


2 THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2011

OXrXIXNIOXXN

THE NOME NUGGET

Letters

Dear Editor:

There are too many liars and
cheaters holding rare jobs in rural
Alaska. When you sign up for a job
or a leadership position, City coun-
cil, Tribal Council, State Govern-
ment, etc., you are saying, “Pick me,
I know how to do this.” After being
chosen for the position and it is
found out that you need training to
do your job correctly, then you lied
or cheated to get that job/position.

During the recent search and res-
cue efforts for the missing persons in
my area (Brevig Mission and Teller),
search teams came from Shishmaref
and Wales to help the teams from
Brevig and Teller. It was to my and
Brevig Mission Search and Res-
cue(S&R) team’s surprise at the
amount of equipment the other S&R
teams had, including our neighbor
Teller’s S&R equipment. One of the
S&R members from Shishmaref
came to my home and asked me why
I didn’t get involved with Brevig
Mission’s S&R. My only answer
that I thought the person could relate
to was that I do not go out into the
country to hunt. My other family
members bring what they can and I
am content with that. If I want it or

need it I will go and get it.

The real reason for my not getting
involved is the experiences I had
with the local controlling elite. You
know the ones who control who get
elected, who gets the jobs locally,
etc. I am always met with opposition
when bringing real values to the
community as a whole. Their fam-
ily members and others who
work/listen to them must get first of
everything, so to speak. They even
gave a job to one of their family
members just because he got a dis-
connect notice. Now that position is
no longer in our town. I cannot build
values only to get them torn down by
local elite who cannot seem to help
or honestly care for themselves. It
hurts the heart and mind too much.
In recent public meetings I have also
noticed leaders act like robots, like
they don’t like what they are doing,
but have to, like they got no choice
but to do it that way. Ever wonder
why there are so many suicides in
our area?

Warren S. Rock
Brevig Mission, AK 99785

Dear Friends,
In January, I will be moving to
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Editorial

A Matter of Semantics

It’s all in how we look at things. This past election the Republicans
and their Tea Party Friends got their shorts in a wad over that vener-
able staple of the pork barrel known as the earmark. Earmarks are
select portions of the hog identified for special uses in a process
called “bringing home the bacon.”

All of these “stop the government spending” boys decried earmarks
as bad policy and promised to get rid of these horrid practices. They
were true to their word. They got rid of the earmarks. They are now
called “phone marks” or maybe “elbow marks.”

Don't ya just want to laugh? Do they think we are so easily fooled?
(Don’t answer that.) After all, an earmark by any other name is still and
earmark and it smells like pork. —N.L.M.—

“What'’s in a name? That which we call a rose
By any other name would smell as sweet.” William Shakespeare
Romeo and Juliet [1594-1595].

lllegitimus non carborundum
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Anchorage to be closer to my chil-
dren and grandchildren. I want to
thank so many of you for making my
years here a treasured part of my
life’s memories. ...and what great
memories | have — flying into Ser-
pentine, driving into Pilgrim, the first
and only time I’ve been in a play, the
open mic nights, the Polar Bear
Jump, art classes, the musicals, the
fund raisers (bidding $100 for a
cake), Iditarod, the craft and art fairs,
the garden tours, Richard Beneville’s
grand tour (I took my grandchildren
three years in a row), Summersize,
fishing, camping, my friends at
NSHC ... and so many more pic-
tures of times shared with friends.

I have felt very much at home and
part of the community here. I know I
will miss Nome and the people I met
over the past seven years. Hopefully
we will keep in contact and I trust we
will meet again — sometime, some-
where. Best wishes for a wonderful
new year.

Julie Renwick
Nome, AK

Dear Nome Nugget,

This is in response to the article
written by Tyler Rhodes. I am cer-
tain that he did what he could with
limited information, so permit me to
fill in the gaps left by Mr. Varnadoe.
Evergreen is looking into the possi-
bility of using a twin engine helicop-
ter? That is what we had until the
autumn of 2008, and he knows it full
well. He was the station manager at
Merrill Field when I flew that aircraft
down there for service, and it has
been parked there ever since. I had
invited him to visit Nome several
times to see what I was up against,
and he finally made it. Now he
sounds like an expert. He is not, nor
is he a competent aviator, but that is
another matter. So I returned to
Nome in the late autumn of 2008 and
continued both mail AND passenger
service with a single engine A-Star

helicopter. I knew what I was up
against and was not going to drop it
on an inexperienced pilot. It was in
July of 2009 that Mr. Varnadoe de-
cided to terminate passenger service
to the island. I was standing next to
the Nome base manager and heard it
for myself on the speaker phone. I
left Nome within a month, after hav-
ing flown that contract for
nearly seven years.

Evergreen certainly wants in on
the federal funding to provide addi-
tional air service. They have un-
doubtedly been keeping the contract
aircraft out of service for just such a
profit. Read the postal contract for
yourself, it is not confidential. It
specifies a twin engine aircraft, and I
flew it solely out there for six years.
It is a great aircraft, the BO-105
CBS-5, tail number N730TS. No
one else has ever flown that aircraft
out there; the base manager flew a
smaller version, tail number

continued on page 13

A Look at the Past

STRONG AND SILENT - It is always surprising to see the damage caused by winter snow storms even though
the Snake River and the Bering Sea are frozen solid. The powerful storm surges raise up the massive pans of
ice and result in serious damage. This is an F.H. Nowell photo showing the “ Wreck of Nome Wharf caused by
ice January 4,1907”. Even today, there are a few boats in the Nome Harbor being threatened by ice damage.

Weather Statistics

Sunrise 01/06/11 11:52 a.m.
01/12/11 11:41 a.m.
Sunset 01/06/11 04:23 p.m.
01/12/11 04:40 p.m.

