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TERMINATION DUST — Mountain tops surrounding the Grand Central valley show the first snow of the season while the tundra is sporting vibrant fall colors.
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Council renews City Manager Bahnke’s contract

By Sandra L. Medearis

A two-hour meeting of Nome
Common Council covered sales tax,
traffic tickets, pull tab reporting and
renewal of City Manager Josie
Bahnke’s contract.

Stopped and fined for lacking
proof of vehicle insurance or driving
with expired license? Money col-
lected from motorists for these and
other traffic tickets that has been
going to the state would come to
Nome with a change in the Code of
Ordinances, that passed unanimously
to second reading Monday at the
Nome Common Council meeting.
The City has been eligible to receive
the forfeited bail, but needed a
change in City law, now proposed.

The Council introduced an ordi-
nance amending the City’s tax law.
People interested in testifying on tax-
ation of pull-tabs for favorable yield
to charities helped fill the Council
chamber.

Charities support the City chang-
ing the current policy of taxing the
gross pull-tab sales to taxing the
ideal net from pull-tab sales. The
way it is now, the City makes more
money on the little paper games than
the charities do. Take a box of pull-
tabs selling for $5,760. Sales tax to
the City on gross sales comes to
$264.76. The charity pays that sales
tax on the gross sales of $5,760, but
it takes the tax and expenses out of
what is left—the ideal net—after

prizes are subtracted. That’s a differ-
ence of $96.64. City administrators
say a change to ideal net would cost
the City $300,000 annually and pos-
sibly make property tax rise.

Mayor Denise Michels explained
the public process for adopting ordi-
nances.

“We cannot have a discussion on
it, we cannot have a vote on it, until
it goes through the public process.
That process requires five days be-
fore we can take action. At the next
meeting the Council, if it liked, could
amend the ordinance further,” she
said.

The public could give opinions
Monday night for the Council to con-
sider at the next meeting.

State to renovate existing State
Office Building

By Sandra L. Medearis

Folks who wanted a State build-
ing on Front Street are to get their
wish.

When the State of Alaska started
drawing plans for a new state build-
ing at the north end of Steadman
Street, a cry arose from Front Street
businesses that a site away from
Front Street would further devastate
the main drag, already deserted by
businesses closing or moving.

Sitnasuak Native Corp. feared
that it would lose lucrative state of-
fice rent contracts from its Front

Street office building.

Mayor Denise Michels has re-
ceived an e-mail advising her that for
now the State Dept. of Administra-
tion has scrapped the new $40 to $60
million building and announced they
would renovate the Front Street
building. Scrapped along with the
building plans was a plan for Sitna-
suak Native Corp. to finance and
build the new facility.

SNC wanted to build the new fa-
cility on a piece of Front Street prop-
erty that SNC owns across the street
from the Board of Trade Saloon.

Then they would sell it to the City of
Nome immediately after the ribbon-
cutting ceremony.

That plan is dead, based on the
letter from Dept. of Administration
Commissioner Becky Hultberg.

The existing Front Street building
has sustained corrosion and water
damage from its location a few feet
from the seawall separating it from
Norton Sound. The facility of 16,000
sq. ft. houses the local offices of
State Fish and Game, Health and So-
cial Services and Legislative Infor-

continued on page 5

NEST looks at Housing First
models for Nome

By Diana Haecker

The suffering that alcohol abuse
brings to Nome and the region were
raised in last week’s meeting of the
state Alcohol Beverage Control
board in Nome. Five community
members testified to the destructive
force of binge and under-aged drink-
ing, and the need for more treatment
options in Nome. Several Nome or-
ganizations are currently working on
projects to tackle the alcohol prob-
lem from different angles. Norton
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Sound Health Corporation’s Behav-
ioral Health is pursuing a sober
housing project and a Wellness Cen-
ter. Kawerak is working on a three-
year study that focuses on underage
drinking and adult binge drinking.

One consequence of the destruc-
tive force of alcohol abuse is home-
lessness. Nome doesn’t have a
typical homeless shelter, where so-
briety is required. But it has NEST,
short for Nome Emergency Shelter
Team, which offers emergency shel-
ter to adults in need of overnight
shelter in Nome during winter
months. Most guests use the shelter
because of the over-consumption of
alcohol, while a smaller number of
regular guests are also chronically
homeless. NEST director Sue
Steinacher said only about 10 indi-
viduals who visit NEST regularly are
homeless year-round in Nome.

A year ago the Alaska Mental
Health Trust held a Housing Summit
in Nome, to present the community
with different types of supportive
housing programs for people with

physical and mental disabilities, in-
cluding chronic alcoholism, and to
offer examples of solutions that
worked in other parts of the country.

They presented the ‘Housing
First’ model, an approach that offers
permanent housing to chronic ine-
briates, not as a treatment facility,
but a safe housing situation.

During the Housing Summit the
Alaska Mental Health Trust facilita-
tors also urged Nome to create its
own housing coalition to address
Nome’s housing situation and ex-
plore the various housing options
that might be funded in Nome. A
group of concerned locals have met
several times, but have not yet
formed a formal coalition.

The Alaska Mental Health Trust
invited Sue Steinacher to join a
Juneau group traveling to Minnesota
last week for a tour of Housing First
facilities and to listen to presenta-
tions of those who had experienced
the relief that such a facility brings
to a community.

continued on page 5

According to Cussy Kauer, the
City’s financial officer, the 2011
pull-tab tax that flowed into the
City’s coffers—$422,037—figured
on gross sales would have gone
down to $126,611 had the tax been
on adjusted gross sales.

