
By Tyler Rhodes
Anyone who had the idea that this year’s fast Idi-

tarod equated to an easy one should have seen Celeste
Davis come up Nome’s Front Street.

With red lantern in hand and black rings under her

eyes, Davis drove her team to the Burled Arch to de-
liver the quickest wrap-up in race history Saturday
evening. The lantern signaled it would again be an-

By Laurie McNicholas
The Nome Common Council has

authorized City Clerk Sandy Sturgis-
Babcock to conduct a special election
limited to the question of recalling all
the members of the Nome Board of
Education on May 25.

The council unanimously adopted
a resolution to schedule the special
election during a meeting on Monday.

The resolution notes that the city

clerk has approved five applications
for recall petitions directed at all five
members of the school board and has
certified the required number of sig-
natures of qualified Nome voters ob-
tained by the sponsors of each recall
petition. The school board members
are Gloria Karmun, Albert McComas,
Barb Nickels, Heather Payenna and
Kirstin Timbers. The recall petitions
for Karmun, McComas, Payenna and
Timbers were initiated by a different
group than the group who initiated the
recall petition for Nickels. 

State law requires that a recall
election be scheduled not less than
45 days or more than 75 days after
the city clerk has certified a recall pe-
tition. In discussion prior to voting
on the resolution, Councilman Stan
Andersen asked Babcock whether

the city is awaiting approval of the
recall election from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice. 
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Photo by Denise Olin

WEARIN’ OF THE GREEN—Buddy Okleasik, or O’kleasik on March 17, dons the green and leads Nomeites and visitors in a celebration of St. Patrick’s Day under Nome’s Burled Arch.
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It’s history

Riding tall Council sets recall vote
Recall election for 
all five school 
board members 
slated for May 25

Iditarod Iditarod 
20102010

HAND OFF (above)—Iditarod Board of Directors President Lee Larsen passes off the red lantern to
musher Celeste Davis Saturday evening as she drives her team off the sea ice as the final 2010 finisher.

COOL RUNNING (right)—Jamaican musher Newton Marshall becomes the first from his nation to
finish the Iditarod Friday evening in Nome. Newton received a hero’s welcome at the finish.

ALMOST HOME—Phil
Hofstetter pedals toward
Safety as he nears the
end of his epic 1,000-mile
bike quest from Knik
Lake to Nome March 17.

By Tyler Rhodes
With a stiff 30 mph

headwind adding extra bite
to the sub-zero tempera-
tures and a few hundred
miles to ride on his bike
until he would be home,
Phil Hofstetter felt great.

What would easily
inspire misery for most

Hofstetter claims 
win in 1,000-mile 
race to Nome
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IF I DON’T SAY IT, 
WHO’S GOING TO SAY IT FOR ME?

Remaining silent will not allow our voice to be heard in the 
2010 Census. The 2010 Census helps determine resources 
such as schools, housing, roads, and hospitals. 

WE MOVE FORWARD WHEN WE PARTICIPATE | 2010CENSUS.GOV

PAID FOR BY U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
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