between the
two existing docks with its face
aligned with the city dock. That de-
sign places a ro-ro ramp at the north
end of the West Gold dock and calls
for mooring dolphins for barges at
that location. Commissioners said
the dolphins would be a problem in
ice conditions. Baker noted that the
third dock won’t be constructed this
summer, but commissioners need to
select a design concept for PND to
develop.

Harbor floats anchor system

A new anchor system for two
floats in the small boat harbor used
by fishing vessels and other small
craft is needed because ice has
moved all of the piles except the
head pile and they are badly out of
alignment, Baker told the commis-
sioners. They discussed a PND de-
sign for a new anchor system to
remove the piles and collars, install
a continuous long link ground chain
at mud line between two fender piles
on the low level dock and two fender
piles on the opposite fish dock bulk-
head, and connect vertical float
chains to the ground chain.

PND estimates the cost of the new
float anchor system at $153,915.
Baker said the price is a bargain
compared to the cost of realigning
the pilings. West asked whether the
chains would be removed in the win-
ter. Baker said they would be left in
place. It is too late to do the project
this year, she added.

Barge ramp expansion

The commissioners reviewed a
PND plan to repair the city’s barge
ramp at the port, repair the barge
ramp mooring dolphins, and provide
additional capacity for the ramp.
Baker reminded them they had dis-
cussed the plan, dated Sept. 20,
2010, with a PND representative at
their last meeting in October 2010.

“The existing City of Nome Barge
Ramp has been in service only about
seven years,” the PND plan states.
“The appearance of the ramp on June
14, 2010 revealed that the base ma-
terial is being overloaded and is suf-
fering a loss of bearing capacity.
There were small mounds of free
sand and gravel visible on the ramp
that had apparently been pumped
from below the ramp and deposited
between the concrete plank joints by
the pressure of wheel loads. This ac-
tion can be halted to prevent future
deterioration of the concrete planks.”

Baker noted that PND recom-
mends placing grout below the
planks rather than rebuilding the
ramp over compacted gravel to de-
crease the bearing pressures. The
PND plan states: “Rebuilding the
ramp would probably be more ex-
pensive that building it was, because
of the difficulty of removing con-
crete planks below water.”

Baker said she has talked with a
local concrete provider who has
equipment to pump grout under the
planks, and the work can be done
without taking the ramp out of serv-
ice. When the commissioners select
aramp repair plan, the city will apply
for a permit from the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, and the plan will

WD BAWSe - ORRNY =
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ROADS ARE OPENING — The Department of Transportation is workinh on the Teller Highway , Kougarok
Road and Council Highway, Shown here is theSafety Roadhouse on the Council Highway. Roads are soft and
the DOT urges caution when driving.

vl = SAND & GRAVEL

AGC partnered with AAP to continue supplying Western Alaska and the Nome Community with quality products at affordable prices.

MES

Alaska Gold Company

A subsidiary of NovaGold Resources Inc.

be reviewed by agencies such as the
Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game and
the U.S Fish and Wildlife, Baker
added.

Commissioners discussed techni-
cal aspects of pumping grout under
the barge ramp planks with John
Blees of Bristol Environmental En-
gineering, who attended the work
session. They made no decisions
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about the barge ramp repair, a new
anchor system for the floats or a third
causeway dock during the work ses-
sion.

The Port Commission will con-
duct a regular meeting Thursday,
May 12 at 5:30 p.m.

RELAY
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of Nome!

ufivors -
Celebrating Life!

Survivors have something to Celebrate.

We invite all cancer survivors and their

care givers to join our community in a
night full of events to remember.

Relay for Life of Nome
May 14, 2011
Old St. Joe’s

4 p.m.
Survivor Reception Begins
at 6 p.m.

THE QFFICIAL 57 2N50R 0F BIRTHIAYS.”

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE! (907) 273-7300
Nome: (907) 404-0041

Certified Scales for ADOT Projects

Specialty Products
Pit Run

Fine Tailings
Sand
Screenings
c-1

D-1

E-1

4” Minus
Porous
Gabion

Hot Rock
And Much More!!!

Nome Scale House:

Nome Operations are operated under a joint venture hetween Alaska Gold Company and Alaska A_ggre\f};‘liéﬁc;ﬂu&s.

(907) 387-0333
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