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THE GATHERING— Hundreds of sandhill cranes flocked to the tundra off the Beam Road last week to get ready for their great trip south. 

TAKE THAT!—Nome Community Center clean-air advocates stomp out Ciggy-Butt at celebration of
Smoke-Free Nome on Sept. 20 when an ordinance against second hand smoke took effect. (l to r) Danielle
Sylvester (coordinator K-12 Tobacco Program), Brandolyn, Celina, Becky, Savannah. Ciggy Butt in real
life is Louise Walcott.

Coast Guard concerned over shipping traffic, oil and gas exploration

No firm decision
made on fluoride

perintendent Rob Picou challenged
the joint boards of NSHC and Kaw-
erak to do what they can to help min-
imize the student drop out rate, to
maximize attendance and to help
BSSD to come up with a strategy on
how to keep kids in school. 

Picou showed the picture of one
student who was an excellent learner.
Gifted at finding solutions. Loved to
learn. But hated to go to school.
These are the kids we’re losing,
Picou said. 

Picou presented discouraging sta-
tistics, prefaced by the sentence “the
brutal facts without losing hope.”
Here are the facts: The Bering Strait
school district’s 2011 graduation rate
was 52 percent. 

At the high school qualifying
exam, only 54 percent of the students
were proficient in reading, 61 percent
in writing and 64 percent in math. 

In terms of attendances, only the
schools at White Mountain, Golovin

and Unalakleet exceed the attendance
goal set for 92 percent. All other
schools are below, with Savoonga,
Gambell and Wales trailing the pack
at an attendance rate of 81.9 percent
and below. 

Picou identified that one of the
keys to success would be early child-
hood education. “If a child is not
reading or writing at grade level by
third grade, it puts them further and
further behind and makes it harder to
catch up,” Picou said. “We need the
voice of this body to tell Alaska state
legislators to fund early childhood
education.”

He said what is needed is nothing
short of a completely restructured
high school system, a commitment to
early childhood literacy and a fo-
cused, courageous leadership.

Picou said that the federal No
Child Left Behind Act has not been
kind to rural Alaska. It eliminated

Joint Kawerak and NSHC boards
tackle regional challenges
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By Diana Haecker
A two-day marathon of presenta-

tions held before the joint Kawerak
Inc. and Norton Sound Health Cor-
poration’s boards of directors ran
the gamut of topics covering educa-
tion, public safety, Coast Guard is-
sues, jobs, housing and health.

Help us so we can help your kids
Bering Strait School District su-

By Sandra L. Medearis
The Nome Common Council

shelved a decision on medicating cit-
izens who use the City’s water sup-
ply—sort of. A couple of members of
the panel want more facts on the ef-
fects of fluoride and public input;
others want fluoride now.

When an official resolution from
Nome Joint Utility System board
calling for a halt to fluoridating the
water supply came up on the Mon-
day Council agenda, Councilwoman
Mary Knodel said she would like to
have some hard numbers on the issue
before a decision was made on
whether to reinstate the practice. She
asked if the information on fluoride
dug up by a commission in Fair-
banks could be put before the public
for public comment. “I find the Fair-
banks study very convincing,” Kn-
odel said. Councilman Stan
Andersen suggested the issue be put
on the City Web site to inform the
public.

Fairbanks and Juneau have ceased
to put fluoride in their water sup-
plies. NJUS, operators of the munic-
ipal potable water coming out of
home faucets, has not been fluori-

dating water for several months, ac-
cording to utility manager John Han-
deland, because the fluoride machine
has been broken.

Registered dental hygienist Jane
Murphy, who has seen a few teeth,
during citizen comment period gave
anecdotal testimony that when she
came to work in Nome, she encoun-
tered six-year-olds with “bombed
out” molars, but after fluoride was
put in the water [1989] she saw
newly erupted six-year-olds with
molars that were healthy and strong,
and later, a high school graduating
class with teeth healthy and strong. 

When do we have to do what other
places do,” Murphy said, apparently
referring to Fairbanks, but then urg-
ing the City to continue to be one of
a group of communities in Alaska
that put fluoride in their water sup-
plies. 

In fact, according to data from the
World Health Organization, the num-
ber of dental cavities has gone down
dramatically in Western countries
that fluoridate citizens through water
supply. However, it has also declined

continued on page 10

By Diana Haecker
As crews of the tug boats Sinuk and Siku

worked feverishly to regain control over a 173-
foot fuel barge loaded with 140,000 gallons of
diesel and gasoline that drifted in heavy seas
dodging the Diomede islands, Cape Prince of
Wales and Fairway Rock, US Coast Guard
Captain Adam Shaw gave a synopsis of his
concerns regarding increased maritime traffic
to the joint boards of the Norton Sound Health
Corporation and Kawerak Inc.

Shaw is the Chief of Prevention in the Sev-
enteenth Coast Guard district, Alaska, and his
job is to figure out how the Coast Guard is
going to fulfill its several missions in a vast
area where open water has replaced solid multi-
year ice. 

Shaw rattled off statistics that show an up-
ward trend in terms of increasing ship traffic,
while neither federal nor state agencies are re-
sponding to the signs of the time. 

Bering Strait transits increased from 245

crossings in 2008 to more than 325 crossings,
and cargo operations increased. Single-hulled
barges worry Shaw as does increased cruise
ship traffic. 

The mineral riches of the North and offshore
potential for oil and gas fields invite more ship-
ping traffic as more and more sea ice recedes
each year. 

Oil and gas explorers like Shell and Cono-
coPhillips gear up for exploratory drilling to
start next summer in the Chukchi and Beaufort

Seas. And while all that is going on, the Rus-
sians don’t sleep either and bump up marine
traffic on their side of the international dateline
as well. 

Shaw said as the ice recedes, the 11 missions
of the Coast Guard – ranging from homeland
security, border patrol, enforcing fishing regu-
lations, conducting search and rescues, among
others – now have to be met in the uncharted
regions of the Arctic. “But we don’t know the

continued on page 3

Photo by Diana Haecker
LEADERS— Norton Sound Health Corporation and Kawerak Inc. con-
ducted their annual joint board meetings last week at the Mini-Conven-
tion Center in Nome. Shown are (left to right) Austin Ahmasuk, Emily
Hughes, Roy Agloinga, Robert Keith and Loretta Bullard. 

continued on page  19
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