High Temp 32°1/2/11

Low Temp -24° 12/29/10

Peak Wind 45 mph, NE, 1/1/11
Precip. to Date .52”

Normal 12”7

National Weather
Service
Nome, Alaska
(907) 443-2321
1-800-472-0391

Seasonal snow fall total (data collected since 7/1/10): 41.4” Current Snow Cover: 30.0” varies with sublimation/melting/blowing of snow.

4 "-;!

\{z&/!

Name:

Zesolue o be cn the lnow
cnw 200l Sabscnite today!

The

Nome Nugget

Alaska’s O'(Je-t Ne\\-\pappr

® LIPS gtme @ 5, T

P.O. Box 610 * Nome, Alaska 99762

C—

(907) 443-5235

Address:

City:

State:

___Check

Exp. Date:_ _/

___Money Order
Visa/MasterCard/American Express/Discover

S65 out of state

One year subscription. Please enclose payment with form.

__ Credit Card

S60 in state




THE NOME NUGGET

S"A T ER

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6, 2011 3

News from around the state of Alaska

Compiled by Diana Haecker
Miller concedes, state

elections certified

Concluding a two-month long
drama in and out of state and federal
courts, Republican Senatorial candi-
date Joe Miller last week conceded.
On the last day of the year, Governor
Sean Parnell and Lt. Gov. Mead
Treadwell signed the final certifica-
tion documents declaring old and
new Senator Lisa Murkowski the
winner of the 2010 U.S. Senate race.

Miller was the Sarah Palin-backed,
Tea Party sanctioned surprise candi-
date who won the Republican pri-
mary. Murkowski then waged a
write-in campaign and garnered more
than 10,000 more votes than Miller in
the general election. Miller contested
the state’s election process in both
state and federal courts until the
Alaska Supreme Court last week
ruled that the state conducted the elec-
tions in a proper manner.

The Supreme Court began its rul-
ing with “the bedrock principle that ...
one of the fundamental prerogatives of
citizenship” is “the right of citizens is
to cast their ballots and thus participate
in the selection of those who control
their government.” The ruling cites
the Supreme Court’s past case law and
Alaska’s statutory regulation in its de-
cision determining that “the voter’s in-
tention is paramount.”

Cora Campbell named Fish

and Game Commissioner

Governor Sean Parnell last week
appointed 31-year old Cora Camp-
bell as the commissioner of the
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game. Campbell’s name was one of
two submitted for the position by the
Joint Board of Fisheries and Game.
The other candidate was Ron
Somerville.

Campbell has been serving as act-
ing commissioner since December 1.
The appointment was not welcomed
in all quarters as the ANB Grand
Camp sent out a press release saying
that they consider Campbell inexperi-
enced. ANB quoted Campbell’s close
ties to the commercial fishing indus-
try as a bias that may prevent her from
making good judgment calls to man-
age Alaska’s wildlife resources.

Campbell was born and raised in
Petersburg and has served two gov-
ernors. She was first appointed in

May 2007 as Governor Palin’s fish-
eries policy advisor. Her responsibil-
ities included oversight of state
fisheries policies, chairing the Fish-
eries and Oceans subcabinets, serv-
ing on the Alaska Seafood Marketing
Institute Board of Directors and co-
ordinating activities of the agencies
involved in regulation and develop-
ment of the state's subsistence, per-
sonal use, sport, and commercial
fisheries. Campbell’s responsibilities
later expanded to include wildlife
and other natural resource and envi-
ronmental issues. Prior to her service
in the governor’s office, Campbell
worked in state and federal fishery
and regulatory forums, served as ex-
ecutive director of a regional fishing
association with an emphasis on eco-
nomic development and cooperative
research, supervised a public out-
reach program focusing on the fed-
eral subsistence process and served
on advisory panels to the North Pa-
cific Fishery Management Council
and the North Pacific Research
Board. She has also fished commer-
cially for salmon, herring, and crab
and managed shore operations for a
fishing business.
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News Briefs

Rep. Young to lead

subcommittee on tribal affairs

AP— U.S. Rep. Don Young will
chair the newly formed subcommittee
on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs.

The appointment was announced
last week by the incoming-chairman
of the House Natural Resources
Committee, Washington state Rep.
Doc Hastings. He said a subcommit-
tee will focus on such things as de-
veloping tribal economies and
reducing federal obstacles to tribal
job creation.

Hastings says Young brings con-
siderable knowledge to the job and
will ensure tribal issues receive

Breakfast menu items,
but not limited to:

»Biscuits *Cinnamon
Rolls =Hashbowns
sBiscuits & gravy

Breakfast is served 8 am. - 11 a.m. weekdays
8am. - 11 a.m. weekends

Mon. - Sat. - 8 a.m. to 11 p.m./Sun. * 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

proper attention. Young, a Republi-
can elected to his 20th term this fall,
says he considers the assignment a
great position for him to be in to help
Alaska and the country. The new
term of Congress began this week.

Salazar upholds oil and gas
lease sales in Chukchi Sea,
upholds “threatened” status

of polar bears

Department of Interior Secretary
Ken Salazar issued a revised offshore
oil plan that will allow drilling for oil
and gas in the Chukchi Sea. Salazar’s
announcement finalized a revised
2007-2012 nationwide offshore oil
leasing plan.

The 2007-2012 offshore oil leas-
ing plan was challenged in court and
the Court of Appeals for the District
of Columbia ruled that the plan
failed to adequately assess the envi-
ronmental impacts of opening up
areas off Alaska to drilling. A court
in Alaska also separately ruled this
year that the environmental analysis
underlying the lease sale in the
Chukchi Sea was unlawful.

In a separate but related develop-
ment, Salazar upheld a decision to
list polar bears as merely “threat-
ened,” rather than the more protec-
tive status of “endangered.” Salazar
is not only catching flak from con-
servation groups, but also faces a
lawsuit by the State of Alaska.