Kauer spent an hour educating the
Council on scenarios and also in-
forming them of slip-slide in reports
as well as failure to submit reports to
the City. Kauer said that sketchy re-
turns could lead one to believe there
had been instances when charities
had not received their due, nor had
the City received tax on proceeds un-
documented on reports.

Her organization was not one of
these, Carole Brown said.

Brown, of Nome C.H.A.R., took
the podium to say that the organiza-
tion had given generously from pull
tab receipts to a list of charities last
year  including:  scholarships,
$25.,000 for athletic travel, $10,000
for Bering Sea Women’s Shelter,
bounce houses for Midnight Sun
Festival, two professional volleyball
nets for school practice, shoes and
uniforms for Tae kwon do youth ac-
tivities, airfare for men and women’s
summer sports teams to go to An-
chorage.

The Council authorized Kauer to
pay for quarterly reports from the
state, as some who have not submit-
ted reports to the city have given re-

continued on page 4

Photo by Janeen Sullivan
VOLLEYBALL SEASON IS HERE — The Nome Lady Nanooks
dominated the Kotzebue Lady Huskies once again last weekend
in the den of the mighty Nanooks. Here, varsity player Dylan
Johnson passes the ball as Rebecca Sherman-Luce looks on. See
story on page 8.




2 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2012

OXrXIXNIOXXN

THE NOME NUGGET

Letters

To the editor,

I like to read The Nome Nugget
and try to get one every Thursday.
Lately I don’t want to buy one.
Why? I am tired of the letters that
Tim Smith writes about NSEDC.
How can a person be so negative
about someone who is helping our
communities?

I guess Tim is so blinded for the
power he wants that he does not see
the good NSEDC does for our com-
munities.

Example: yearly benefits shares
without the benefits shares our vil-
lages wouldn’t be able to purchase

record and stuck on all the negative
things you write about NSEDC, and
they are boring.

My advice to you, start writing
positive things about NSEDC or
things around you that has happened.
Better yet—go to church and hear
the good news about God. That
should soften your heart and your
way of thinking. When we focus on
too much negative—our hearts get
bitter.

I remain,
Bernadette Joe
St. Michael, AK 99659

are on two different ballots. What
happened to them all being on one
ballot? We, the voters, are supposed
to be able to pick who we think we
want to represent us, not have to
choose these people that are on ei-
ther the Republican of Democratic
ballot. By having them on different
ballots, not only are they wasting
paper—creating more trash, but
they are also violating our Freedom
to vote, and your vote does count—
SO vote.

Along with—I thought the peo-
ple we vote into office (like BSNC),
ran for office, so they could benefit

take it lying down!

What Dan Harrelson, Janis
Ivanoff, Kyan Olanna and several
others don’t seem to understand is
that they are not NSEDC. NSEDC
represents the people of Norton
Sound. We are NSEDC. We own
NSEDC. We have given this group

the trust to manage our CDQ money
for the best interest of all residents of
our region. We have a right to voice
our opinions to the governing body,
the Board of Directors of NSEDC.
It’s very sad that Dan, Janis, Kyan

continued on page 14
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fuel for our city buildings, offering
jobs to our young people to work at
their fish plants. Giving scholarships
to our young men and women to get
higher education. These are just a
few to mention; that I’ve seen
NSEDC does that Tim should see,
instead of the negative things he
writes about.

Tim you are a broken record. Re-
member the 45 and 33 ' records?
When they are scratched they repeat
over and over until someone fixes
them? You, Tim, are a scratched

Hello out there,

T hope your fall is going well. Al-
though we are tired of rain, the water
sustains everything, so we should be
thankful for the water we’re getting.

Once again it’s voting time again,
so I get a little upset about some of
the things it entails. Like—I wanted
to vote for Don Young and Donny
Olson, couldn’t do that because they

Letters to the editor must be signed and
include an address and phone number.
Thank yous and political endorsements

are considered ads.

Editorial

Thankful for No Trees

Nome has survived many powerful storms and thankfully we are

prepared to withstand whatever Mother Nature throws our way. We
have endured some mighty powerful winds, yet we are so lucky we
don’t have to deal with uprooted trees, broken limbs, branches hitting
houses and downing power lines.

The city of Anchorage got hit this past week with a storm of historic
proportions. Thousands of trees were knocked down, causing count-
less power outages that took several days to repair. Warnings were is-
sued but fell on inattentive ears. Many were caught unprepared.
Nomeites can be proud of the fact that we listen to weather warnings
and most of us have flashlights and an emergency plan.

Thankfully Nome also has an effective planning group, the Local
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) that sets up a command cen-
ter that is prepared to see us through the emergency situation. We
are fortunate to have such a dedicated and talented group of
Nomeites. We are also lucky that we live on tundra with no big trees.
— N.L.M.—

lllegitimus non carborundum
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the corporation/shareholders in
some way, not for the money.

Yet, have you seen how much
money they pay themselves/each
other? I thought the extra monies
were supposed to be for the divi-
dends the shareholders are supposed
to get, or scholarships, or even
buildings that would eventually give
the shareholders a pay out, not to
line one or two people’s pockets. If
I was those people I'd be ashamed
to show my face, to have people see
how greedy I actually am. I know
if I was in office I’d only let them
give me the pay I think I contributed
to that to that company and use the
left over on something worth while.

Remember, the kids need their
beauty sleep, so make sure they go
to bed earlier. Tell them once they
pass a Standard it should be easy to
pass it again, and they can go on to
something else.

