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SALUTING THE NATION...AND SENIORS—Members of the Nome-Beltz JROTC present the colors as the national anthem is played Friday night before the Lady Nanooks’ (left) last home
game of the season against Chevak. Seniors Richelle Horner, Hilary Stiles, Iris Warnke-Green, Charlotte Mattheis, AnnieKate Olson and manager Billie Cosca were honored at the game.

GUARD DOGS—Skip Boomershine (far right) and Thora Hronn Njalsdottir (right) welcome in Alaska
National Guard members Rick Fleming (front) and Elaine Jackson Feb. 23 as they arrive on Front Street,
finishing the 2010 Iron Dog recreational class run to Nome. The Guard sponsored this year’s event.

By Laurie McNicholas
City Manager Josie Bahnke pre-

sented a proposed draft resolution to
the Nome Common Council at a
meeting on Monday that calls for the

council to endorse the Steadman
Street site as the city’s preferred lo-
cation for a new Nome state office
building and to agree to vacate the
Sixth Avenue right of way at the site. 

In a phone interview with The
Nome Nugget following the meeting,
Bahnke said she drafted the proposed
resolution at the request of Depart-
ment of Transportation engineer
Matt DeSalenrnos, who wants to
know whether the council will en-
dorse the site before spending thou-
sands of dollars in state funds to
develop an application and prelimi-
nary plat for review by the Nome
Planning Commission.

The draft resolution states that the
city previously endorsed both the
state office building project and the

Steadman Street site for the project
through Resolution No. R-08-12-03
and in material presented to the
Alaska Legislature in the city’s 2009
state legislative priorities package. 

If the commission approves a
final plat for the site, an ordinance
adopted by the council to vacate the
Sixth Avenue right of way is re-
quired for construction of a state of-
fice building on the site.

Councilwoman Mary Knodel sug-
gested that all council members care-
fully read a report on the condition of
the current state office building on
Front Street provided to them Monday
by Larry Smithheisler of the DOT.
The three-volume report detailed re-
sults of studies conducted in 1994 of
exterior envelope corrosion, heating

and ventilation controls and a condi-
tion survey and deficiencies report. A
memo by DeSalernos dated Sept. 26,
2007 is attached to the report.

In the memo DeSalernos summa-
rized damage caused by a major storm
in the fall of 1974 when the building
was new and subsequent storm dam-
age and flooding in 2004 and 2005. He
estimated the costs of structural repair
and new siding at $2.5 million, HVAC
system renovations at $2 million and
life safety upgrades at $1.5 million.
Costs for the temporary relocation of
the building’s current occupants were
not included in the estimates, he noted.

City Clerk Sandy Sturgis-Babcock
said DeSalernos will be in Nome on
March 8, the date of the next regular
council meeting. The council sched-

uled a work session with him at 6:30
p.m. prior to the meeting.

New business
The council heard first reading of a

proposed ordinance to lease additional
space at the Gold Hill Tutit Ininat Child
Care Building to Kawerak Inc. for a
day care program for children called
the Uiviilat Play and Learn Center.
Kawerak has asked to lease two addi-
tional rooms at the city-owned facility
for $2 per square foot for office space
from March 1 through Dec. 31, 2010,
at which time its current lease expires.
The council voted to move the ordi-
nance forward to the next regular
meeting for a second reading, public

By Sandra L. Medearis
Nome Joint Utility System has worked out a

draft connection agreement to extend power
lines and water and sewer service to the new
Norton Sound Regional Hospital going up at
the east end of town.

NJUS ratepayers will not have to pay for the
upgrades that will hold existing customer serv-
ice lines harmless from the hospital’s heavy
power demands and will improve water deliv-
ery to the northeast section of town and

Icyview. NJUS stands to collect a $3 million
down payment on the work almost immediately.

The federal Indian Health Service is building
the hospital and will pay engineers’ estimated
construction cost by paying a service connection
fee of $1.56 million. The line will run north of
town from the Snake River Power Plant, west of
the cemetery, underground along Little Creek
Road and then overhead along Bypass Road and
Seventh Avenue to the hospital site. The feeder
lines will satisfy an anticipated 1.5-megawatt

draw from the electric power system.
The existing utility lines could not handle the

demand without upgrades, according to NJUS
manager John K. Handeland. Building the new
feeder will accommodate the larger load, avoid
disruption of service to customers and allow
NJUS to restore power to the hospital on a pri-
ority basis following a service disruption. IHS
needed a fixed cost, and Handeland feels the
$1.56 million is a solid estimate. 

“We believe it is a good estimate. Should it

be exceeded, NJUS would have to pay the dif-
ference, but if we come in for less, that would
be profit for NJUS,” he told NJUS board mem-
bers at a Feb. 16 meeting.

NJUS will collect the precise amount,
$1,561,600 right away beginning with
$500,000 at contract signing, followed by an-
other half million on or before March 1, and
$561,000 when NJUS completes the construc-

DOT wants city to OK 6th Street site for new state offices

Hospital orders utility connections worth $6.5 million
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By Tyler Rhodes
Residents upset with the Nome

Board of Education’s decision to let
go of the top two administrators at
the junior/senior high school have
filed applications for recall petitions
with the City of Nome for four of the
five school board members. 

The four applications delivered to
City Hall Feb. 23 ask for a recall vote
for board members Gloria Karmun,
Kirsten Timbers, Heather Payenna
and Albert McComas. The sole
board member not targeted by the
campaign is Barb Nickels.

The recall effort is a response to
the board’s January decision to not
offer contracts to Nome-Beltz prin-
cipal Janeen Sullivan and assistant
principal Doug Boyer for next year.
The board’s split decision came after

a lengthy closed-door session Jan.
12. The board members have never
publicly stated their reasons for not
renewing the contracts. 

The decision created a polarizing
uproar in the community that has re-
sulted in two heavily attended board
meetings, each with lengthy public
comment periods where a majority
of community members speaking ex-
pressed dismay at both the board’s
decision and its refusal to say why
the call was made. 

Calls have also been made in de-
fense of the board, albeit from a
smaller contingent, many making the
case that if Nome voters had enough
confidence in the board members to
vote them in, then the community

Application 
for recall lands
at City Hall
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PAID FOR BY U.S. CENSUS BUREAU

THE STRENGTH OF 
OUR PEOPLE IS IN OUR VOICE. 

The 2010 Census is here and by answering 10 simple questions we let others know our 
need for housing, schools, roads and hospitals. 

WE MOVE FORWARD WHEN WE PARTICIPATE  | 2010CENSUS.GOV
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