
Estimates to complete the con-
struction of the building including
the Beringia Center are $19 million.

The State Legislature appropriated
$16 million. Instead of waiting if a
match can be found, Rasmuson
Foundation board members took the
initiative and OK’d the $1.3 million
to create a momentum that may in-
spire other organizations to chip in
the balance.

To Nomeites, this came as a sur-
prise. It was anticipated that the Ras-
muson Foundation Board would not
make a decision prior to their No-
vember meeting.

Rasmuson Foundation President
and CEO Diane Kaplan told the
Nome Nugget that staff recom-
mended the board take up the issue
in their June meeting and award the
funds. And they did.

This marks the biggest Rasmuson
Foundation grant awarded in the re-
gion.

Kaplan said the grant would at this

juncture in time provide a momen-
tum to help the project forward. Ac-
cording to Kaplan, the Rasmuson
Foundation had been engaged in
talks with the City of Nome and
Kawerak Inc. ever since the idea
came about to integrate the Beringia
Science and Cultural Center into the
Richard Foster building, which will
house the City’s Carrie M. McLain
Memorial Museum and the
Kegoayah Kozga Library. 

“Our thought was that it would
make sense to consolidate the facili-
ties in the Richard Foster Building,”
she said. “We support facilities that
serve the broader community as we
encourage an integrated society.”
Kaplan said that the foundation’s
mission is to function as a catalyst to
promote a better life for Alaskans.

“The word catalyst is key here,”
said Kaplan. She explained that the
foundation besides awarding the

continued on page 6 
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Photo by Scott Kent
EXTRAORDINARY— Crab fisherman Frank MacFarland shows a rare blue-colored red king crab that
he found in his commercial crabbing pots, as Frank Kavairlook Jr. looks on. MacFarland made the crab
delivery on July 4.  According to ADF&G fishery biologists, the blue color is most likely a rare genetic mu-
tation. Biologists also report rare occurrences of white red king crab. See this week’s ADF&G fish report
on page 8.

Photo by Nils Hahn
HERE COMES THE HORDE— Fourth of July festivities in Nome included ferociously competitive foot, bike, stilt and gunny sack races for all ages. See story and more photos inside.  

By Sandra L. Medearis
Rolland Trowbridge cannot be de-

nied a contract to repair the City’s
emergency vehicles because the lo-
cation of his shop may go against
2008 zoning regulations, according
to the city attorney’s opinion. 

Denying him the work based on a
zoning violation via the process of
voting down a bid award resolution
would deny Trowbridge the due
process built into the zoning law.

That was the opinion of Patrick
W. Munson, one of the City’s attor-
neys from Boyd, Chandler and Fal-
coner.

At their June 25 meeting, the

Nome Common Council voted
down a resolution put forth by City
Manager Josie Bahnke, awarding a
repair contract for the City’s emer-
gency vehicles and light duty trucks
to the low bidder TSR, owned by-
Rolland Trowbridge.

The contract came up for ap-
proval at the June 10 meeting, but
was jerked from the Council packet
when another bidder, Matt Johnson
of Nome Machine Works, submitted
a timely bid protest.

Johnson, whose current contract
to do the work expired June 24,

More funding for RFB
secured

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Rasmuson Foundation has

come through with a grant for $1.3
million to help fund the Richard Fos-
ter Building.

The City of Nome has between
$16 million and $17 million for the
building that is currently intended to
house three entities— Carrie M.
McLain Memorial Museum,
Kegoayah Kozga Library and the
Kawerak, Inc. Beringia Center of
Culture and Science. 

Planners have been putting their
heads together to meet a remaining
shortfall of $3 million to bring the
design toward completion. 

The Rasmuson Foundation money
will help to span the gap to get to the
$19 million required for project
plans.

“This $1.3 million will go towards
the Richard Foster Building to make
it a place to accommodate all three
facilities,” John K. Handeland of the
Nome Museum and Library Com-
mission said on Sunday. 

The money would help with ten-
ant accommodations for the Kaw-
erak program like shelving for
exhibits, lights and electrical, walls,
restrooms in the section and the de-
velopment of a shell into a facility,
he said. 

Kawerak as a lease tenant  plans
to pay the City of Nome as a land-
lord, $115,500 per year for 3,300 sq.
ft., which the City needs to offset op-
erating costs for the building.

This means the funding shortfall
has narrowed, with Kawerak ex-

Rasmuson Foundation staff tour regional communities

C
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City attorney issues
opinion on vehicle
contracts
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By Diana Haecker
Just as Rasmuson Foundation

staff and one board member, Cathy
Rasmuson, were touring the region
last week, news reached Nome that
the Rasmuson Board of Directors on
Wednesday voted to award a $1.3
million grant towards Kawerak
Inc.’s proposed Beringia Science
and Cultural Center to be housed in
the Richard Foster building. 

Photo by Diana Haecker
TOURING— Ruby Nassuk of Koyuk gives Cathy Rasmuson, board
member of the Rasmuson Foundation, and Nina Kemppel with the
Alaska Humanities Forum a whirlwind tour of Koyuk, on June 26. 
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