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FILMING THE GOLD RUSH— Gold dredge owner Shawn Pomrenke is among the five Nome gold dredgers who are being filmed by a film crew for a reality show about gold min-
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WINNER-Ron Stansbury of St. Petersburg, Florida wins the Poorman’s
Paradise Gold Panning Contest with a time of 15.3 seconds. See details on
page 9.

ANTI announces closure of its newspaper chain

Calista Corp., the Native Corpora-
tion for the Bethel region and owner
of Alaska Newspapers Inc. an-
nounced July 22 that they will cease
publication and shut the doors of its
chain of rural newspapers. The com-
pany says it is closing because the
cost of running the 19-year-old rural
chain is too high.

The shutdown includes the Tundra
Drums, the Cordova Times, the Arc-

tic Sounder, the Bristol Bay Times,
the Seward Phoenix LOG, the Dutch
Harbor Fisherman, and the bi-
monthly magazine First Alaskans.
Cami Printing is also set to be either
sold or closed.

Calista Board President Andrew
Guy said the board could not con-
tinue to subsidize newspaper opera-
tions. ANI has 38 employees who
live and work in Anchorage, Bethel,

Seward, Unalaska and Cordova.
Kotzebue and Barrow are covered
from Anchorage.

All ANI publications will print
their final run in August.

The independent weeklies The
Delta Discovery in Bethel and The
Nome Nugget, “Alaska’s Oldest
Newspaper” continue to serve north-
western and the Yukon Kuskokwim
regions of Alaska.

Agloinga appointed as interim
CEO and president of NSHC

By Diana Haecker
The Norton Sound Health Corpo-
ration’s board of directors last week
appointed Roy Agloinga, 46, as the
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acting president and chief executive
officer for NSHC. The appointment
is effective July 30. Current leader
Carol Piscoya tendered her resigna-
tion earlier this month.

Agloinga, of White Mountain, is
NSHC'’s Chief Operating Officer and
has been on the board of directors
from 2003 until 2005. While a hiring
committee made up of board mem-
bers is looking nationwide for a per-
manent president and CEO to guide
the region’s health corporation, Roy
Agloinga is at the helm to steer the
ship in times of great transition.

Agloinga is deeply rooted in the
region and in the field of health care.
“I was born in this very hospital,” he
said, during an interview with The
Nome Nugget last Friday.

Born in Nome and raised in White
Mountain, Agloinga is the son of the
late Martha and Steven Agloinga.
His grandmother was a midwife, his
mother one of the first village health
aides, his sister and three of his
nieces are working in the field of
healthcare and his cousin is the tribal
healer at NSHC. “Things that we
talked about in my family and things
that we were involved in were al-
ways about health and wellness and
healing,” remembered Agloinga, “I
feel like my family has been a part of
Norton Sound and a part of health
care traditionally.”

Agloinga’s educational back-
ground includes a bachelor’s degree

continued on page 5

Council sets
junker list

By Sandra Medearis

The Nome Common Council and
City administration has lifted the
ax —again—aiming to strike down
the shacks in town that they think
pose a risk of fire hazard, health haz-
ard or public nuisance, according to
City law.

Emergency responders, fire and
ambulance, along with Chief of Po-
lice John Papasadora and the build-
ing inspector, Allen Maxwell, have
put 11 places on a list for an abate-
ment hearing. The abatement
process begins with the list, an offi-
cial notice to the owner, followed by
a public hearing to discuss the haz-
ard report and to give the owner or
representative a chance to be heard.

A mulling over the report to de-
termine whether it is true may be fol-
lowed by a Council site visit,
followed by a resolution declaring
the building a hazard or nuisance.
Then the owner or an agent would
receive a removal or demolition
order giving a deadline of 14 days or
longer. During this time the owner
may request an additional hearing to
show that deficiencies have been re-
moved or remedy is in progress.

Papasadora delivered the list to
the Council at a work session July19.
They received an album of struc-
tures, long on weeds and junk, lots
of boards and windows short of that
Better-Homes-and-Gardens look.

During the work session, former
building inspector Pat Hahn, consid-
ering the list, told the Council the or-
dinance needed a tweak, that “ugly
was not a reason for abatement.

“Half the buildings don’t meet the
criteria. We need additional criteria.
Just because a building is ugly, it
doesn’t need to be on the list,” Hahn
said.

The list included the dilapi-
dated —called ugly by many — Wien
Building on Front Street, star of the
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list for many years and weeks run-
ning.

During public comment, Hahn
‘fessed up to owning the structure,
but not the land it sits on. That land
has three owners, with whom Hahn
has not been able to come to a pur-
chase agreement, he said. However,
Hahn told the Council he had a po-
tential buyer for the building in the
wings. That buyer intended to move
the building.

“If they are going to buy it,I don’t
want it on the abatement list,” Hahn
said. “If they aren’t going to buy it,
then I do want it on the abatement
list.”

The building remains on the list,
was the Council sentiment, because
Hahn or new owners must deal with
the building’s derelict condition.

“Leave it on the list,” Council-
woman Mary Knodel said. “Maybe
it will get the new owners moti-
vated.”

The building is in poor condition,
and has asbestos issues.

“It is encapsulated asbestos sid-
ing. It can be double bagged and re-
moved,” Hahn said.

These are the properties on the
list, with notes provided by Pa-
pasadora:
¢ 404 W. Second Ave, no back on
building, open to public, danger to
all who enter.
¢ 114 Warren PI. appears to be suf-
fering from dry rot, roof and walls
starting to sag.

* 709 Out of the Way, Icyview, sev-
eral times on abatement list, most
trash picked up, no remodeling or
work done on house. “Promises have
been made by the owner with some
initial effort, then nothing hap-
pened,” Papasadora told he Council.
In the past, animal control staff has
complained about dead animals on
the property.

¢ 204 Kings, two small houses, at-
tractive nuisances that kids can get
into.

¢ 409 West D. Street, windows miss-
ing, structurally on its last legs.

¢ 210 McLain Lane, Belmont Point,
wires sticking out, used as storage.
e 202 West Second Ave., vacant
house, no utilities, a candidate for re-
model.

* 304 West D Street, hazard to ER re-
sponders, should be restored or torn
down.

* 119 West Fourth Avenue could be
rehabilitated, remodeled.

* 406 River Street trailers, owned by
West family, tied up in probate.

* Wien Building, Front Street, across
from Nome City Hall, no comment,
speaks for itself.

continued on page 4
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