
By Laurie McNicholas
Norton Sound Economic Devel-

opment Corp. plans to study the fea-
sibility of a shore-based fish
processing plant in Shaktoolik or an
at-sea processor to serve Shaktoolik
and neighboring villages. 

Results of the study are to be pre-
sented to the company’s board of di-
rectors at budget meetings this fall.
NSEDC currently operates a crab
and halibut processing plant in Nome
and a plant in Unalakleet to process

salmon and herring. 
Chum salmon returned to Norton

Sound this year in numbers well
above the average run anticipated.
By the end of July the Norton Sound
commercial chum catch topped
100,000 fish for the first time since
1988. More commercial fishers than
usual participated in the chum har-
vest, and some complained that in-
adequate tender capacity restricted
their efforts. 

Harvey Sookiayak of Shaktoolik,
a member of the executive commit-
tee of the NSEDC board of directors,
asked the committee to support his
processing facility proposal titled,
“Critical Need for Fisheries Devel-
opment in Shaktoolik” at an Aug. 3
meeting of the committee in Nome.

Sookiayak said this was the year
for commercial salmon fishermen to
make money, but tender operations
were limited. Noting that numbers of
salmon permit holders have in-
creased in Shaktoolik, he said more
villagers are looking for permits for
next year.   

Dean Peterson, Golovin’s board
member, said Unalakleet processing
plant manager Middy Johnson has
important ideas that should be ex-
plored. “I recognize the tender ca-
pacity problem,” he added. “It’s a
real important factor.”  

Dan Harrelson of White Moun-
tain, NSEDC president and board

chairman, recited the following fig-
ures to illustrate a dramatic increase
in commercial salmon fishing per-
mits in recent years: “Unalakleet,
2003: 20 permits, 2009: 49 permits;
Shaktoolik, 2003: 9 permits, 2009:
24 permits; Elim, 2003: 0 permits,
2009: 15 permits.”

Tendering fish from Shaktoolik

to Unalakleet is a long haul, Harrel-
son noted. He said better processing
capability will result in a better
quality product that is easier to sell,
and he is 100 percent behind Sooki-
ayak’s proposal.

“I agree with all comments,” said
Nome’s board member Don Stiles.
He noted that the F/V Inaliq, the

longest of NSEDC’s four tenders,
has been inoperable this year. Rich
Ferry, manager of the Nome pro-
cessing plant, told the committee that
the Inaliq had filled with 30,000 gal-
lons of water while docked at Se-
ward last winter. He said the
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THEY’RE OFF—Runners blast off the line at the start of the Anvil 59-Minute, 37-Second Challenge Aug. 12 at the base of Anvil Mountain. For more on the race, see page 10.

SHUFFLING THE CAMPUS—Chris Truitt helps with the project to move the UAF Northwest Campus
buildings to new locations Sunday, Aug 15.

By Tyler Rhodes
This year’s measuring of

Nome’s schools against state and
federal standards has produced
mixed results. 

For Nome-Beltz Junior/Senior
High School the news from the April
testing was good; the school for the
first time in years has made the grade
in the state’s eyes, achieving what is
referred to as adequate yearly
progress, or AYP. Nome-Beltz only
made AYP once before in 2006.

Locally, Nome-Beltz joins the
Anvil City Science Academy charter
school and the Extensions Corre-
spondence school for homeschooled
children in making AYP.

Nome Elementary School did not
fare as well, again missing AYP. The
elementary school joins the Nome
Youth Facility in missing the mark

for the 2009-2010 school year. The
elementary school has made AYP
once before in 2007.

The AYP yardstick measures how
students in the state’s schools score
on math, reading and writing tests
given over three days each April. The
percentage of students in grades 3-10
deemed proficient in the categories
largely determines if a school is said
to make AYP. Other items such as
graduation rates, attendance and im-
provement over a previous year’s re-
sults also factor into AYP.

Nome-Beltz made the cut this
year largely because of its improve-
ment over last year’s performance.
While still not meeting the state’s
targets of 77.18 percent of students
scoring proficient in reading and

Nome-Beltz 
makes the 
grade

continued on page 9

continued on page 7

C

On the Web:
www.nomenugget.net
E-mail:
nugget@nomenugget.com

VOLUME CIX NO. 33 AUGUST 19, 2010

NSEDC explores fish plant for Shaktoolik

Photo by Tyler Rhodes

FANCY FERRY—Rev. Youl Rhee of the Nome Presbyterian Church takes a picture Aug. 13 of a helicopter
taking off from the RV Araon, a Korean Icebreaker anchored just offshore from Nome after an Arctic ex-
pedition. A group of Nomeites were invited on the ship for a meal and a tour. For more, see page 11.

