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IT MUST BE SPRING — Nome birders led by Peter Bente scope for avian arrivals in Safety Lagoon May 28 as part of a UAF Northwest Campus course.
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NPFMC set to
meet in Nome

Kawerak requests low hardcap on
chum bycatch in pollock fishery

By Laurie McNicholas

The North Pacific Fishery Man-
agement Council will take public tes-
timony on alternative ways to
minimize the bycatch of chum
salmon in the Bering Sea pollock
fishery during a meeting scheduled
June 8-14 at the Nome Recreation
Center. The council has allocated 20
hours for initial review of a chum
salmon bycatch analysis beginning
Friday, June 10. The NPFMC and
National Marine Fisheries Service
together manage fisheries in federal
waters from three to 200 miles off
Alaska. The council makes recom-
mendations to NMFS, which ap-
proves, implements and enforces
them.

The Bering Sea pollock fishery
produces roe (eggs), surimi and fil-
let products. The total value of pol-
lock was estimated at $1.33 billion
in 2008 and $1.030 billion in 2009.
Salmon are prohibited species in the
pollock fishery, but vessels towing
large trawl nets incidentally catch
salmon along with pollock. By law,
bycatch is counted but cannot be
sold. Most of the chum salmon
taken as incidental catches in the
large trawl nets used by pollock ves-
sels are dead when they are brought
on board and are returned to the sea.

Chum salmon bycatch in the fish-
ery reached extremely high levels in

continued on page 5

Ice gives up remains
of missing man

By Sandra L. Medearis
It was an idyllic evening in Nome:
ice breakup finally here, smooth
water in the small boat harbor throw-
ing back reflections of ice floes,
73°F, a balmy, sunny Saturday night.
That is, until a person on the south
wall of the harbor saw a dark shape

in the water, some clothes, and called
the police.

Jeconiah Annogiyuk came to
Nome from Savoonga on Oct. 29,
last year. He was last seen the after-
noon of Oct. 30 by Subway restau-

continued on page 4

City Council mulls budget
cuts, property tax increase

By Laurie McNicholas

What’s this about a 16.72 mill
property tax rate?

That’s what it will take to balance
the city’s FY12 budget unless ex-
penses are cut, City Controller Cussy
Kauer told the Nome Common
Council at a work session on May
27. She indicated the FY11 budget
will end the year with a deficit, and
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she said the 7 mill rate property tax
rate on which the budget is based is
artificially low.

Will the council consider raising
the property tax to 16.72 mills in
FY12?

“Absolutely not,” said Council-
woman Mary Knodel. She said she
had just received the draft FY12
budget from Kauer and has not had
time to read it.

Councilman Stan Andersen was
baffled by the draft FY12 budget be-
fore Kauer told him it is based on a
16.72 mill property tax rate. He
asked Kauer to project actual rev-
enues and expenses for FY11
through the end of the fiscal year so
he will know the amount of the atic-
ipated deficit. She said to do that she
will need time to examine the budget
carefully.

Kauer spent about two hours re-

continued on page 4

SHOWING THECOLORS — Sam Schmidt (right) with the Nome-Beltz Jr. ROTC cadets during the Me-
morial Day ceremonies at the Nome Cemetery.
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NSHC / Smith trial ends: Jury
dismissed No money awarded

By Sandra L. Medearis

A court action by Greg Smith
against Norton Sound Health Corp.
expected to last through Tuesday
ended at mid-day Friday, sooner than
expected. Judge Ben Esch had set
aside six days from May 23 through
May 31 on the court calendar for the
jury trial.

Smith took his former employer to
court after he was fired last year from
the substance abuse treatment sec-
tion of Behavior Health Services.

The outcome? No money for
Smith. He was an “at-will” em-
ployee. NSHC needed no reason,
good, bad, or indifferent to fire him,

Judge Ben Esch ruled. At-will status
was not altered by any discussion
and process of improvements fol-
lowing an unfavorable job evaluation
that Smith said implied a contract
differing from “at-will.”

Last week a jury trial looked at
Smith’s claim of wrongful termina-
tion. The jury heard witnesses and at-
torneys pore over more than 20
documents in detail, for four-and-a-
half days from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. As
the jury came upstairs from lunch
Friday and waited outside the court
chamber, Norton Sound’s attorney,
James H. Juliussen, entered a motion
asking the court to direct a verdict to-

ward his client, saying that Smith
had been an “at-will” employee
under terms of the Norton Sound em-
ployee manual, as are all employees
at NSHC, unless they have a contract
signed by the CEO, i.e., no evidence
had changed this fact: An at-will em-
ployee may be fired at any time with-
out cause. Judge Ben Esch agreed,
denying Smith compensation for
work lost or punitive damages
against NSHC.

During the proceedings, an ac-
countant testified that by her analy-
sis, Smith, by losing his job at

continued on page 7
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FOSTER, A FUTURE, BECOME A HERO!

For information on how to become a foster parent, contact:
Kawerak, Inc. Children and Family Services
~ 1-800-478-5153
Iris Olanna, Foster Care Recruiter/Caseworker I

~(907) 443-4374
fcrcase@kawerak.org
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