Take care you all. Winter’s com-
ing, so please dress appropriately.

As always,

Karen Nanouk

P.O. Box 282
Unalakleet, AK 99684

Dear Nancy,

I’ve learned to take letters from
Dan Harrelson over the years with a
grain of salt. I am implicated in all
the accusations he writes about
through my role as the
Secretary/Treasurer of the Nome
Fishermen’s Association. He is call-
ing me a crook and I’m not going to

Photo Courtesy of Bill Shea

BASKETBALL ANNO 1907/08 — The Nome boy’s basketball team won
glory for the school by defeating every team in the city, losing only one
game against the Arctic Brotherhood, and won the Shaw-Brewster tro-
phy for the championship of Alaska. The boys were popularly known as
“the tall kids” as they averaged six feet in height. Twenty boys tried for
the team but the successful players were Crit Tolman, captain; Jess
White, forward; Chet Tolman, forward; Claude Shea, guard; and
Charles Thompson, guard. They wore white v-neck jerseys, red pants
and red socks as their uniforms. Branson Telley and Harry Bloomfield
were substitutes, and Alex Smith the “trainer”. Benny White’s position
is unknown.

Nome Norton Sound Tide Predictions (High & Low Waters)

High
Date Day Time Tide
9/13 Th 5:13 am. +1.1
9/14 Fr 5:26 am. +1.1
9/15 Sa 5:36 am. +1.2
9/16 Su 5:54 am. +1.2
9/17 Mo 6:19 am. +1.3
9/18 Tu 6:48 am. +1.4
9/19 We 7:22 am. +1.4

Daily variations in sea level due to local meteorological conditions cannot be predicted and may significantly effect
the observed tides in this area. All times are listed in Local Standard Time. All heights are in feet referenced to

High Low Low
Time Tide Time Tide Time Tide
3:00 pm. +1.2 9:02 am. +0.9 10:05 p.m. +0.2
3:49 pom. +1.2 9:53 a.m. +0.9 10:40 p.m. +0.1
4:37 pm. +1.2 10:41 am. +0.8 11:15 p.m. +0.1
5:28 p.m. +1.3 11:27 am. +0.7 11:52 p.m. +0.1
6:22 pm. +1.3 12:13 p.m. +0.5
7:17 pm. +1.4 12:31 a.m. +0.2 1:00 p.m. +0.3
8:15 p.m. +1.4 1:13 am. +0.3 1:51 p.m. +0.2

Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW).

Weather Statistics

Sunrise 09/13/12 08:17 a.m.
09/20/12 08:41 a.m.
Sunset 09/13/12 09:36 p.m.
09/20/12 09:07 p.m.

High Temp +50° 09/05/12 National Weather
Low Temp +31° 09/10/12 Service
Peak Wind 24 mph, W, 09/06/12 Nome, Alaska
Precip. to Date 16.01” (907) 443-2321
Normal 11.36”

1-800-472-0391
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A Look at the Past: The 1900 Nome Gold Rush

By Laura Samuelson, Director,
Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum

The Carrie M. McLain Memorial
Museum continues the look back at the
1900 Nome Gold Rush with more per-
spective from Wilfred A. McDaniel Sr.
We present excerpts from “Alaska Beck-
ons” written by Wilfred, now Sr., in
1943. His love of Nome is quite evident
in that his experiences in this exquisite
land are still fresh in his mind forty-
three years later. There was no Na-
tional Weather Service back then, no
satellite imagery to warn of an impend-
ing storm. Storms just “happened”
with no advance notice, particularly if
they sprung up in the dark of night. Let’s
let Wilfred Jr. explain.

Alaska beckons
By Wilfred A. McDaniel Sr.

During the last week in August 1900,
after a particularly cold night, we were
surprised to find the ground frozen hard
and the hills white with the first snow of
approaching winter! The cold snap con-
tinued for a few days, some snow falling
on the beach and tundra.

September came with warmer
weather and the usual rains. At the end
of the first week rough sea and strong
south-east winds again arose, hamper-
ing our work and causing loss of valu-
able time. Profiting by past experience
we took more precautions for the
safety of sluice-boxes and equipment,
moving them out of reach of the rising
sea. Taking down and re-setting the
heavy sluices, the riffles filled with
black and ruby sand, caused an addi-
tional amount of hard labor.

Weather conditions at this season
were most trying and discouraging to
the beach miner. The elements seemed
to combine with the inhospitable land
to render his efforts fruitless. When
tumbling breakers and wave-swept
beach failed in their efforts, and he still
persisted, strong off-shore gales, com-
bined with extremely low tides came to
frustrate his plans. The water would
recede far beyond its usual level, ex-
posing the shallow sea bottom for hun-
dreds of feet, sand bars would be
uncovered, and pumps would be left
high and dry, barring further mining
until the sea resumed its normal level.

At dawn, on September 9th, 1900, a
hard wind from off the sea sprang up,
but caused no unusual concern other
than the ordinary precautions taken in
similar gales. Events during the fol-
lowing twenty-four hours proved how
little we know regarding behavior of

wind and sea in a new country, almost
unknown to the majority of its 15,000
inhabitants, scarcely a year before.

Close to the rise of the low lying
tundra a flat bench had been formed by
debris from the sea. Driftwood from
the Yukon, brought down during the
spring freshets and drifting about in the
sea had, for centuries, accumulated on
the shore, and through action of surf
and ice had been pushed far back on the
beach. Deposits of sand and earth had
buried much of it thus forming a low
shelf or bench. It was here that most of
the camps were made, being higher
ground and seemingly safe from the
sea, it afforded the only available camp
sites, for the flat, moss-covered tundra
beyond was a mass of soggy vegeta-
tion, spongy and water filled from the
rains and melted snow. It was on this
bench that our tent stood, apparently
safe upon its dry and level surface.