Study will look into
a shore-based or
floating processor
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Lisa knows the challenges 
of life in rural Alaska.  High 
fuel and transportation costs 
make simply providing food 
and warm shelter a challenge 
that many other residents of 
the state take for granted.  Lisa 
helped double the funding provided through LIHEAP to 
help o�set escalating costs, and she has been a strong 
advocate for utilizing local resources for energy.  �e 
region is blessed with natural resources that can provide 
local energy and the jobs needed for a vibrant economy.

Building sustainable communities is Lisa�s top priority 
for the region.  While jobs and reliable energy are 
critical, Lisa knows that we need to continue to invest in 
infrastructure and services that communities need to be 
healthy.  She helped secure additional resources for rural 
water and sanitation issues.  She also was a co-sponsor 
of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act and helped 
reauthorize the Head Start Act which ensures that our 
youngest children have access to high quality early 
childhood education.

She�s Fighting to Protect It!

Paid for and authorized by Lisa Murkoswki for U.S. Senate � P.O. Box 100847, Anchorage, AK 99510 
907-258-5472 � 1-888-958-5472 � campaign@lisamurkowski.com � www.LisaMurkowski.com

NORTON SOUND
Lisa Murkowski Respects 
the Unique Lifestyle in

 

Lisa will continue to �ght for Alaska. 

� Lisa has always been there for us in 
Nome.  She understands that we need 
to develop our local resources to provide 
jobs and opportunities for our youngest 
residents, and she�s working to make 
that happen.�  
 �Mayor Denise Michaels, Nome

� Lisa truly cares about Alaskan families.  
I know that she considers our best 
interests thousands of miles away in 
Unalakleet with every action she takes 
in Washington, DC.�  
 �Donna Erickson, Unalakleet 

� Lisa knows that small businesses are 
the lifeblood of Alaska.  She recognizes 
that we can continue to provide good 
local jobs as long as the government 
stays out of the way.�  
 �Matt Tompter, Nome
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By Tyler Rhodes
Nomeites may have thought the

Coast Guard was paying another
visit last week, but the large red
and white vessel floating just off
Nome�s beaches actually hails from
South Korea. 

The RV Araon, a 6,950-ton,
360-foot icebreaker, paid its sec-
ond visit to Nome after spending
two months conducting research
in the Arctic waters north of
Alaska. The stops in Nome served
as the embarking and disembark-
ing point for many of the scien-
tists and crew who worked to
gather baseline data and conduct
studies primarily in the Canada
Basin several hundred miles north
of Alaska�s northern coast.

While Nome served as a port for
the vessel for several days last week,
the ship�s captain took the opportu-
nity to turn the tables and host ap-
proximately two dozen Nomeites
Aug. 13. At the invitation of Captain
Kim Hyun-ryul, the guests were
treated to an exquisite Korean meal
and a tour of the state-of-the-art, 2-
year-old icebreaker.

With too deep a draft to be able to
dock at Nome�s port, guests were
flown from Nome to the ship via hel-
icopter. During its voyage into the
Arctic, the Araon carried two heli-
copters aboard. 

Designed to be able to cut
through more than three feet of ice
and filled full of high-tech labs and
research equipment, the Araon al-
lows the South Korean government
to join the cadre of nations devot-
ing increased attention to Arctic re-
search. During its two months in
the Arctic Ocean, the 50 scientists
aboard measured everything from
the profile of the sea floor to the
different varieties of plankton pres-
ent in the icy waters. 

The guests from Nome were pre-
sented with a slideshow document-
ing the crew�s work over the last
two months before being treated to
an authentic Korean meal. Testing
their skill with chopsticks, the
Nomeites sampled fried croaker (a
fish that is considered a delicacy in
Korea), kimchi, a spicy soup, fried
cod that was nearly candied, mung
bean pancakes, varieties of sea-
weed, radish, shrimp, a chicken and
potato dish in a red sauce, and rice,
among other treats.

Following the meal, the guests
were able to walk off lunch with a
tour of the large vessel. The group
was walked through several labs,

BUILT FOR ICE (above)�The icebreaker Araon floats just off Nome�s coast Aug. 13. The newly constructed
ship made its second stop in Nome last week. Nome served as an embarking and disembarking point for the
ship�s research crews.

TASTY TOUR (right)�Nomeites Loretta Bullard (right), Jerald Brown (center) and Loren Prosser sample tra-
ditional Korean cuisine during a visit to the Korean icebreaker Araon that ported in Nome after two months
of Arctic research.

