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QUYANA — The annual Alaska Federation of Natives Convention took place in the downtown Anchorage this year and the two nights of Quyana dance performances were sold out
events. The Acilquq singers and dancers were among eight dance groups entertaining the crowds on Wednesday night at the Dena’ina Center.
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AFN calls for better relationship with state government

By Diana Haecker

Mending and improving relation-
ships stood front and center at this
year’s Alaska Federation of Natives
Convention, held at the Dena’ina
Center in Anchorage last week.

The theme of the 2011 AFN was
“Strength in Unity.” It takes unity in

order to unleash the combined power
of the Native community — that was
the gist of many speeches. AFN pres-
ident Julie Kitka reminded AFN del-
egates that this strength was shown
during last year’s Senatorial election,
when the Native community threw
their weight behind Lisa Murkowski

in her historical and successful write-
in campaign.

Kotzebue’s Reggie Joule said,
“We delivered the money for a polit-
ical campaign and then we delivered
the votes. And then there was a cele-
bration of that strength that so many
people have been waiting to see.” It
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TALKING HANDS — Elders with the King Island dancers rocked the house during dance performances
on Wednesday night at the AFN convention, held at the Dena’ina Convention Center in Anchorage.

is that strength that was called upon
over and over again during the con-
vention.

The cry for unity was to rally del-
egates behind the idea to be serious
about a push to better relationships
among tribes, Native village corpo-
rations and Native regional corpora-
tions, as well as the State of Alaska
and the various state departments,
and the federal government.

Akiak tribal leader Mike Williams
said that many things need mending.
It has been 40 years since the Alaska
Native Settlement Acts passed. In

exchange for extinguishing future
claims to land, Native Alaskans set-
tled for 44.5 million acres of their
ancestral lands and a payment of
more than $900 million. ANCSA
created Native corporations that
were meant to provide economic op-
portunities for tribal members.
Williams said while there are
great successes, there still are many
issues that need resolution. What can
be done to amend ANCSA to restore
aboriginal hunting and fishing

continued on page 5

Missing paperwork
delays bid awards in
offshore lease sale

By Laurie McNicholas

Gold miners Mike Benchoff and
Scott Meisterheim were among high
bidders for tracts in an offshore min-
erals lease sale held Sept. 28 in
Nome by the Alaska Dept. of Natural
Resources. They bid on small,
nearshore tracts in an outcry auction.

However, a qualifying statement
required for all bidders in the sale is
not on file for Benchoff and Meister-
heim, according to Kerwin Krause,
mineral property manager for DNR’s
Division of Mining, Land and Water.
Krause said he notified the miners by

phone on Sept. 30 that their qualify-
ing statements were missing and then
searched all sale documents three
times in a futile effort to find them.
A few other bidders placed their
names on a qualifying statement
form, but did not check the boxes
verifying they are United States citi-
zens and 18 years of age or sign the
document, Krause noted. He said the
DNR has delayed publishing a list of
the three highest bidders for each
tract offered in the lease sale while

continued on page 4

Council to address
high energy costs

By Sandra L. Medearis

The Nome Common Council took
initial action on five budget revision
items Monday, unanimously passing
them into second reading and final
passage at the next regular meeting
Nov. 14. These spending plans deal
with revenue and expenditure ad-
justments to the 2011 general fund
budget, construction capital projects,
special revenue budget, capital proj-
ects fund budget and the Port of
Nome fund budget. Copies of all are
available at Nome City Hall.

In other business the Council ap-
proved a bid award to Arctic Slope
Regional Corp. Builders, Inc. for a
high mast lighting project at Port of
Nome. Bid opening Oct. 7 showed a
range of $897,000 (ASRC) to
$1,085,105 from Hot Wire Electric.
Other bids were from Puffin Elec-

tric, $898,200; Alaska Mechanical,
$997,750; and Pro-West Contrac-
tors, $1,035,000. The engineers es-
timated the cost at $833,135 a year

continued on page 4
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