As the morning passed the velocity
of the wind increased steadily, while
huge waves, driven landward under its
force, washed high up on the beach.
Fearing a repetition of previous dam-
age, we worked hastily, stacking
sluice-boxes high up on the beach and
removing oil barrels and other equip-

ment to a place of safety. The long line
of suction pipe was detached from the
pump and dragged up on the beach, un-
jointed and placed on higher ground.
Engine and pump could not be moved;
so all parts liable to damage were re-
moved for safe keeping.

When evening came the storm had
reached hurricane proportions, the sea
had already reached the engine and
pump, foundations were undermined
and the heavy machinery was settling
and careening as the water swept
around it. The large tent covering the
engine for protection against rain, was
hurriedly taken down to prevent its
being destroyed. Nothing more could
be done, but to hope that pump and en-
gine would escape damage from float-
ing stumps and logs being tossed about
in the breakers.

The sight of the two large freight
lighters pitching crazily in the breakers,
grounding momentarily, then carried
seaward as the heavy seas surged back,
gave us the first intimation that this was
no ordinary gale! The surf was filled
with debris; crate, boxes and quantities
of lumber were thrown up on the beach,
indicating that serious damage was re-
sulting to the shipping at Nome.
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Photo by Wilfred McDaniel/Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum Archives

IT USED TO PROSPER - Ed McDaniel scavenging the wreck of the Pros-
per of San Francisco, near Nome during the big storm of September 1900.

Breakfast menu items,

but not limited to:

™ sEnglish Muffins
B «Cinnamon Rolls
*Hashbowns

Breakfast is served 8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
weekdays & weekends

Located on east Front
Street across from
National Guard Armory

Take Out
Orders

443-8100

Monday - Saturday: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. / Sunday: 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Subway Daily Specials

Monday — Turkey/Ham

Tuesday — Meatball

Thursday — B.M.T.
Friday — Tuna

Sunday — Roasted
Chicken Breast

Wednesday — Turkey Saturday — Roast Beef Six-Inch Meal Deal $6.%

He's a force of nature. M
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Gotpo Coast CINEMA

443-8200
Starting Friday, September 14

The 0dd Life of Timothy Green

PG 7:00 p.m.

The Possession
PG-13 9:30 p.m.

Saturday & sunday matinee
The 0dd Life of Timothy Green
130 p.m. & 7:00 p.m.

The Possession
400 p.m. & 930 p.m.

BASED ON A TRUE STORY

Listen to ICY 100.3 FM, Coffee Crew, 7 - 9 a.m., and find
out how you can win free movie tickets!

Night came on with no change in
the weather. Driving rain accompanied
the gale, beating through the canvas
rent, covering bedding and provisions
with spray. Under pressure from the
wind, the tent gave every indication of
leaving us shelterless, but was finally
anchored securely with extra ropes and
heavy logs placed across the tent ropes,
preventing the stakes from pulling out.
Weary from all of the exertion, the
damp bedding and the roar of the storm
did not disturb us for long and sleep
soon obliterated the noise of wind and
sea.

In the early morning hours, shortly
after midnight, we were aroused by the
slap of water against the end of the tent
and the lapping of the back-wash as the
water returned! Jumping into our
clothes, we dashed out to find the sea
piling high on the beach and threaten-

ing our tent and all our possessions be-
fore it! Moving was almost impossi-
ble, but by barricading the end of the
tent which faced the sea, with logs and
piling sand and gravel on all sides, we
prevented it from washing away. Sav-
ing the sluice-boxes next took our at-
tention, the sea had already reached
them and two were already afloat in
the breakers. Several barrels of fuel oil
were floating away, but fortunately
they were rolled back and we secured
them. The sluice-boxes were later
found far up the coast, and broken be-
yond repair. The remaining boxes
were rescued and piled high on the tun-
dra with what remained of our outfit.
Engine and pump were taking a terrific
beating from the surf, being com-
pletely submerged at times.

Continued in the next edition of The
Nome Nugget.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

*Open Gym

*Crafts & Library Activities Library

*Nome Food Bank
*Kripalu Yoga
*Thrift Shop
*Celebrate Smoke-Free Workplaces

*Pick-up Basketball

*Bathing and Diapering
*Adult Pool Time

*Open Swim

*Infertility: The New Solution
*Family Swim

*Lap Swim

Pool
Pool

Pool
Pool

*Pick-up Basketball

*Lap Swim

*Kindergym

*Open Gym

*Birth Control: Myths and Methods
*Choices in Childbirth

*Vinyasa Yoga

*Tae Kwon Do

*AA Meeting

Pool

*Open Gym

*Stages of Labor
*Knowing The Unborn
*Strength Train
*Kripalu Yoga

*Nome Food Bank
*Lap Swim

*NPC Reg Mtg
*NJUS Reg Mtg
*Open Swim
*Drop-in Soccer(15+)

Pool

Pool

*Pickup bball

FOR FAST,

Thursday, September 13

Nome Rec Center

*Aids and Woman Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*PHN Class Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.
*Strength Training Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Bering & Seppala
Nome Rec Center
Methodist Church

Old St. Joesph’s Hall 7:00 p.m.