Icebreaker gives a glance into
Korean culture, Arctic research

Photos by Tyler Rhodes

continued on page 12

Glimmering new 
ship set to gather 
yearly data on 
Arctic conditions
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Across
1. Author Roald
5. Church part
10. Common Market inits.
13. Comply with
14. Bob’s companion
15. Brand, in a way
16. Bermuda rig
18. About
19. Victorian, for one
20. Torments
22. Protectors
26. Long, long time
27. "___ of Eden"
28. "Thank You (Falettinme Be 

Mice ___ Agin)" (#1 hit of 1970)
29. Pistol, slangily
30. Dirty
32. "The Beast of ___ Flats" 

(1961 sci-fi bomb)
36. Lentil, e.g.
38. Graduated glass tube
40. Come into view
41. High nest: Var.
43. Facilitates
45. Center
46. Harvest goddess
48. Copper
49. Mail place: Abbr.
50. Offers lower prices
55. Memory loss
56. "___ any drop to drink": Co

leridge
57. Large wading bird
58. Type of grass
64. Vermeer’s "Woman with a ___"
65. Indic language
66. Hindu god
67. "Absolutely!"
68. Decided
69. Initial substance of the universe

Down
1. Portuguese Sir
2. "The ___ Daba Honeymoon"
3. Subsequent to this
4. Spandex brand
5. Barley bristle
6. "Fantasy Island" prop
7. Toni Morrison’s "___ Baby"
8. Birdlike
9. Style of Jamaican music
10. Like "The X-Files"
11. Artist’s stand
12. Angry
15. Melodious
17. Propelled a boat
21. The "O" in S.R.O.
22. Sticky
23. Slap on
24. Any Time
25. Entice
26. European language
31. Affirmatives
33. Large marine eel
34. Brilliant feats
35. Early pulpit
37. Ecclesiastical district
39. Camping gear
42. An epic
44. Backgammon piece
47. Wooer
50. Per 24 hours
51. Permeate
52. Foul moods
53. Island republic in the Pacific
54. Obstreperous
59. "Cool" amount
60. "Ciao!"
61. Boy
62. "The Three Faces of ___"
63. Beaver’s work

Polaris Hotel
Single room 79.99

+ tax
443-2000

www.polarishotelnome.com

Enjoy a dynamic learning environment
through audio-conferenced classes, face-
to-face intensive seminars, travel/study
opportunities and individualized study.
Fall 2010 classes include:  ANS F401
Cultural Knowledge of Native Elders, ANS
F420 Alaska Native Education, RD F110
ANCSA: Land Claims in the 21st Century,
RD F200 Rural Development in the North,
and more!
Full schedule at www.uaf.edu/rural

Register at Northwest Campus, your local CRCD Community Cam-
pus, by August 27th to ensure books arrive by first class session!
Call them today at 1-800-478-2202 toll-free.

For additional information call:  
Department of Alaska Native Studies and Rural Development 
College of Rural & Community Development
University of Alaska Fairbanks

1-888-574-6528 in Fairbanks or 1-800-770-9531 in Anchorage.  
Check out our website at www.uaf.edu/danrd .

The newly merged departments of Alaska Native
Studies and Rural Development offer YOU the
opportunity to EARN your BA or MA DEGREE
while living in your HOME COMMUNITY.

Alaska Native Studies � BA
Rural Development � BA or MAKatie Charlie-Freeman at 

UAF Graduation

UAF FALL 2010
REGISTRATION IS

OPEN

CLASSES START SEPT 7th!

UAF is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer and educational institution.

each dedicated to a different disci-
pline, whether it be chemistry, bi-
ology, ice studies or geological
work. Much of the research was
dedicated to measure the impact
of a warming climate on the Arctic
ecosystem. 

Some scientists worked meas-
uring ice data�its thickness,
movement and composition�
while others analyzed soil and
sediment taken from the seafloor
thousands of feet below the sur-
face. Other studies analyzed the
water for its temperature, salinity
and other factors. Much of the
data gathered will serve as base-
line information and will be com-
pared with new data gained on
subsequent voyages. Kyung Ho
Chung, the ship�s chief scientist,
said at least three to four years
will be dedicated to gathering the

baseline data.
While this most recent expedition

was the Araon�s first Arctic trip, it
was not the first time the ship has
plied polar waters. In February, the
icebreaker tested its capabilities in
Antarctica, scouting for a location
for a second South Korean Antarctic
research station.

The $100 million vessel was
commissioned by the South Ko-
rean government and was built
and operated under a number of
partnerships, including the Korea
Polar Research Institute, Samsung
Heavy Industries, STX and Hanjin
Heavy Industries and Construc-
tion. The ship can carry up to 85
people and can travel up to 20,000
nautical miles or 70 days on a sin-
gle fueling. 

The Araon, which means �sea�
and �all� in Korean, left Nome last
weekend en route for its homeport in
South Korea. 

MANNING THE CONTROLS�Captian Kim Hyun-ryul of the Korean icebreaker Araon gives a demon-
stration of how the ship navigates to visitors from Nome who received a tour of the ship Aug. 13.

Photo by Tyler Rhodes

continued from page 11
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