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NEW LIFE— Mama moose with her newborn calf  along Safety Sound earlier this month. 

REPAIR— The Snake River Bridge got a facelift last week as DOT workers put down new planks. 

By Sandra L. Medearis
Citing public reaction to a jump in

property tax and a willingness to dip
into savings to balance the general
fund budget, the Nome Common
Council lowered its earlier adopted
12-mill property tax rate to 10 mills
June 27. 

The Council received a budget
based on 16 mills earlier in the fund-
ing process, then cut it to 10 mills,
but lifted it back to 12 mills to leave
more in savings. That meant a 71
percent increase in property taxes.
This caught property owners’ atten-
tion.

Councilman Jerald Brown cau-
tioned that with savings nearly ex-
hausted, the reprieve and return to 10
mills was temporary, for the mill rate
would sustain a severe raise next
year. For now, the City will take

some of the shortfall from a Public
Employees Retirement System re-
serve.

This action reduces the property
tax available to fund the $9.97 mil-
lion general fund spending plan by
approximately half a million dollars.
In terms closer to home, at the 10-
mill rate, a person owning property
assessed at $100,000 would get a bill
for $1,000 not the $1,200 due on a
12-mill rate, and not the $700 he
paid at last year’s mill rate of 7 mills.

For the 2011 budget, the Council
chose to supplement the budget from
savings to keep the mill rate low.
That got the Council into trouble
with property owners who were not
prepared to pay the 12-mill rate set
by Council on June 15 to avoid a

State takes over Public Health Nursing in Nome

Property tax
increase drops
to 43 percent

By Diana Haecker
Norton Sound Health Corporation will offi-

cially turn over the operations of the Public
Health Nursing center back to the State on July
1. According to Rhonda Richtsmeier, the Chief
of Public Health Nursing with the State of
Alaska, this should not impact the public as the
services stay the same. She said that public
health nurses that were employed by NSHC —

and chose to apply for the jobs at PHN — be-
come state employees. 

Public Health Nursing provides immuniza-
tions, child health checks and infectious disease
control. They give out flu or other epidemic in-
formation and run injury and obesity preven-
tion programs. Two of the nurses also travel
throughout the region and provide services in
the villages. This, Richtsmeier said, would not

change.
There are 23 public health centers in the

state. Four of them are administered by other
entities. NSHC ran PHN in the Norton Sound
area for 30 years. Manilaaq in Kotzebue, the
North Slope Borough and the Municipality of
Anchorage are the other three entities that run
PHN facilities. 

Richtsmeier said that these four entities are

awarded grants by the State Division of Public
Health to help provide the services in their re-
gion. “Over the years, the grant amount stayed
the same, but last year there was a $250,000 in-
crease in grant money,” Richtsmeier said. She
added that NSHC decided that the cost to run

Judge swapped out in Larry’s
Auto case
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By Sandra L. Medearis
Magistrate Brad Gater has recused

himself as judge in a case involving
City of Nome’s attempt to collect
port area parking fees from Larry’s

Auto Repair. The case has been as-
signed to Judge Paul A. Roetman and
moved to Kotzebue.

The action came on June 9, after
Gater’s name appeared on a prelimi-
nary list of defense witnesses that at-
torney Ted Stepovich filed in court
June 8. Stepovich also listed the
names of Judge Ben Esch, Josie
Banke, city manager, Larry and Kay
Carter, owners of Larry’s Auto Re-
pair, Joy Baker, harbormaster, Con-
ner Thomas and Bob Lewis, both
attorneys, John Earthman, district at-
torney, Marsha Tobuk, Dennis
Bahnke, Diana Adams, Loretta
Bullard and Jason M. (or Sonny)
Song, taxi driver. Stepovich repre-
sents Larry and Kay Carter, owners
of the vehicle repair shop at Belmont

Street and Seppala Drive, across the
street from vacant City land con-
trolled by Port of Nome. 

A jury trial on the court calendar
for six days beginning Oct. 10 will
still occur in Nome, according to
court staff. The issue concerns
roughly $6,000 that the City says the
business owes for its customers park-
ing cars on port property for several
years. The Carters say they do not
owe the money, that they had no
lease on the property after 2005, and
that the City did nothing to diminish
its injury: The City did not post the
lot “no parking” and did not seek re-
lief from third parties who parked on
the property.