Alaska’s department of law sig-
naled intent to sue the Fish and
Wildlife Service over the expansive
designation of critical habitat for
polar bears. The Fish and Wildlife
Service has designated an unprece-
dented 187,157 square miles of crit-
ical habitat for the polar bear, an area
larger than 48 of the 50 states. Gov-
ernor Parnell said that additional reg-
ulations and consultations and
litigation triggered by this habitat
designation would delay jobs, in-
crease the costs of and even prevent
resource development projects.

Four men arrested in sexual

assault of a minor

Anchorage Police have arrested
four men, charging each of them
with various crimes against a minor.
The investigation began in late Sep-

continued on page 11

Located on east Front
Street across from Na-
tional Guard Armory

Take Out
Orders

443-8100

Subway Daily Specials

Monday - Turkey/Ham

Tuesday — Meatball
Wednesday — Turkey

Starting sunday, December 26

Thursday — B.M.T.
Friday — Tuna
Saturday — Roast Beef

Gotp Coast CINEMA
443-8200

Tron Legacy (30) (PG)
7p.m.

Burlesque (PG-13)
9:30 p.m.

Saturday & Sunday Matinee
130pm & 4 p.m.

Sunday — Roasted
Chicken Breast
Six-Inch Meal Deal
$6_99

Listen to ICY 100.3 FM, Coffee Crew, 7 - 9 a.m., and find
out how you can win free movie tickets!

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
January 6 - 12, 2011

EVENT PLACE TIME

Thursday, January 6
Idita-Splash has begun on 1/2 at the Pool (1049 minutes or laps by 3/31/11)
*Tennis (call ahead please)
*Open Gym
*School lunch main dish:
Chili with meat

5:30 am. - 7 a.m.
7 a.m. - noon
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Nome Rec Center
Nome Rec Center
Nome Public Schools

*Lunch Laps Pool 11:30 am. - 1 p.m.
*Tennis Nome Rec Center noon - 1 p.m.
*NACTEC Swim Pool 1 pm. -2pm
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 1 pm. -4 p.m

*Two To Get Ready video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

*I Am Your Child video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Wiffleball (grades 3 - 6) Nome Rec Center 4 p.m. - 5 p.m
*Strength Training with Robin Nome Rec Center 4:15 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
*Lap Swim Pool 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
Nome Kennel Club monthly mtg PO Bldg NKC office 5:30 p.m.

*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
*City League Basketball Nome Rec Center 5:30/6:45/8 p.m.
Miss WEIO Fundraiser NEC Trigg Hall 6 p.m.

*Water Aerobics Pool 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m
*World Dance with Seiji Nome Rec Center 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY

Friday, January 7

5:30 am. - 7 a.m.
6 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
7 am. - 10 am.

*Pick-up Basketball Nome Rec Center
*Lap Swim Pool
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center

*Quiet Time Kegoayah Library 10 a.m.

*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon

*School lunch main dish: Nome Public Schools 11 am. - 12:30 p.m.
Fish nuggets

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center

*NACTEC Swim
*CAMP class

Pool
Prematernal Home

*Soccer (grades 1 - 2) Nome Rec Center 2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m
*Soccer (Grades 3 - 5) Nome Rec Center 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
*The First Year Last Forever video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Zumba with Elizabeth M. Nome Rec Center 4:45 p.m. - 5:45 p.m
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Youth Climbing (8 & younger) Nome Rec Center 6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*Youth Climbing (9 & older) Nome Rec Center 7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Advanced Tae Kwon Do Nome Rec Center 6 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
*Tae Kwon Do with Dan Nome Rec Center 6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m
*AA Meeting Lutheran Church (rear) 8 p.m.

*Adult Drop-in Soccer Nome Rec Center 8 p.m. - 10 p.m

Saturday, January 8

Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Nome Rec Center

Prematernal Home
Prematernal Home

9 a.m.

11 am. - 1 p.m.
noon - 8 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

2:30 p.m.

Relay For Life of Nome mtg
*UMW Thrift Shop

*Open Gym

*A Helping Hand video

*Close To The Heart video

Sunday, January 9

*Water Aerobics Pool 1 pm. -2 pm.

*Stages Of Labor video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
*Sounds Of Silence video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.

*Kickbox/Tone with Jennie Nome Rec Center 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

*Open Swim Pool 2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
*Family Swim Pool 3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.
*Lap Swim Pool 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Water Polo Pool 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.

*Pick-up Women'’s Basketball

Monday, January 10

*Pick-up Basketball

Nome Rec Center 8 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Nome Rec Center 5:30 am. - 7 a.m.

*Lap Swim Pool 6 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 7 am. - 10 am.
*Kindergym Nome Rec Center 10 a.m. - noon

*School lunch main dish: Nome Public Schools
Lasagna with beef

*Open G

11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Nome Rec Center noon - 5 p.m.

*Infant Learning class Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*All About Babies video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.
*Beginning Yoga with Kari Nome Rec Center 4:15 - 5:15

Nome Rec Center
Pool
Nome Rec Center

*City League Basketball

*Water Aerobics

*Advanced Tae Kwon Do

*Tae Kwon Do with Dan

Nome Common Council reg mtg
*AA Meeting

5:30/6:45/8 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
6 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
Nome Rec Center 6:45 p.m. - 8:45 p.m.
Council Chambers 7:30 p.m.

Lutheran Church (rear) 8 p.m.

Tuesday, January 11

*Tennis (call ahead please)

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center

*School lunch main dish: Nome Public Schools
Nacho supreme with salsa and peppers

5:30 am. - 7 a.m.
7 a.m. - noon
11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Nome Rec Center

*Lunch Laps Pool 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
*Tennis Nome Rec Center noon - 2 p.m.
*NACTEC Swim Pool 1 pm. -2 pm.
*Open Gym Nome Rec Center 1 pm. -4 p.m
*Lamaze: You & Your Baby video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.

*Your Baby’s Hearing Test video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m

*Team Handball Grades 3 - 6 Nome Rec Center 4 p.m. - 5 pm

Nome Rec Center
Pool

*Strength Training with Robin
*Lap Swim

*City League Basketball Nome Rec Center 5

*Kripalu Yoga with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
*Nome Food Bank Bering & Seppala 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
*Open Swim Pool 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m.