Friday, September 14

Nome Rec Center

*Lap Swim Pool 6:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Drop-in Soccer (15+) Nome Rec Center 8:00 a.m. - 10 p.m.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 8:00 p.m.
*CAMP Class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

*Sounds & Silence Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Vinyasa Yoga Nome Rec Center 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church (rear) 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, September 15

*Things My Mother Didn’t Tell Me Prematernal Home
*7 Steps to Reduce the Risks of SIDS Prematernal Home

Sunday, September 16

Prematernal Home

Prematernal Home

Monday, September 17

Nome Rec Center

Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Prematernal Home
Prematernal Home
Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Lutheran Church (rear) 8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, September 18

Nome Rec Center
Prematernal Home
Prematernal Home
Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Bering & Seppala

Council Chambers
Council Chambers

Nome Rec Center

Wednesday, September

Nome Rec Center

*Lap Swim Pool 6:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Kinder, Nome Rec Center 10:00 a.m. - noon
*Preschool Story Hour Library 10:30 a.m.

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center noon - 10:00 p.m.
*Labor and Delivery for Teens Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

*Smoking A Time to Quit Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Vinyasa Yoga Nome Rec Center 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
*Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
*Family Swim Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum: 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (Tu-Sa)
Additional hours available by appointment. Call 907-443-6630
Kegoayah Kozga Library: noon - 8 p.m. (M-Th) * noon - 6 p.m. (F-Sa)
Nome Visitors Center: 9 am. - 5 p.m. (M-F)

XYZ Center: 8 am. - 4 p.m. (M-F)

5:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

5:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.

1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

5:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.
6:00 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - noon
noon - 8:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m.

5:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
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5:30 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.
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continued from page 1

quired reports to the state.

The state has a big stick to en-
courage timely reporting: delinquent
pull-tab permittees cannot buy tabs.

Amendments to the City’s sales
tax ordinance voted into second read-
ing would give exemptions for sales
made to or by construction contrac-
tors on state-funded construction
projects, and takes away general ex-
emptions on gross receipts derived
from retail sales and rentals to non-
profit religious, charitable, cemetery,
hospital or education entities unless
the buyer has reasonable identifica-
tion and a certificate of exemption.

Additionally the amended version
of Chapter 17 removes a general ex-
emption on gross receipts derived
from direct sales and rentals to or-
ganizations wholly comprising per-
sons with ninety or more days of
active service in the nation’s armed
services with other than dishonorable
discharges or the property of auxil-
iary organizations.

Except for the above classes, one
applying for an exemption must file
application paperwork by Jan. 1 of
the calendar year—formerly Feb. 1
of the assessment year—for each cal-
endar year for which an exemption is
sought.

Should the person wanting an ex-
emption have the deadline waived,
and then be approved for exemption,
tax already paid would be refunded.

Further, no person could lawfully
engage in retail sales as a seller with-
out an annual sales tax license or, ad-
ditionally in the new sales tax
measure, a transient merchant license
or an annual motorbus, chauffeur’s
or taxicab license. Under the amend-
ments, the fee for the first application
would go up to $25 from the current
$15.

A proposed provision of the
amended tax ordinance would re-
ward businesses with average sales
of less than $5,000 per month to file
quarterly returns to the City provided
they are current with payment and
filings, but that privilege could be re-
voked by the assessor, the City Clerk
or designee, upon failure to file and
pay on time.

The ordinance adds new sections
regarding filing amended returns, re-
stricting use of sales tax return infor-
mation and allocating partial tax
payments.

Information required to be filed
by the City would remain confiden-
tial and available for inspection only
by employees and agents of the City
to do their jobs, the person supplying
the information, and persons author-
ized in writing by the person supply-
ing the information.

The City would disclose the name
and address of a person holding a
current City sales tax license and
whether a sales tax licensee is more
than 30 days delinquent in filing and
the number of returns not filed.

If adopted, the ordinance would
limit penalty on overdue tax to 15
percent, but the interest on unpaid
tax would go up to $15 percent Cur-

rently, the overdue return generates a
penalty of 10 percent per month.
Under the revision, $50 would be the
penalty for late filing if no tax were
owed.

Several took the podium to note
that the ordinance did not revise the
pull-tab tax.

“The issue is unfair taxation,” Tim
Smith said. “Pull tabs are taxed dif-
ferently than other things in Nome.”

Go down to Bonanza to buy $15
worth of fuel, give them $100 and
you get $85 back The distributor gets
$15.

Go to a bar to buy pull-tabs, from
a vendor, I get $85 worth of prizes,
and vendor gets $15. On the 20th of
the month, Bonanza sends in sales
tax. They have gross sales of 15 dol-
lars. They pay 75-cent sales tax.
When the pull-tab permittee sends in
sales tax on 20th, they’ve got sales of
$100. They pay $5. Each person
earns the same money; one pays $5
to the City the other pays 75 cents to
the city. It’s unfair taxation.

“What we’re asking is a more fair
tax rate,” Smith said. “My hope for
this meeting was that we could
amend the sales tax ordinance,” and
add back a change in the method of
taxing pull-tabs.

“You take $200,000 out, you have
to cut something out,” Andersen
commented. Smith said he had a pro-
posal —for another discussion—to
increase the tax base.

Mitch Erickson had another idea.

“Right now raffles and other
games of chance are exempt from
sales tax. Pull-tabs are not. You could
level the playing field,” Erickson
said.

“That group (raffle operators) is
lot larger than your group,” Andersen
said.

“So, the wheels need to be
greased a little bit harder, is that what
you’re saying?” Erickson asked An-
dersen.