The City bases it claim on meet-

Nome judges on parking list

continued on page 5

By Diana Haecker
In the second day of the second

special session of the Alaska Leg-
islature, the House of Representa-
tives let the Alaska Coastal
Management program die with a
vote of 18 yays and 18 nays. For
the bill to survive, it would have
needed 21 yes votes. The reason, a
House majority deputy press secre-
tary Jeremiah Campbell said on
Tuesday afternoon, is that most
Representatives felt that the pro-
gram was too close to the close-
down process with only five of the
original 33 state employees who
managed the program still being on
the job. Governor Sean Parnell sig-
naled that he would veto the bill. In
a speech at the Resource Develop-
ment Council on Tuesday, Parnell
said that too few staff remain on the

job to process ACMP applications
and that reviving the program
would cost the oil or mining indus-
try jobs. He expressed the same to
legislators. 

In an attempt to save the Alaska
Coastal Management program, the
Alaska legislature called itself into
second special session on Monday.
Within a day, the Senate passed a
compromise bill that extends the
coastal management program for
another six years and that would
have created an Alaska coastal pol-
icy board. 

The amended bill addressed the
two points of contention that
caused a rift between the House
and Senate in the first session. One
resolution was to remove all refer-

Coastal management compromise
bill dies in House, Governor 

promised kiss of death

continued on page 5
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Advertising Nome Photos

Photos of Nome & Western Alaska
nomephotos.com • pfagerst@gci.net

The Nome Nugget is too! Find us at:
• Ted Stevens International Airport

• Alaska Native Health Service - Hospital entrance
• Cook Inlet Tribal Building

• Downtown Transit Center Cafe - 7th Ave.
• Sheraton Hotel Gift Shop - 401 E. 6th Ave.

• Sourdough Newspaper and Tobacco Shop  - 735 W. 4th Ave.

Going to
Anchorage? is like inviting...

Invite your customers
to see what you

have to offer!
Contact the Nome Nugget at
ads@nomenugget.com or 443.5235
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Level Best Engineering
House

Leveling
and

Moving

304-1048
Roger Thompson

Week ending 6/24
Civil

Ahnangnatoguk, Brenda C. vs. Ahnangnatoguk, Al Robbie; Domestic Violence: Ex
Parte with Children

Ahnangnatoguk, Allen M. vs. Ahnangnatoguk, Al Robbie; Domestic Violence: Ex Parte
with Children

Cornerstone Credit Services LLC vs. Kulowiyi, Kristen D.; Debt - District Court
In the Matter of: Tomter, Matthew A. and Tomter, Geraldine A.; Dissolution with Chil-

dren - Superior Court
Olanna, Frieda Ann vs. Huls, Randall et al; District Court FED
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443-5211

Checker Cab
Leave the driving to us

Home Loans You Can UseTM

Hilde Stapgens, CMB, AMP 
Mortgage Originator (# AK 193345)

100 Calais Drive, Anchorage AK 99503
Phone: 888-480-8877  Fax: 888-743-9633

stapgensh@residentialmtg.com

www.HomeLoansYouCanUse.com

FREE PRE-QUALIFICATION  — CALL OR APPLY ONLINE

C.O.D. Orders welcome 

VISA, MasterCard, and Discover ac cept ed

1-800-416-4128 • (907) 443-4128 

Fax (907) 443-4129

Chukotka - Alaska Inc.

514 Lomen Avenue
“The store that sells real things.”

Unique and distinctive gifts
Native & Russian handicrafts, 

Furs, Findings, Books, and Beads

Nome Discovery
Tours
Day tours

Evening excursions
Custom road trips 

Gold panning • Ivory carving
Tundra tours 

CUSTOM TOURS!

“Don’t leave Nome without
hooking-up with Richard at

Nome Discovery Tours!”
— Esquire Magazine March 1997 

(907) 443-2814 
discover@gci.net

302 E. Front Street

P. O. Box 633

Nome, AK  99762

(907) 443-3838 (800) 354-4606

www.aurorainnome.com

Don C. Bradford Jr., CLU
Chartered Life Underwriter

1535 N. Street, Unit A
Anchorage, AK  99501

Representatives registered with and securities offered through
PlanMember Securities Corporation, a registered broker/dealer, 
investment advisor and member. (800) 874-6910
FINRA/SIPC, 6187 Carpinteria Ave., Carpinteria, CA 93013 
Alaska Retirement Planning and PlanMember Securities 
Corporation are not affiliated entities.