*AA Teleconference: 1-800-914-3396 (CODE: 3534534#) 7 p.m.

*Thrift Shop Methodist Church 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ONLY

Wednesday, January 12

*Pick-up Basketball Nome Rec Center

*Lap Swim Pool

*Open Gym Nome Rec Center

*Kindergym Nome Rec Center

*School lunch main dish: Nome Public Schools
Popcorn chicken

*Open Gym

*Rotary Club

5:30 am. - 7 a.m.

6 a.m. - 7:30 a.m.

7 am. - 10 a.m.

10 a.m. - noon

11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Nome Rec Center
Airport Pizza

noon - 10 p.m.

Nome Rec Center 5 .
Pool 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Nome Rec Center 6:

Nome Rec Center
Nome Visitors Center
Nome Rec Center

*Intermediate Baton

*Family Swim

*Advanced Tae Kwon Do

*Tae Kwon Do

*Hello Central (also on Channel 98)
*Night Owl Yoga with Kelly B.

Community points of interest hours of operation:

Carrie McLain Memorial Museum  Front Street 1 pm.-5pm. (Tu-F)
>>>>>> Additional hours by appointment

Library Hours Kegoayah Library noon - 8 p.m. (M - Th)
>>>>>> noon - 6 p.m. (F - Sa)

Nome Visitor Center 9am.-5pm. (M-F)

Northwest Campus Library 2 pm. -9 p.m. (M - Th)
S>>>>> 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. (Sa)

XYZ Center 8am.-4pm. (M-F)

*NACTEC Swim Pool 1 pm. -2 pm
*Staying Sane video Prematernal Home 1:30 p.m.
*Junior High Swim Pool 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m
*Care Of A Sick Child video Prematernal Home 2:30 p.m.
*Gymnastics Grades 3+ with Kelly K. Nome Rec Center 4 p.m. - 5p.m
*Beginning Baton Nome Rec Center .-

30 p.m

Front Street
Northwest Campus

Center Street

Did you eat 5 today?

Fruits and vegetables help fight cancer, heart dis-
ease and high blood pressure. Eat five servings a
day! Canned and frozen fruits and vegetables are
just as good for you as fresh—just
rinse off sugary or salty syrups or
cream sauces.

Norton Sound Health Corporation

Community Calendar sponsored by Norton Sound Health Corporation, 443-3311
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e Savoonga

continued from page 1

of the 210 AVEC powered homes
were out of service, while flown-in
linesmen were working on the power
poles in -40°F wind chills and trying
to determine the cause of the out-
ages. “It was like chasing gremlins
around,” Kohler said, describing
how linesmen worked non-stop to re-
store the failing power in the extreme
weather conditions.

By nighttime Dec. 30, the airport
lights were back on and the gas sta-
tion was powered again. The clinic
was off power, but was hooked up to
the adjacent fire hall. Also, it became
apparent that there was no problem
with power generation, but that salt
was the culprit to blame for the dis-
aster. Kohler said that while there
was a generation technician on
stand-by, a generator problem could
be solved by simply changing a fuse.
Residents with woodstoves or back-
up generators were able to pull
through the emergency situation on
their own. But a store clerk said that
city hall and the school were packed
with people trying to find refuge.
Since the power outages began, the
school served as the emergency shel-
ter and housed more than 100 peo-
ple for a few nights, said principal
Roxy Quick. She said on Monday
that the last people left on Jan. 2,
leaving the school impeccable and
with “thank you” notes on the teach-
ers’ desks in appreciation of having
been able to use the classrooms as
temporary homes. On Jan. 3, school
was back in session.

On Jan. 2, linesmen were still re-
sponding to outages here and there.
Although temperatures have warmed
up, a southeast wind now had kicked
up with gusts up to 40 mph and bliz-
zard conditions prevailed, causing
icing and power lines slapping. Line
crews continued to respond to out-
ages as they occurred. By the morn-
ing of Jan. 3, Kohler said that power

was on in all locations, but that salt
tracking would still continue to cause
intermittent outages.

A plan to de-ice the lines with the
airplane deicing fluid propylene gly-
col was called off when AVEC found
out that the fluid is not compatible
with galvanized metal and that sticky
residue could lead to further salt
build-up. Kohler said they have con-
sulted with North Slope oilfield op-
erations managers and came to the
conclusion that the use of plain water
with a high-pressure washer would
do the trick to clean up the salt from
the hardware.

On Jan. 3, AVEC was testing an
extension wand with a pressure
washer at their facility in Anchorage
and planned to ship it to Savoonga.

Savoonga vice-mayor Elvin
Noongwook said that the salt spray
freezing on power lines was a pecu-
liar problem that has not been expe-
rienced in Savoonga before. He said
that the ocean usually is frozen by
this time of the year.

As soon as the emergency became
apparent, the city of Savoonga con-
tacted the state’s division of Home-
land Security and Emergency
Management. They worked with the
Red Cross to send needed items to
the island. Kawerak’s Melanie
Bahnke said that Kawerak, while not
an emergency services provider, fa-
cilitated the collection of food and
supplies and arranged for transport to
Savoonga. Airlines Bering Air and
Era flew the donations to Savoonga
free of charge.

Noongwook said that pipes burst
in many homes as well as in the
Headstart building. He said it’s yet
too early to know the total damage to
all the homes and businesses. How-
ever, Noongwook said they still need
medications, cough syrup and non-
perishable food items.

The city of Savoonga issued a dis-
aster declaration. On Jan. 4, a team
from the Alaska Division of Emer-

gency Management was headed out
to Savoonga to assess the damage
and to determine the next steps that
the state needs to take, said the divi-
sion’s Jeremy Zedek. The Bering
Strait Regional Housing Authority
sent out plumbers to deal with the
problem of broken and burst pipes in
the community.