“Unlike other taxable sales in
town, this one is the only one where
you are mandated by the state to give
prizes. You are mandated to give
some of your profits away,” Mark
Johnson observed.

“If you need more money for the
city, I think you should start taxing
all these junk cars around the city,
like on Sixth Avenue. It’s a big eye-
sore. It’s a pile of junk there,” Erna
Rasmussen said. “If you put a tax
there, people would do something.”

In other business:

The council approved of a bid by
PLS Construction, Jared Miller, sole
owner, for a base amount of $91,000
squeaked by with Mayor Denise
Michels breaking a tie vote. City
Manager Josie Bahnke asked that the
Council amend the resolution to re-
flect the additive alternative for
$13,000 to make job total of
$104,000 to provide sealant and joint
interface between the siding and the
trim on the bell tower.

“Does that include paint, it does-
n’t say,” said Andersen. He quizzed
Bahnke on requirements included in
the bid specifications.

“Staff put together a concrete list
of specifications by the Council’s re-
quest. We received one responsive
bid,” she said. “If the Council does-
n’t want to recommend the resolu-
tion, that’s fine. I was recommending
this resolution be approved. Thank
you.”

“I see nothing about the windows.
That’s going to require another cost
to this bid,” Andersen said. “The ar-
chitect recommended the storm win-
dows be repaired. It’s going to take a
lot of work, so I see that as an extra
cost down the road.”

Andersen questioned bidder qual-
ifications and quality assurance in
bid document itself.

“To me, if he has never done that
work before, for $100,000 of tax
payers money you would want to
make sure he had done it all,” An-
dersen said.

“To me, $100,000 just to paint the
outside of that building is too much.
If we sleep on it this winter we could
probably find a cheaper way.”

“Is there a reason—it is too late
to paint this year—it couldn’t wait
until this spring,” Councilwoman
Mary Knodel suggested, asking to

see if there are more bids out there.

The Council voted on the question
without the amendment for $13,000
for steeple work. The vote: Ander-
sen, Knodel and Josie Stiles, no;
Louis Green Sr., Randy Pomeranz
and Jerald Brown, yes. Michels
broke the tie with a yes vote.

* Council unanimously voted to
renew Bahnke’s contract for one year
at a salary of $110,000.

* Passed a resolution of support
for Pres. Barack Obama to effect the
ratification of the UN Convention of
The Law of The Sea. Without the rat-
ification, the United States cannot
take part in discussions to amend
provisions of UNCLOS that relate to
mineral resources in the Arctic
ocean, essential scientific research,
environmental protection, national
security and other issues.

¢ John Handeland thanked Nome
Police Chief John Papasadora for
getting the musk ox away from town.
“Sunday morning I saw them closer
to town than I’ve ever seen them be-
fore [above Dry Creek on west side
near the Ingeborg Handeland and
Ron Engstrom homes],” Handeland
told the Council. He also thanked bi-

ologist Tony Gorn for explaining the
ways of musk ox and the steps that
state Dept. of Fish and Game had
taken. The Council voiced an inten-
tion to ask Tony Gorn to visit schools
to explain the dangers of musk ox.
Over the weekend, children were ob-
served throwing rocks at the animals
near town. “I’m concerned, we’ve
had animals injured by musk ox. It is
only a matter of time before it is a
human. At a minimum we need to get
word out to parents and the public. A
child with a rock is not as effective
as law enforcement and biologists
with training,” Handeland said.

» Set compensation for election
judges and chair at $10 an hour and
$9.50 for clerks for the election
board for the Oct. 2 municipal elec-
tion. The Council appointed Donna
Morgan as chair and Eleanor Oakes
as Judge, with Francis Alvanna as in-
spector and clerks Evelyn Omiak,
Shirley Tisdale and Lilly Rose.

* Mayor Michels appointed Doug
Johnson to the Nome Port Commis-
sion to fill the seat left vacant by
Cam Kristenson who moved to the

continued on page 5
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BOOK NOW FOR THE LAST
NOME BARGE OF THE SEASON!
Seattle deadline: September 4
Seattle departure: September 7
Anchorage deadline: September 13

For information and booking, call toll free

1.800.426.3113

Northland Services

TRARANSPORTATION

Customer Service: 206.763.3000

Fax: 206.264.4930

www.northlandservices.com

Anchorage Terminal:
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Anchorage, AK 99501
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NOME OUTFITTERS

YOUR complete hunting & fishing store
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1-800-680-(6663)NOME Spa, Nails & Tanning
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and mining supplies! Call for order list.

*Fall Ammo order is in stock now!
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e Housing First

continued from page 1

Steinacher visited a Housing First
project called ‘San Marco’ in Duluth,
MN and a tribally-run project in
Minneapolis named ‘Anishinabe
Wakiagun.” Residents at both proj-
ects are allowed to smoke and drink
in their own room, but drinking and
smoking is forbidden in the common
areas and visitors may only be re-
ceived in the common spaces. Meals
are served cafeteria style and there
are no cooking facilities in the
rooms.

“The premise is that one cannot
begin to take even the most basic
steps towards improving their per-
sonal circumstances while living on
the street, and that homelessness
only reinforces alcohol addiction,”
Steinacher explains. She argues that
while some Housing First residents
do eventually quit drinking, most

don’t, and they tend to drink less and
shift from hard alcohol to beer. More
importantly, their drinking is done in
a safe environment, they tend to
move off the streets, and the need for
police intervention and ER visits
drops dramatically. “You can’t force
people to quit drinking but you can
reduce the harm it does to the indi-
vidual and the community,”
Steinacher said.

