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CHEERING SECTION— Parents and a few grandparents encourage their youngsters to run into their arms to cross the finish line during the two and three-year-olds 25 foot race  at
the Fourth of July games on Front Street in Nome. See more photos and story starting on page 8. 

WHERE’S THE RIGHT SHOE? – It’s not with the left one, but well mixed as youngsters run to find their
shoes, put them on, then race to the finish line. See more photos with story starting on page 8.

By Sandra L. Medearis
When Gov. Sean Parnell whacked

the wish list for state capital project
spending by $412 million, Nome
area projects survived, all except
$75,000 Nome Volunteer Fire Dept.
intended to use for equipment.

Otherwise, there was glee among
those who value and revere relics of

Nome’s history: $14 million for
Nome’s museum project, the Richard
Foster Building, stayed in the $2.8
billion that survived the cuts. The
board of Carrie M. McLain Memo-
rial Museum is currently searching
for suitable sites on Front Street. 

Uncertainty follows

School board tables contract
extension for athletic director

Parnell leaves
Nome projects
in budget

Coastal Management
dies in House
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By Diana Haecker
In a special session held last Tues-

day, the Nome school board failed to
muster the votes to extend athletic
director Pat Callahan’s contract for
one more year. The vote to the mo-
tion to extend Callahan’s contract
was a tie and thereby failed. Four
board members were present with
Barb Amarok, Marie Tozier, Betsy
Brennan and Barb Nickels in atten-
dance. Board president Gloria Kar-
mun was absent due to sickness.
Nome Public School District’s new
superintendent Mike Brawner was

also present. He officially took over
the reigns from former superintend-
ent Jon Wehde on July 1. Brawner
said that based on a positive evalua-
tion of athletic director Pat Callahan,
Jon Wehde had recommended that
Callahan’s contract be extended for
another year. 

The position pays an annual salary
of $8,000. Board member Barb
Nickels said that the position histor-
ically didn’t have to get approved on
a board level since it pays a salary of

continued on page 4

By Diana Haecker
Nome’s coastal district coordina-

tor Jim Dory last week flipped
through a stack of multi agency ap-
plications that came to his office at
City Hall for consistency review.
Most of them have been already
given his OK, but some are still
pending. “I don’t know what to do
with them now,” Dory said, adding
that they are probably going to be
filed away and that’s that. While it
was only a small part of his job
working at city hall, Dory was until
last Thursday the city’s coastal coor-
dinator and the city’s eyes and ears
to review if coastal projects, placer
or suction dredge miners were con-
sistent with the city’s coastal man-
agement plan. Dory said that this
year saw a big surge in applications,
60 or so, when in previous years
there have been only about a dozen
coming across his desk. Most per-
mits that Dory deals with are annual

placer mining applications that were
handed in by placer miners and suc-
tion dredge miners to the Alaska De-
partment of Natural Resources,
which through its ACMP division
distributed the applications to the
right agencies or coastal districts for
consistency review. Dory said that
the voluntary program that allowed
states to develop the coastal man-
agement zoning was a useful tool for
the Nome coastal district. While
most applications were not of con-
cern, an application by Noel Tanner
to mine at Dry Creek a few years
back did enable the city to restrict
hours of operation and added dust
control to the mining project. It gave
the city and the community a voice
in what is allowed to happen in the
coastal area.

This now has come to an end. 
Eighteen House Representatives

voted down an amended bill that
would’ve extended the opt-in pro-

gram that allowed the state and
coastal districts a voice in project ap-
plications. On Monday, the Senate
passed the bill. Nome representative
Neal Foster and District T Senator
Donnie Olson voted to keep it alive.

Various different versions of the

continued on page 5

Photo by Diana Haecker
APPLICATIONS— Nome’s coastal management coordinator Jim Dory
looks through a stack of annual placer mine applications that were up for
consistency review under the Alaska coastal management program. The
legislature didn’t extend the ACMP program and with that took the city’s
and any coastal district’s ability away to review projects that require a
state or federal permit.
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