A store clerk said the store is back
on power, but the shelves are empty.
Most of the canned goods, fresh food
and perishables were handed out by
candlelight to feed the people during
the week of power outages. Store
employees worked day and night to
hand out food and then to clean up
the store. Ironically, a load of 800
pounds of groceries was sitting in
Nome waiting to be flown to the is-
land, but held back because it would
have frozen in the store. The Red
Cross sent out 400 pounds of food
and supplies in the form of bottled
water, blankets, nonperishable food,
basic medicines and baby formula.

Kelley McGuirk, disaster services
director with the Red Cross, said the
organization works closely with the
Alaska Division of Emergency Man-
agement. “Our goal was to help fill
the immediate needs of the commu-
nity,” she said. The Adventist Com-
munity Services group also sent 20
sleeping bags, propane cans and
space heaters. McGuirk said they re-
frained from sending personnel up to
help as they didn’t want to over-
crowd the town with yet more
mouths to feed and to give shelter to.

McGuirk and Zedek at the Divi-
sion of Emergency Management
agree that preparedness is key and
that this disaster brings home the
message of having remote commu-
nities trained in emergency re-
sponse. “Mayor Myron Kingeekuk
was given a very difficult task to see
the community through a challeng-
ing time, and they did great,” Zedek
said. He praised the city for re-
questing assistance when they

LAST GAME OF THE YEAR —Mitch Erickson (left) and Wilson
Bourdon chase after the puck Dec. 31. Hockey games take place very
Friday and Sunday evening at 7 p.m. on Nome’s ice rink.

Photo by Nadja Roessek

needed it and said that the mayor
has done a great job, especially con-
sidering that he’s been on the job for
only a short time. Zedek said the di-
vision seeks to prepare communities
in emergency response. “I had one
person call to thank us and to re-
quest information on how to prepare
for emergencies,” McGuirk said.
She said she would love to offer
courses to help small communities
prepare for emergencies.

As of press time, power remains
on to all locations in Savoonga, but
there were intermittent outages due

to salt tracking. Kohler said the
power system did not sustain any
damage other than the cost of re-
sponding to the emergency. She
added that the ordeal ruined the hol-
iday plans for the linesmen, but that
they were happy to help out and re-
store power to the people of
Savoonga. Kohler said that while
burying lines in rocky areas like
Savoonga or areas with permafrost is
completely impractical, AVEC is
now looking at technologies like spe-
cial coating on power lines that may
be suitable to withstand salt spray.

o Utility

continued from page 1

largest portion, 92.1 percent, is invested in cap-
ital assets—land, buildings, machinery and
equipment—less outstanding debt to pay for
the assets. These assets are used to serve the
customers, so are locked away from spending.

* Figures showed cash and cash equiva-
lents—demand deposits to equal $338,859 at
the end of 2009, compared to $2,559,164 at the
end of 2008. Utilities manager said that grants
receivable replenished the cashbox.

* Diesel fuel has been the largest expense.

* Rates generated sufficient cash flow to
covering operating costs, debt paying and cap-
ital investments in the plant, but did not cover
depreciation. Depreciation produced a paper
loss because a recent accounting law (GASB
34) demands the utility charge the entire de-
preciation of the entire plant as an operating ex-
pense. Financial statements showed net
operating revenues for 2009 of $13,390,390
and, with depreciation expense of $4,529,587,

total operating expenses of $16,995.471, show-
ing an operating loss of $3,605,081.

¢ A 20-year purchase agreement with Ban-
ner Wind provided 487,500 kilowatts to the
NJUS power grid in 2009, reducing NJUS’
diesel consumption by about 32,500 gallons.
Banner Wind, whose red lights twinkle away
on Banner Peak, is an independent wind
generation project owned by Bering Straits
and Sitnasuak Native corporations. NJUS is
pursuing studies to erect its own wind farm
in the future.

* NJUS continued to improve the water and
sewer infrastructure with federal and state grant
assistance: $4.3 million in 2009 and $3.5 mil-
lion in 2008.

Board members were vendors?
Notes to Basic Financial Statements show
an item stating that NJUS “has made payments
for services and equipment rental to entities
and individuals that are on the Utility’s Board
of Directors or the City Council. Payments to

related parties totaled $115,865 and $567,457
respectively for the years ended December 31,
2009 and 2008.”

Utility manager John K. Handeland was not
available for comment Monday. A number of
public office holders in the two entities have
occupations and businesses in the construction,
heavy equipment and electrical trades.

In a couple separate statements concerning
state and federal grant money, auditors said
their examination showed that NJUS had in-
ternal controls to safeguard major programs,
but noted that one audit report on federal
money passed through the state Department of
Conservation had been reported late. Hande-
land and Bost noted that the pertinent agree-
ment with DEC showing a breakdown
between federal and state money had not been
provided to NJUS for signature until after the
deadline. Handeland said there were timelines
in dealing with grant agencies that were out-
side of the utility’s control.

“The fault is on the state, but we are not au-

diting the state, so we have to write it up on
NJUS,” Bost said.

Report made public

In several places the Mikunda Cottrell audit
report states that the information is solely for
the use of NJUS management, board members
and others within the entity and federal and
state awarding agencies ... “and is not intended
to be and should not be used by anyone other
than these specified parties.”

This, of course, is hogwash, federal and state
laws on the books say information on the
spending of public funds is by law available to
members of the public on demand.

NJUS is a component of City of Nome, or-
ganized as an enterprise fund, which means it is
financed and operated like a private business.
Nevertheless, as a government organization, its
operations and documents fall under federal
and state open record “sunshine” laws. NJUS
had copies of the report available for the pub-
lic at its Dec. 21 meeting.
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assessment; Steve Gast, principal,
and Carmen Russo, assistant princi-
pal, Nome-Beltz High School; David
Keller, principal of Nome Elementary
School and director of special educa-
tion; and Sandy Harvey, special edu-
cation coordinator.