Steinacher reported that the police
in Minnesota had only praise for the
Housing First projects. Although
they were skeptics at first — after all,
the project houses several chronic
inebriates in one building and allows
them to drink in their rooms — the
police noticed that they don’t get
more calls to the Housing First proj-
ect than to any other building with
the same number of occupants.
“More importantly, they no longer

find themselves having to deal with
the group of people they used to have
to deal with on a daily basis, and
have more time for the rest of their
policing duties,” said Steinacher.

After her trip, Steinacher said that
she feels that the Housing First ap-
proach would help address some of
Nome’s most obvious problems with
public drunkenness, and the cost to
the police department, Anvil Moun-
tain Correctional Center, the court
system and the hospital ER, not to
mention simply being humane.
“Think of it as the smart way to do
the right thing,” she said.

Critics may argue that such a con-
cept enables bad habits that the pub-
lic ends up paying for.

“I was one of those people who
initially was concerned that the
NEST shelter would enable people to
drink,” admits Steinacher. “But then

Photo by Nils Hahn

RENOVATION — The State’s Dept. of Administration decided to spend money renovating the old State build-
ing on Front Street rather than constructing a new office building to house State offices in Nome.

e State building

continued from page 1

mation Office.
In spending year 2008, State
Dept. of Transportation and Public

Facilities received an appropriation
of $1.9 million for design of a
37,000 sq. ft. building to house state
offices and the court system at a cost
of $40 million to $60 million.

Photo by Sandra L. Medearis
SHE SOLEMLY SWEARS —Cary Barajas, new police office hire, re-
peats the oath of office administered by City Clerk Tom Moran at Nome
Common Council meeting Sept. 10.

e Council

continued from page 4

Seattle area. Johnson in his applica-
tion said, “I am interested in the safe
and successful operation of the Port
of Nome. I have been in charge of
the fuel transfer for Nome Joint Util-
ity System for the past 10 years.”
Robert Hafner, a gold dredge opera-
tor who is current president of the
Nome Chamber of Commerce and
coach for youth hockey and softball,
also applied for the seat.

* Council entertained an ex-
change between City staff and miner
Mike Benchoff. Benchoff has satis-
fied two of three requirements to
continue to use Port of Nome. He
still needs to get liability insurance
for his tugboat dredge Rustler per
the port tariff law. Benchoff received
notice that he must produce a cer-
tificate of insurance by Sept. 15 or

face a $500 per day fine. Benchoff
said he could not obtain insurance
unless he lied to say his dredge was
a pleasure craft, that insurance com-
panies did not have a category for
suction dredges. Harbormaster Joy
Baker handed Benchoff copies of in-
surance certificates showing other
dredges had been insured. She ex-
pressed reluctance at giving out pri-
vate information, but said that the
certificates were subject to public
record laws. All vessels need to be
out of the inner harbor by Oct. 31,
according to Baker who quoted the
Port of Nome tariff Tuesday morn-
ing.

¢ Finally, City Manager Tom
Moran issued the oath of office to
new Nome Police Dept. Officer
Cary Barajas and Joseph Grubb,
community service officer.

The State Dept. of Administration
received another $5 million to ana-
lyze needs, design and construction
costs. “These studies and analysis by
DOA have determined it is in the
best interest of the State and the most
fiscally responsible option to pre-
serve the existing Nome State Office
Building through a major renova-
tion,” said Hultberg.

With existing funds and an addi-
tional $5 million, renovations would
extend the existing building life by
30 years, Hultberg said.

Modifications would relocate the
mechanical system from the crawl
space to the roof to avoid damage
from flooding, augmenting the sea-
wall outside for added protection
from water and replacement of the
exterior wall assembly and restoring
steel members’ capacity.

you realize that not only are you sav-
ing lives and instilling dignity, but
you’re also reducing the stress and
worry families experience when their
loved ones are drinking,” Steinacher
argues.

In Nome, NEST has done its share
of harm reduction to the individuals
who are too drunk to care for their
own well-being, as well as to the
community. “NEST lessened the
pressure on the police and eased the
burden at the Emergency Room,”
Steinacher said. According to statis-
tics from last winter — when NEST
was open every night from Novem-
ber 15 through April 30 — the Nome
Police Department saw a 33 percent
drop in calls relating to a “drunk
down” and saw a 32 percent drop in
the number of people picked up on a
protective, 12-hour custody hold.
Statistics gleaned from hospital
records reveal that there were 164 al-
cohol-related ER visits in 2010, and
that those dropped to 122 visits in
2011.

A Housing First approach would
go several steps further than NEST
by offering not just overnight shelter
space but permanent housing, a
chance to stay safe and the prospect
of finding help to overcome alcohol
addiction, if the person is so inclined.

It would also reduce the number of
people sleeping and eating at the
shelter nightly. Last winter the shel-
ter housed 142 different people, but
ten individuals filled most of the
beds on most nights.

In order to get a Housing First
project off the ground in Nome, it
would be helpful to have a Nome
housing coalition in place to sit at the
table along with other key players.
Other Alaska communities with the
same problem have already created
housing coalitions.

A Juneau Housing Coalition
member joined with the Juneau city
manager, a police department repre-
sentative, Regional Housing Author-
ity vice-president and Juneau Mental
Health administrators on the trip to
Minnesota, and is now beginning the
process of planning for a Juneau
Housing First project. Anchorage al-
ready implemented a Housing First
project with the Karluk Manor. And
Fairbanks’ Tanana Chiefs have a
Housing First project almost ready to
open.