AK R P

www.akrp.com Email: don@akrp.com

Phone/Fax: 272-3234
Statewide:  (800) 478-3234

Alaska Retirement Planning

BSWG provides services to survivors of violent crime and 
promotes violence-free lifestyles in the Bering Strait region.

24-Hours Crisis Line
1-800-570-5444 or

1-907-443-5444 • fax: 907-443-3748
EMAIL execdir@nome.net

B E R I N G S E A

W O M E N ’ S

G R O U P

P.O. Box 1596  Nome, AK 99762

www.snc.org

Sitnasuak Native Corporation 
(907) 387-1200

Bonanza Fuel, Inc. 
(907) 387-1201

Bonanza Fuel call out cell 
(907) 304-2086

Nanuaq, Inc. 
(907) 387-1202

24 hours
a day

7 days/wk

ALASKA
POISON

CONTROL
1-800-222-1222

NOME FUNERAL SERVICES
in association with

Anchorage Funeral Home and Crematory

(888) 369-3003
toll free in Alaska
Alaska Owned

On-Line-Caskets-Urns-Markers-Flowers-etc.

www.alaskanfuneral.com 

NOME OUT FIT TERS
YOUR complete hunting & fishing store

120 West First Avenue
(907) 443-2880 or
1-800-680-NOME

COD, credit card & special orders
welcome * Free delivery to airport

OPEN M-F 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sat. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

443-6768 & 304-2355 
located next to Nome Outfitters

OPEN M-F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Closed Sat & Sun

Trinh’s Gift Baskets
& Authorized AT&T Retailer

Alaska Court System’s
Family Law
Self-Help

Center
A free public service that answers
questions & provides forms about

 family cases including divorce,
 dissolution, custody and visitation,

child support and paternity.
www.state.ak.us/courts/selfhelp.htm

(907) 264-0851 (Anc)
(866) 279-0851 (outside Anc)

www.alaskafamilydoc.com
Call or text 304-3301

Robert Lawrence, MD

Nome Custom Jewelry
803 E. 4th Ave.
907-304-1818

Hrs: Mon. - Sat. 2 p.m. - 7 p.m.

•Custom Made Jewelry •Czech Beads
•Seed Beads •Bugle Beads 

•Watercolor - Prints, Cards, Postcards
•SS Chains (by the inch or foot)

•Earring Wires

Beading Classes Scheduled
Call to get the current schedule.

Contact Heidi Hart at 907-304-1818

Arctic ICANS 
A nonprofit cancer

survivor support group.
For more information call

443-5726.

907-443-4111
316 Belmont St., Nome, AK

Larry’s Auto and Repair

1-800-478-9355

Kap-Sun Enders
Financial Services Professional*

New York Life Insurance Company
Licensed Agent

CA Ins. Lic.# OF 55163

WA # 164039  AK # 11706

701 West 8
th

Ave., Suite 900

Anchorage, AK 99501

Tel. 907.257.6424   Tel. 907.522.9405

Fax. 907.257.5224   Cel. 907.529.6306

Kenders@ft.newyorklife.com

The Company You Keep®

*Registered Representative offering securities through NYLIFE Securities LLC, Member FINRA/SIPC,  
A Licensed Insurance Agency, 701 W 8th Ave, Ste 900, Anchorage, AK 99501 •  907 279 6471

704 Seppala Drive
Appliance Sales and Parts

Plumbing  – Heating  – Electrical

Welding Gas and Supplies

Hardware  – Tools  – Steel

Builders Supply

443-2234                      1-800-590-2234

George Krier
Professional 

Land Surveyor
P.O. Box 1058

Nome, Alaska 99762
(907) 443-5358

surveyor@nome.net
PROPERTY, MORTGAGE & SUBDIVISION SURVEYS • YEAR ROUND ANYTIME & ANYPLACE

Advertising
is like inviting...

Invite your customers
to see what you

have to offer!
Contact the Nome Nugget at
ads@nomenugget.com or 443.5235
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FOSTER A FUTURE, BECOME A HERO!

For information on how to become a foster parent, contact:

Kawerak, Inc. Children and Family Services 

~ 1-800-478-5153

Iris Olanna, Foster Care Recruiter/Caseworker I

~ (907) 443-4374

fcrcase@kawerak.org
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