Wehde’s district office team mem-
bers are Larry Thomas, operations
manager; Bill Gartung, human re-
sources manager and executive sec-
retary for the board; and Cathi
Wotjanek, finance manager.

Wehde recommended a 3 percent
pay increase for the leadership team
members in FY12. He gave the board
copies of the current 12-step pay
scale for principals and assistant
principals with 205-day or 210-day
contracts to compare with his pro-
posed FY12 pay scale for certified
directors, coordinators and principals
with 205-day or 210-day contracts.
The proposed pay schedule includes
a 3 percent rate increase.

“As the leadership team at NPS
is not part of a bargaining unit, it
falls to the superintendent to review
that pay scale or not and recom-
mend to the board rates of compen-
sation that are commensurate with
the other schools in Alaska when
desired,” Wehde wrote in an e-mail
to The Nome Nugget following the
meeting. “I have chosen FY12 as a
year for an adjustment.”

In the e-mail Wehde said the 3
percent salary increase he is rec-
ommending for the leadership team
does not apply to the superinten-
dent’s district office team mem-
bers, all of whom are exempt staff
with 260-day contracts. They are
not part of a bargaining unit and
they serve at the pleasure of the su-
perintendent with the approval of
the board, he explained.

During the work session Wehde
said his recommendation for an up-
dated pay schedule for the leadership
team is a retainment/recruitment
issue, and this is a good time to pres-
ent it to the board because they are
not distracted by salary negotiations
with bargaining units for FY12. “I
want to bring it to the table in Janu-
ary,” he added.

“I can’t recall the board having a
choice in those steps,” said Board
President Gloria Karmun. Wehde de-
scribed the current pay schedule as
an “old, old table.” Noting that he al-
ways consults with Karmun on top-
ics for board meeting agendas,
Wehde said she will provide guid-
ance to him on whether to bring his
recommendations to the board for
action at the meeting scheduled for
Jan. 11. Board member Barb Nickels
said she would be happy to have
them as an action item.

“This is the leadership team we
need for the upcoming school year,”
Wehde said.

Nickels said three years ago NPS
had to cut a lot of positions and
ended up struggling and drowning.
Wehde said costs are up, enrollment
is static, and he does not anticipate a
need to cut a lot of positions in
FY12. He will look at attrition if
necessary, he added. “We have a
fine leadership team and a superin-
tendent paid to make recommenda-
tions and we’ve already shrunk
down,” Nickels said.

Board member Betsy Brennan
said when the NPS budget was cut
by $270,000, the special education
director had to leave, and work re-
lated to the position was con-
tracted out to save money. “Dave
[Keller] has two huge positions,”
she noted. “I understand why,
but—.” Keller serves as both ele-
mentary school principal and spe-
cial education director.

Wehde said his predecessor as
NPS superintendent, Rick Luthi,
chose Nancy Guthrie to replace the
special education director on a once-
a-month basis. By coincidence, she
was brought on just before the 712-
student drop in enrollment, he added.

Brennan expressed concern that
special education is being short-
changed. She also said that Harvey
does a wonderful job.

Wehde said Keller surfaced and
said he would do both jobs, so NPS
contracted with him and Harvey. Har-

vey served the district as a special ed-
ucation teacher for many years before
becoming special education coordina-
tor. Wehde said Harvey is a coordina-
tor, but she is working in an
administrative capacity under Keller’s
supervision. If either left, NPS would
have a big problem, he added.

Board member Barb Amarok
raised several questions about job de-
scriptions. She asked why one of
them says the jobholder must possess
or be eligible for a Type B Adminis-
trative Certificate instead of requir-
ing possession of the certificate.

“We would deem eligible someone
who was principal in Washington
state for six years,” Wehde replied.
He said some job descriptions are old,
and some have been updated for new
positions. “Job descriptions are very
fluid and we try not to change them
just to fit a person,” he said. How-
ever, he added that all of the job de-
scriptions need work.

Amarok said item 9 in the job
description for the coordinator of
curriculum and assessment seems
odd because it reads: “Conducts
formal certified staff observations.”
Wehde said it is not unusual for
staff with a Type B certificate to do
that. Brennan recalled that Wehde
has said he wants more staff with
Type B certificates at the elemen-
tary school. Nickels said it could be
an advantage to keep the item in the
job description.

Brennan noted that when NPS had
to make huge budget cuts, the board
had piled many jobs onto Wehde.
Wehde said he can’t do without any
of the leadership team positions. “I
will not back down off any of them
unless there are severe budget cuts,”
he said. “I need FY12 to set the
strategic plan in place.”

“I think it is important for the
board to see the actual job descrip-
tions before we give you blanket ap-
proval,” Amarok said. Wehde said
the job descriptions can be revised.

“I don’t see it as board approval
or not,” Nickels said. “I see it as
honoring the superintendent’s rec-
ommendations.”

“The more information the better,”
board member Marie Tozier said.

Superintendent evaluation

The board discussed with Wehde
the process for the superintendent
evaluation to be conducted in Janu-
ary. Wehde said he will submit his
self-evaluation through Gartung to
the board along with copies of his
current contract. Karmun said
board members will receive evalua-
tion forms, do individual evalua-
tions of Wehde, come to consensus
in an executive session and then
meet with Wehde.

NPS budget timelines

Wotjanek said NPS is slightly
under budget for the current school
year due to a decrease in classified
personnel. Open classified positions
are being advertised now, she added.
She said the winter budget revision
report needs to be refined and she
hopes to have it ready in January.
She cited staff illnesses among rea-
sons for the delayed report.

Wehde presented the board with a
proposed FY12 budget development
and adoption schedule. He noted that in
the past key budget items to come be-
fore the board at regular meetings in
January have included approval of the
superintendent’s contract and approval
of exempt and administrative contracts.