For Nome, it would take more
than NEST to plan, fund and manage
a Housing First project. A formalized
housing coalition, Steinacher argues,
would be a key player in bringing a
Housing First project to Nome.

3 DAYS

TO CLOSING OF THE
Arctic T mdi’ng ‘Post

September 15, 2012

a

RAVE'N CUTS
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Monday-Friday: 5 p.m. - 8.30 p.m.
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Phone: 443-8000

Stay tuned for Katie O'Conner to start in October
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After 37 years, Arctic Trading Post closes its doors

Nome Covenant Church acquires Madden house and Arctic Trading post to expand church

By Diana Haecker

On September 15 an era comes to
an end, when the Arctic Trading Post
is going to open its door for the last
time to shoppers to buy gifts, artwork
or to get the morning coffee or latte
fix.

The daily ritual to climb up the
stairs of the Arctic Trading Post, get
a coffee and talk story of what’s
going on in Nome will come to an
end. It’s something that won’t be eas-
ily replaced.

The Arctic Trading Post property
has sold to the Nome Covenant
Church and come October 1, the
building will be turned over to its
new owners. The church envisioned
to remodel the building and to trans-
form it into a youth center.

The Knodel family, Mary and
Howard with sons Chris and Pat,
owned the gift shop since Sept. 5,
1975. Although it’s been mostly
Mary, who greeted customers every
day behind the glass counter filled
with jade letter openers, gold nugget
jewelry and ivory carvings, she’s
quick to point out that the store is a
family business. “People only see me
behind the counter, but it’s not just
me. It’s been Howard and the kids,
they all helped me so much,” Knodel
said.

Memories

The Knodels arrived in Nome in
1970 when Howard Knodel was
hired as a vocational education
teacher to teach home building at the
Nome school. Mary remembers the
day they arrived in Nome, she in a
dress, Howard in suit and tie, and the
school’s principal picked them up,
dressed in muddy hip boots because
it was just one of those muddy rainy
days that Nome is known to have.
“There was no housing, we had to
share an apartment with two other
couples for a few months,” remem-
bered Mary Knodel. While Howard
Knodel taught carpentry, Mary went
to work as secretary to the principal
and then later as the secretary to the
superintendent. After a few years,
Dennis Corrington, then-owner of
the Arctic Trading Post, offered
Mary the job to manage the shop

with the idea that the Knodels would
buy it eventually. In 1975 the deal
was made. Knodel remembered that
the Trading Post consisted of two
yak huts (buildings used by the Army
as prisons), three Quonset huts and a
state road camp all pushed together
as one unit. In 1980, the Knodels
build the existing blue building with
the store downstairs and the living
area upstairs. This, Mary said, en-
abled her to work and raise her two
sons herself, instead of working
away from home and having some-
body else watch over her kids.

The Trading Post saw the fat years
of the 1980s when 24,000 tourists
came through town in the 100 days
of summer. Knodel remembered that
part of the Trading Post was a mu-
seum to showcase the Eskimo cul-
ture of the Bering Strait region with
different artifacts from tool-making
exhibits to fine art carvings. When
the tourism boon died down, Knodel
added merchandise and services to
cater to the locals: books, picture
framing and the flower business.

For a while, she also worked with
Sears and took orders for Nomeites
who came to peruse the Sears cata-
logs at the Trading Post. That part of
the business came to an end when
Sears got out of the catalog business.

Only later, about ten years ago,
did the Arctic Trading Post start of-
fering espresso, latte and fancy cof-
fee drinks. This drew a steady stream
of regulars every morning to the
shop, and while there, meet with
other Nomeites and talk story. It had
the added bonus —for the customer at
least — that Mary Knodel also hap-
pens to be a Nome Common Council
member and for the past 12 years,
she heard every day from con-
stituents how the city should do this,
that or the other.

Having spent most of her life at
the Arctic Trading Post, raising her
family and having built a successful
business there, Knodel said — not
without melancholy, “We had a great
life here.”

She reminisced about those spe-
cial times when year after year the
same people come back to Nome and
reunite. This happens during the Idi-

Photo by Diana Haecker
FUTURE YOUTH CENTER — The Nome Covenant Church plans to
turn the Arctic Trading Post into a youth center.
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tarod when returning fans come back
to Nome and to the Arctic Trading
Post. Or when returning miners from
the GPAA camp came back year after
year and trade news with Mary at the
Trading Post. “It’s always been like
family reunions without the bag-
gage,” joked Mary.

Knodel said the store touched so
many people’s lives, when she thinks
of all the kids who had their summer
jobs working in the store, all the
artists who came with their exquisite
carvings to sell to the Arctic Trading
Post, all the Nome painting artists
who exhibited and sold their artwork
at the store.

Was there an all time best seller
that was sold at the Arctic Trading
Post? Mary Knodel chuckled and
said, yes. “I sold probably hundreds
of thousands of these plastic paper
weights with real gold flakes embed-
ded on top,” Knodel said. “Those
things just flew off the counter.”
When the lady who manufactured
these paperweights in California
died, the item was phased out of the
Trading Post’s inventory.

The decision to sell the Arctic
Trading Post had been made a few
years ago, but a sale was never final-
ized until the Nome Covenant
Church bought the property this year
including the store and the living

area. The shop behind the store
building, located on First Avenue,
belongs to Knodel’s son Pat and re-
mains in his possession.

Covenant Church expands

The Covenant Church plans to
start a faith-based youth center in the
Arctic Tra