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IRON DOG WINNERS — Team 20, Scott Faeo and Eric Quam, were the first to lead the Iron Dog race into Nome on Tuesday evening, and ultimately won the 2,000-mile snowmobile
race across Alaska on Saturday in Fairbanks. See story on page 9.
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Council: Marijuana brownies—a constitutional guarantee?

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Nome Common Council has
pushed back action on an ordinance
to regulate use of marijuana within

Nome’s city limits.

One of two proposed ordinances
makes marijuana violations and fines
parallel alcohol laws.

The other updates smoking and
second-handing smoking laws to in-
clude marijuana smoke.

The smoke measure passed.
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SENIOR NIGHT — Lady Nanooks senior Lacy Erickson works against Kyley Katchatag of the Unalak-
leet Wolfpack on Friday night at the Nome-Beltz gym. Erickson, along with senior members of the cheer-
leading squad and Pep Band, were honored in a pre-game ceremony. See story on page 8.
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At a Council work session Mon-
day preceding its regular meeting, is-
sues were raised concerning the
proposed law. The city attorney
could not sit in on the meeting for
question via phone as phone service
was down.

Opponents of all or parts of the
ordinances focused on constitution-
ality and a clause that rules out pro-
duction of edibles, to wit, marijuana
brownies.

What if someone wants to eat a
brownie instead of smoking mari-
juana and risking damage to their
lungs, Councilman Matt Culley
asked. Should that be illegal?

He didn’t care if someone ate
brownies in the privacy of their
homes, Chief John Papasodora said,
but edibles could not be supplied to
children. People had been eating

brownies for eons.

But it is in the law, individuals
protested. Having brownies in the
house when the police come to call
on another issue could mean trouble,
some said during public comment.

The ordinances are placeholders
until the Legislature has passed laws
concerning marijuana usage and
marijuana sales, Papasodora said.
The ordinances brought before the
Council apply only to recreational
use and coincide with the initiative,
Proposition 2, approved by voters in
November.

“The ordinances have nothing to
do with commercial operations.
They apply only to recreational use,”
Papasodora said.

The proposed laws forbid mari-

continued on page 4

Survey sheds light on
sexual violence against

women

By Diana Haecker

A recently released survey con-
ducted in the Nome Census area, in-
cluding the 15 communities in the
Norton Sound and Bering Strait re-
gion, as well as Nome, found that 51
out of 100 women have experienced
intimate partner violence, sexual vi-
olence or both, in their lifetime.

Andre B. Rosay, Ph.D. from the
University of Alaska Anchorage Jus-
tice Center, and Lauree Morton, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Center for
Domestic Violence and Sexual As-
sault presented the survey results on
February 11 to the Regional Well-
ness Forum at the Seaside Center in
Nome.

The survey interviewed 265
women from Nome and the sur-
rounding communities. The results
revealed that 1,463 adult women, or
51 percent, in the Nome Census area

experienced sexual violence, inti-
mate partner violence, or both in
their lifetime. The survey did not in-
clude how often women endured
these kinds of violent attacks. Ac-
cording to the survey, 301 women
experienced violence in the past
year.

The State Council on Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault funded
the study and the University of
Alaska at Anchorage analyzed the
data. In 2010, a statewide survey was
conducted. In subsequent years, the
survey was conducted in other re-
gions, including Dillingham, An-
chorage, Fairbanks, Juneau, Kodiak,
Sitka, Bethel, Ketchikan, Kenai and
the Mat-Su Borough. Last year, for
the first time, the survey focused on
the Nome Census area and the North

continued on page 4

Nome deep-draft port expansion could happen in 2020

By Sandra L. Medearis
Nome residents roasting hotdogs
on the golden sands of gold rush
Nome on Middle Beach could see
larger ships docking at an extended
Port of Nome Causeway within five
years, according to U.S. Army Corps
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of Engineers predictions.

The federal ACOE released a
joint study with the Alaska Depart-
ment of Transportation and Public
Facilities on Feb. 20 that tentatively
selects Port of Nome for deep-water
port expansion.

That announcement caused ex-
citement among City of Nome offi-
cials who have been pushing the port
improvement for years with lobby-
ing, port alteration and improve-
ments.

“We’re stoked,” Joy Baker, port
expansion and development man-
ager, said. “It is absolutely conceiv-
able that if all the pieces fall in right,
we could be looking at a port in
2020.”

The plan calls for the existing
2,700-foot causeway to gain another
2,100 feet and dredging to a depth of

28 feet Mean Lower Low Water.
MLLW?

MLLW is an average of the lower
of two daily low tides in a particular
place.

Currently, the estimated cost of
this federal project is $150 million.
Construction of local service facili-
ties, which include docks, mooring
dolphins, utilities and security gates,
could add up to additional expenses
projected at $61 million.

A cost sheet in the study shows
the federal government paying about
$97 .4 million, The non-federal spon-
sor, a slot City of Nome is interested
in filling, would coordinate rounding
up $113.4 million, or 54 percent.

“We will have to find all sorts of
funding,” Baker said Monday.
“We’re not rolling in millions.”

continued on page 5

Nome Nugget file hoto

PORT OF NOME — A joint Army Corps of Engineers and DOT study
finds the Port of Nome suitable for possible future expansion.
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