The target dates for rehiring
tenured and non-tenured teachers are
Feb. 9 and Feb. 15, respectively,
Wehde said. Nickels asked whether
he knows of any teachers who do not
plan to return to NPS in FY12. “No,”
he replied. Gartung said the turnover
rate among teachers was 12 percent
last year. Other timelines for FY12
budget preparation are:

¢ Feb. 22—Present the main rev-
enue, expense and enrollment esti-
mates in a working draft at a board
work session;

e March 8—Present the draft
budget at a regular board meeting;

e March 22—Discuss the draft
budget at a board work session.

e April 11—Conduct a public
hearing on the draft budget, followed
by a special board work session.

e April 13—Discuss the draft
budget at a regular board meeting.

* April 26— Adopt the budget at a
special board meeting following a
board work session.

e April 29—Submit the FY12
budget adopted by the board to the
Nome Common Council for approval
of the requested appropriation.

Wehde suggested the board con-
sider having one of its members pres-
ent the FY12 budget at a council
meeting in May. Karmun said the
board will take a more active role in
the budget preparation process this
year. “Wonderful,” Wehde said.

School calendar issues

Wehde suggested that a school
day be scheduled March 24 to make
up for a day when school was
closed due to inclement weather.
The board will decide whether to
amend the current school calendar
to move in-service days for parent-
teacher conferences from Thursday
and Friday, March 24-25 to Friday
and Saturday, March 25-26. Nick-
els said holding parent-teacher con-
ferences on a Saturday may
increase parent participation.

The board reviewed committee
recommendations for the proposed
FY12 school calendar, which is
much like the current calendar. The
draft FY12 calendar provides a 10-
day break for the Christmas holidays
(9 days of unpaid vacation and 1 paid
holiday) and a five-day break during
the Iditarod Sled Dog Race, all of
which are unpaid vacation days.

It also includes 188 teacher con-
tract days, five legal holidays, three
teacher work days, five instruction-
ally related in-service days, four in-
service days used for parent-teacher
conferences, and 171 student bodies-
in-seat days. School would open
Aug. 22, 2011 and close May 23,
2012 under the proposed calendar.

Amarok called for more effort to
seek public input to the FY12
school calendar. She said it is not
enough to publish the agenda for
the Jan. 11 board meeting, which

will include action on the proposed
calendar. She suggested posting an
announcement on page 1 of the
NPS website that the board will
adopt an FY12 school calendar at
the Jan. 11 meeting and invite sug-
gestions. In addition, Karmun sug-
gested publishing information
about the proposed calendar on the
website’s school board page.

FY12 board calendar

The board reviewed a draft of its
calendar for FY12. The annual
Legislative Fly-in and Youth Advo-
cacy Institute sponsored by the
Alaska Association of School
Boards (AASB) is scheduled Jan.
29-Feb. 1 in Juneau. Attendees dis-
cuss issues influencing education,
meet with legislators and learn how
new legislation will affect their
school districts. “Jan. 7 is the reg-
istration deadline to catch the room
rate,” Wehde said.

Noting that the draft FY12 board
calendar lists four quarterly strategic
plan reports, including one in July,
Nickels said the board has talked
about three reports. “I will make a
note of that,” Wehde said. “So three

major ones is what I'm hearing, with
the strategic plan as an umbrella.”

Brennan told Wehde the board
wants a description of the process
used to evaluate staff. Wehde said he
will provide board members with
copies of the manual on how to eval-
uate staff that is used by NPS princi-
pals and supervisors.

Several board members said they
favor conducting a board evaluation
in June using the AASB board eval-
uation tool.

Other topics discussed

Berkely provided the board with
a preliminary strategic plan up-
date. The board is scheduled to re-
ceive a major strategic plan report
on Jan. 11.

Wehde requested and received ap-
proval from Karmun to implement
the AASB School Climate and Con-
nectedness Survey at NPS. An
AASB brochure describes the survey
as follows: “A useful tool for schools
looking to strengthen their overall
climate and connectedness, improve
their approach to increasing student
achievement and help kids succeed
beyond the classrooom.”

Governor’s draft budget
shows money for Dist. 39

Gov. Sean Parnell’s proposed
state spending plan released Dec. 15
proposes $10.5 billion for next year,
showing an increase of 8.5 percent
from the general fund, making a total
of about $5.5 billion coming from
the general fund.

A quick comb of the budget
shows around $31.4 million coming
to Nome and Legislative District 39.
Projects to receive money include:
Nome Elementary School boiler re-
placement, $546,000; Anvil Moun-
tain Correctional Center, 715,000;
installation of solar panel at AANG
hangar, $200,000 (federal); Nome

Armory, deferred maintenance,
$950,000; Nome-Council Rd., Mile
4-16, $4.5 million.

The budget plans $2.5 million for
surface access to mining areas and
resource development, giving equal
shares of planning funds ($1.25 mil-
lion) to the Western Access road
from Fairbanks area to Nome and a
road into Ambler mining resources.

Overall, Parnell has penciled in
$100 million for deferred maintenance,
$75 million for a state crime lab, $109
million for UAF-Fairbanks Live Sci-
ences Building, and $25 million for the
Renewable Energy Grant Fund.
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Meet Greg Fite

WITH GREG ON THE JOB, YOU CAN FLY FEELING SECURE.

For Era Freight Supervisor Greg Fite, safety is his No. 1 priority. It’s the first thing he
thinks about for his wife, son, two daughters and five grandkids — who all live in Kenai
— when they fly. In fact, it’s the main reason he’s been with Era for 26 years.

“They are the safest company going — that’s why | started working here. Our airplanes
and equipment are very well taken care of.”

See for yourself how employees like Greg take great care of Era Alaska’s customers.
With flights to more than 100 communities statewide, Era has a safe and fast route to
get you to your top priorities.
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Bringing Alaskans Together

“5 refers to number of segments flown. Each flown segment earns 10 points.
50 points may be used for a Basic, one-way travel award. Ask your local Era Alaska agent for more details.
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MULTIPLE SEARCHES — Area search and rescue crews as well as the Alaska State Troopers have conducted
multiple searches in the region this winter. The Troopers have just called off searches for Kenneth Lee and John
Koezuna. Lee disappeared Dec. 16 between Brevig Mission and Teller (shown on the upper, left map) and is
thought by Troopers to have fallen through the ice on Port Clarence.

