










able to press on farther out onto the ice. Using
the buddy system, the team worked in pairs to
try and locate a sweater Okleasik had left on
the ice to mark the spot where the snowma-
chine had gone in. It was that sweater that led
searchers to Scholten’s body. “She was on top
of the ice,” Nayokpuk said.

Ice conditions on Grantley Harbor had dete-
riorated after a warm weather system moved
through the region the weekend of Nov. 20
bringing temperatures in the upper 30s and
abundant rain. While the route between the two
villages is a well-traveled path once the ice
conditions allow, Teller resident and search
volunteer Diane Miller said she believed the ill-
fated trip was the first attempt to make the
crossing after the warm weather. “We know
there was people going before the rain, and
then it softened up,” she said. 

Diane’s husband and Teller search and res-

cue coordinator Frank Miller said the ice on
the harbor at the time appeared to be freshwa-
ter ice that was only an inch to an inch and a
half thick in some places. “There was no ice
underneath, just freshwater [ice] on top,” he
said Tuesday. Frank Miller said the direct
route between Teller and Brevig Mission is
approximately seven miles, while he esti-
mated the more circuitous, predominately in-
land path around the harbor at approximately
10 miles long. 

Nayokpuk said the initial search effort
started with marking a “safety trail” where
snowmachines could safely travel on the ice.
He said crews were not able to venture far in
the first day or two of the search. “We tried
going to where the [accident] scene was, but it
was pretty soft,” he said. “We were thinking the
ice would go out.”

As the conditions improved, Nayokpuk
said crews were able to walk father out with
a long boat for safety. He said holes were

drilled in the ice to allow the use of sonar,
underwater cameras, hook lines and nets to
search for Scholten. He said teams from
Shishmaref, where Scholten is originally
from, Teller, Brevig Mission and Wales all
participated in the search. He estimated hav-
ing approximately 16 searchers who were
split into two teams. No searchers were in-
jured in the recovery effort.

Nayokpuk said it was a relief to find
Scholten. “Everybody was happy. We found
her, that was the main thing. We got lucky be-
cause we found her in five days,” he said.

While the crews worked out on the ice,
there were more people like Diane Miller be-
hind the scenes dealing with paperwork, en-
suring food was ready for crews, and keeping
track of donations coming in. She said the
Teller Lutheran Church and the Teller School
alternated as coordination sites. “We’ve had
so much support from everybody in the
Bering Straits,” she said. “The school here,

the church, the businesses, everyone. We’re
really grateful for everybody’s help.”

Diane Miller said the accident has stunned
the community. “It was very shocking, when
something like this happens real suddenly,”
she said.

Nayokpuk was still in Teller on Tuesday,
waiting for a plane to be able to take back
rescue equipment to Shishmaref. He said
teams went through a number of  supplies
during the search effort and noted that dona-
tions are always welcome. He said rubber
gloves, liners, warm gloves, hand warmers
and other such items are always useful. He
also noted having an underwater camera of
their own could speed up search efforts if
they did not have to wait to obtain one from
other sources. Nayokpuk said anyone inter-
ested in giving donations of any kind can talk
to Shishmaref Emergency Services Coordi-
nators Herbert Brad Nayokpuk or Roy Sock-
pick at (907) 649-2160.

Handeland said the proposed CFR
regulations are about 50 pages long,
compared to a half-page of AAC re-
quirements in the city’s current ordi-
nance. The whole block of CFR
regulations on medical requirements
is confusing and tedious, he added.
Handeland said if he wants a chauf-
feur’s license, it seems the CFR reg-
ulations would require that he
obtains one from Washington, D.C. 

City Manager Josie Bahnke said
the city’s attorney just said to re-
place outdated AAC references
with the CFRs. 

The council approved a motion by
Councilman Jerald Brown to amend
the proposed ordinance to require
that each taxi undergo inspection to
meet vehicle safety standards and en-
sure that a backup alarm or backup
camera is installed prior to receiving
a license from the city.

The council also approved a mo-
tion by Councilwoman Mary Knodel
to delete the following language in
the proposed ordinance: “If the city
clerk denies the application for a li-
cense and the applicant appeals the
determination, the city clerk shall
issue a temporary license to be in ef-
fect until the city clerk’s decision is
reviewed by the city manager.” 

Councilman Stan Andersen sug-
gested tabling the proposed ordi-
nance until the council receives a
written description of the CFR regu-
lations that would replace the out-
dated AAC standards. Bahnke said
she would look for current AAC reg-
ulations to replace the outdated ones.
The council voted unanimously to
table the proposed ordinance.

Resolutions adopted
The council unanimously ap-

proved resolutions to lease space at
the Gold Hill Tutit Ininat Child
Care Building to Kawerak Inc. for
one year for the Head Start Pro-
gram and for the Uiviilat Play and
Learn Center.

Council members also unani-
mously approved an amendment to

Article VII, Section 2 of the bylaws
of the Nome Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment specifying the following re-
quirements for applicants: (1) 18
years or older at the time of applica-
tion; (2) no longer enrolled in high
school; (3) one-year resident of
Nome; and (4) submit report of cur-
rent physical exam (given within one
year of application for membership).

Managers’ comments
Bahnke reported that she, An-

dersen and Utility Manager John
Handeland had interviewed repre-
sentatives of three engineering
firms that submitted proposals to
provide engineering services to
the city. She said she hopes to
have recommendations for the
council to consider at their meet-
ing on Dec. 13.

Handeland said he has begun due
diligence work to develop a fuel dis-
tribution program as directed by the
council, and the city attorney is
drafting ordinance amendments to
establish a fuel utility. Brown said
he personally does not think the city
has any business competing with
private enterprise. Handeland said
he had raised that question with the
city attorney, who said municipali-
ties compete with private enterprise
all the time.

Community Benefit Share
Mayor Denise Michels announced

that Nome will receive $100,000 as
a 2010 Community Benefit Share
from Norton Sound Economic De-
velopment Corp. Janice Ivanoff,
NSEDC’s chief executive officer,
outlined decision-making criteria for
use of the funds in a letter to Michels
dated Nov. 15.

Ivanoff said a public process must
be conducted at the municipal level
to decide how to use the funds; the
Community Benefit Share should go
to what the community believes is
the highest priority and best use; and
the community must report to
NSEDC how the funds will be used.

Discussion of Nome’s Commu-
nity Benefit Share was not on the

council’s meeting agenda, but Scott
Henderson asked to comment on use
of the funds. Noting that the Com-
munity Benefit Share has at times

been allocated to swimming pool im-
provements, he said the funds should
be used to benefit the entire commu-
nity. He mentioned that one year

NSEDC had funded a separate pro-
gram to pay part of the home heating
costs for residents of its member
communities.
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It’s that time of year...

For details call the Carrie M. McLain Memorial Museum at 443-6630

Christmas Extravaganza 2010
Wednesday, Dec. 8 • 5:30 p.m.

Old St. Joe’s on Anvil City Square

The
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Vi s i t  w i t h  Santa  Clau s
and  h i s  r e inde e r!

Enjoy  Chr i s tma s
mus i c  b y  Nome  ar t i s t s
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DANGEROUS ROUTE—The map on the right shows the location where
the snowmachine carrying Marvin Okleasik and Barbara Scholten went
through the ice Nov. 24. Okleasik was able to get atop the ice and walk
back to Teller. Scholten was unable to get out of the water and was found
five days later by search and rescue crews. The route between Brevig
Mission and Teller is well-traveled once ice conditions solidify.
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