Koezuna left a cabin Dec. 20 on Woolley Lagoon, en route to Nome by foot. Koezuna’s backpack and gun were
found by search crews Jan. 2 near the Sinuk River close to the Bering Sea coast (shown on lower, right map).
Troopers believe Koezuna either walked out onto unstable ice in bad weather or tried to hunker down to es-
cape the elements before succumbing and being covered by snow.

Search called off for Teller man

Troopers believe Kenneth Lee disappeared into Port Clarence waters

By Tyler Rhodes

Search and rescue efforts for a 22-
year-old Teller man have been called
off after no sign of Kenneth Lee
could be found following an effort
that spanned more than a week.

Lee was reported missing to
Alaska State Troopers early in the
morning Dec. 16 when he failed to
arrive home in Teller after leaving
Brevig Mission by snowmachine at
midnight that day. Alaska State
Troopers called off the search Dec.
24 after concluding that Lee likely
ended up in the water.

According to Trooper reports, be-
fore leaving Brevig Mission, Lee in-
quired about traveling directly
between the two villages over the
Port Clarence ice. Troopers said he
was advised to take a safer route.
Trooper Sgt. Andrew Merrill said
searchers located a snowmachine

e Koezuna search

continued from page 1

Steiger said the pack contained
some items that could be used for
survival, including food, dry socks
and other gear to keep warm. He
said there was no water bottle lo-
cated with the pack, assuming
Koezuna would have kept one with
him wherever he went. “It’s a
shame to see him leave anything
behind,” Steiger said.

The backpack and gun were
found by six members of the Nome
Search and Rescue team who
snowmachined along the coast Jan.
2, the day after a blizzard. Weather

trail that led to a patch of open water.
Merrill said while it couldn’t be con-
firmed that the trail was created by
Lee, he said extensive, fruitless
search efforts led to the conclusion
that Lee most likely disappeared in
Port Clarence.

The day Lee was reported miss-
ing, hasty search teams from the two
villages covered area snowmachine
trails while airlines were alerted to
keep a look out for the missing man.
A chartered Navajo plane also at-
tempted to search from the air Dec.
16 but was forced to turn back after
less than an hour due to deteriorating
weather conditions.

The villages of Brevig Mission
and Teller are approximately six
miles apart as the crow flies and are
separated by Grantley Harbor and
Port Clarence. Narrow spits protrude
north from Teller and south from

Brevig Mission, dividing the two
large bodies of water that ice over in
the winter. Travel between the two
villages over the ice by snowma-
chine or four-wheeler is common,
however ice conditions can vary
widely. Already one Teller resident
was lost to a snowmachine falling
through the ice Nov. 24. Searchers
recovered the body of Barbara
Scholten from the ice on Grantley
Harbor Nov. 29.

As with the search for Scholten,
weather hampered search efforts for
Lee. High winds, ground storms and
heavy snow all impeded rescue
crews. Crews from Teller, Brevig
Mission, Shishmaref and Nome all
participated in the effort. After sev-
eral days of ground searches, Troop-
ers chartered an aircraft from Bering
Air and flew spotters from Nome
Search and Rescue to conduct and

conditions have varied since
Koezuna departed from the cabin at
Woolley Lagoon, with high winds
and severely cold wind-chills dom-
inating weather patterns in the days
after he started his trek. Despite
warming temperatures as of Dec.
30, high winds and snowstorms
have limited search efforts.
Merrill said Troopers believe
Koezuna either became hypother-
mic during his attempted walk and
wandered out onto the sea ice or he
tried to dig in to the snow to
weather out the storm. He said
Troopers will stage aerial seaches
in the spring after the snow recedes

The most self-reliant people on earth RELY ON US.

Ryan Air provides 73 Bush villages
medical supplies, vehicles and more. An
shipment as if life depends on it, because ou

to attempt to locate Koezuna.

Merrill said multiple ground
search efforts have taken place as
well as aerial searches using an Air
Force C-130, Trooper aircraft and
a Bering Air plane Caravan char-
tered by a King Island group. Mer-
rill said search efforts were
concentrated in the Woolley La-
goon area and along the coast.

Merrill expressed gratitude on
behalf of the Troopers for the efforts
of Nome Volunteer Search and Res-
cue crews and the King Island group
who rented the plane. “We appreci-
ate their efforts and everyone in-
volved,” he said.

d we treat every
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aerial search between the two vil-
lages. With no sign of Lee spotted
during the flight, the Troopers called
of their search the next day.
Troopers said they would re-
sume search and recovery efforts if
they received information that
would increase the likelihood of re-
covering Lee. Troopers ask that
anyone with information on Lee

contact the Nome Troopers post at
(907) 443-2835.

Sgt. Merrill recommends that peo-
ple travel during the day when they
can see where they are going and to
file a travel plan with someone.
Travel plan forms can be found on
the Alaska State Trooper website or
can be obtained from a village police
officer or public safety officer.
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Kawerak Inc.
Child Advocacy Genter

Did You Know?

Young girls who are sexually abused are 3 times more
likely to develop psychiatric disorders or alcoholism, drug
abuse in adulthood than girls who are not sexually abused.

For more information, resources or help contact the
Child Advocacy Genter at 443-4379

Johnson CPA LLC

Certified Public Accountants

Milton D. Johnson, CPA
Mark A. Johnson, CPA

For ALL your accounting needs!
Please call for an appointment.
Mark is in the office daily * 8 a.m. — 5 p.m.

* Business and personal income tax preparation

and planning

* Computerized bookkeeping and payroll services

* Financial statements

122 West First Avenue * Nome, AK 99762
443-5565




